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TO THE PUBLIC.

Tae Author of the following pamphlet died in Oetober 1841,
at the age of thirty-four. The subject of Eduneation appeared
to his mind to bear so intimately and powerfully on man's tem-
poral happiness, that its investigation became one of the favourite
employments of his *short sllotted span.” The opinions and
conclusicns which are embodied in the pamphlet may there-
fore be considered as the result of careful exsmination; and it
is hoped that the arrangement snd expression of these idess
may be found sufficient for their elucidetion ; and, if otherwise,
that & liberal public, in the coume of their criticiem, will not
overlook the faet, that part of Lthe pemphlet was brought into its
present shape nnder the influence of disease, and that its final
ezamination aod preparaticn for the press was nol aceomplished,
when the hand of death sl brought the author's lehoure to
a close. : y

The lateneas of its appearance mus; be attributed to the hesi-
tation of his friends regarding its publication, and to other
unavoidable circumstances, and ite appesrance now, after so
much delay, to the convietion that has reached them, of its being
intimately connected with the present discussion regarding the
Education clauses of the Factories Bill. Alterations in some of
its passages were gt one time meditated, and would have been
made, if, after the determination to publish, time had allowed
of their judicious accomplishment, The work s now sobmitted
to the perusal of the public, with all its fanlts, leaving it to their
own discrimination to sift and separate ita contents, and select
whatever they may consider as likely to be of use in the present
discussion.
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™

EDUCATION.

CHAPTER L.

That these ia g party in Britein disposed to give wp the divention and
suiperintendence of Education o the Govornment,

It will perhaps be necessary that I should adduce a few facts in sup-
port of the nhove propesition, for state direction or guidance in
general, aud ‘more especiglly in education, is so inlmical to Beitish
inastituiions, so wn-Britlsh, in 8 word, that some will be inclined to
guestion my mssertion. However, that there is such & party, appears
evident from the multitnda of books and pamphlets which have been
published during the last ten or twelve years on the subject of National
Education, a topic which has becomo the daily theme of declamation at
oitr prblic meetiogs, and of oecasional discussion, even frotn our pulpits,
Itis called the ell.important guestion—the momentons qoestion—
the “ guestion of questions.” It is looked upon as the panaces, the
univeraal cure for all the illa thet betide humenity, We cannot open
a newspaper hut the words # National Education,” in large capitals,
immediately meet the ¢ya. Naticnol Education—National Education
is echoed and re-echoed throughout the length and breadth of the
land, Now all this would ba very well if the word * education” were
simply vsed alone. No man has 2 firmer and fuller faith than T hava
in education, 2 a means of improving and moralizing the whole
homan race; but this can never be done nationally, above all, in
Britain, It s the attempt to make s national concern of what should
remain o looal one—I was poing to say, a family eoncern, and to a
certain degree, an individual one—which paralyses many otherwise
praisoworthy exertions.

While it may be doubted whother many of the National Eduocation
men know what they would be at, it is manifest that their leaders are
quite clear upon the subject. What they aim at is]to establish a
system of National Education, the direction of which is to be given
over to the Btate, They wish to create a separate ministry for the
thing, the chiof of which is to be ealled, * The Minister of Publie
Instruction.”  Mr. Wyse, the able advooaie for Educational Reform,
now & Lord of the Privy Couneil, a maz with whom I sympathize on
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mast other paints, tells us plainly that his object is ta connect educa-
tion with the Btate. And he wishea government controlment, not
only over elementary and primary educetion, but also over what he
calls the superior, the BT:,:M and the subsidiary,—that is,
university education, adult education, sod the educstion impartad
through the mediom of moseumny and libraries. In justice, however,
to this high-minded and warm philanthropist, it must be told, that ha
would stifl aliow the people, at leaat for the lime beiog, to have some
share in the management of their owno educetional concerne. But
even thus modified, the principle is bad umg:gh, as 1 hope to shew
before I beave done. IHis plan of Nationsl Education for Ireland is
briefly this ;—That a Board be formed under the Becretary of State
s ite president {Minister of Public Instruction), the Board to be his
oconncil, and to consiet of a Protestant and Catholie archbishop, a
Presbyterian clergyman, and flve lay members.

We find the amthor of thie plan, in Manchester, Cheltenham,
Sheffield, apd 'ather parta of Eﬂt-‘gland, beranguizg crowded andisnces
in support of a simllar scheme (or that kingdom. Buch is his present
echeme ; but ha speaks of & gradual intferemes of government, which
implies that he would allow the State further power over individual
freedom as saon as practicable. * The elements of social progression,”
sayi be, * which are now sesttered in many directions, must bo
brought to heer with a coneentrated force opon the public, and
every British okild be provided from infancy with a good, useful,
intellectunl edncation by the Siate, five from superstition snd sec-
tarianism.” This passage needs oo comment. .

Mr. Bimpson, the suthor of * Necesmity of Popular Education
as & National Object,” ju alno an advocats for state interference. He
contends for the institution of free schools by the nation. He boldly
asserts that government must uitimately bave to deal with this grest
question, and he seems to have no donkt but thet hoth houses of par-
ligment will bs brought by the press, petitions, and ogitation, to
adopt his views of the subjact. But let him spesk for himself-—

* When the legialnture,” says be,  have recogniseil by resolutiens,
the principles, firat, That the education of the people, from two
years of age to fourteen, onght to be furnivhed at the pational ex-
pense ; and, secondly, That the national system should be directed by
the government, the way will be paved for the first act of parliament
which will empower his Majesty to pame commissioners, under the
superintendence of his Becretary of Stete for the Home Department,
to constitute a Beard of Public Edycation, whose duty, under the
responsibility of a minute report to parliament, it shall be, frst, afler
the most extensive inquiries into existing improvements, not merely
in this country, where there is vet but little to boast of, batin
countries which heve made, and aro meking, popular education a
grand nationak object, such s Prussia and France, and, guided by
sound philesophical prineiple, to prepare a system of primary educs-
tion, & code or directary for the teachers’ guidance, adapted to all
closses of the commupity, and with n special eve to the education of
the manual labour class, p:Esica], moral, and intellectual. The vital
importange of such a book needs no illustretion, On the table of




every school in the couniry, it would be the leachem' rule, guide,
warrant, and limit, and secura to the pupil, educaticn on an salightened
plan, and that uniferm, from one end of the empire to the other.
This is of immense moment. There ia » vague talk on the subject of
popular education, even amony its Zaalous friznde, which appears never
to get beyeond the machinery, ths multiplication of schools, and the
methods of teaching; but few seem to think it at all oecessary to
settle the peint, is ig be taught? , . . ., The board,” con-
tinues Mr. Simpson, in the next page, * will exerolse the most rigid
surveillance over the schocls for teachers, and subsequent parish
schools. The teacher ought to be liberally paid, quite as liberelly as
the parish minister, while his sitsinments will secure to him an ele-
vation in society far beyond what the ! schoolmaster’ has yet enjoyed.
But to keep up zeal, sud prevent tha sedative effect of endowment,
all the pational school teachets should be eppointed triennislly ; when
re-appolniment will depend upoo previouws conduct. The board
ought to have tha gale appointment of the tesshers, end the pawers
of dismissai for sufficient reason. Heturns at stated periods should
be made to the board, by the teachers, of the condition and progress
of their schools; sid thewe sbould be countersigned by the justices of
the peace and clergy in the parieh, who ehould kave power, and ba
enjoined, to visit the wobwol at all tiraes, and ezamive it onee or twics
a-yoar. Oececasional inspectiong hy memhbers of iha hoard, or hy
quelified persons appointed by them, golng in circolt, so that the
whole schoola may ba inapected in the courss of a certsin number of
vears, aod their state published, would furalsh a roolive to teschers,
justices, and ministers, alike to do their doty.”

Soch extracts need no comment. The thing simed at in evidently
the establishment of government directicn, both in whae is to be
taught, zod in the mathods of teanking it. Alawl for Britain, iff ever
this takes place.

Io a nota we read whet fellows :=—* Prussia and France hava aach &
Minister of Poblic Instrogtion, apd the magnitnde of the pational
objent would warrant a similar appointwent in this country. In this
proposition I am anticipated by the Edinburgh Review, No. 117,
p- 80,— In Eogland, where almost evaryibing is to do, and a great
deal to be undona, we doubt whelher anything can be effacted of per-
manent utility, without a Minister of Public Instruotion. The duties
of the Home Offics are already toohesvy. Theonly wey to sscure
unity, promptitude, euergy, and, we mey add, impartislity, in any
organlzed system of national education, is to lodge the undivided
respoosibility in the hands of & public ofieer, and to limit bis duties
to that great ubject,” Perhaps the reviewer and Mr. Simpson are
not Aware’ that a comsiderable number of Frenchmen, of differsnt
political opinions, are at this very moment aoxicus to get rid of their
Minister of Publio Instruction aod his department, altogether, Fi is
rather odd, that about the time Mr. Bimpson was contending for the
creation of an office of public instruction, such s that in Fraoce,
three edueational societies in Paris {La Bocietd de la Morale Cretienne,
La Bogieté des Methodes, and La Bocieté de ’Epsiegnement Eié-
wentaire,) pctually erowned a worlr.ﬂl:-f M. Prosper Lucas; one of the
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chief objects of which is the sbelition of this very office; Liabolition
du Ministére de I'Inatraction Publique,” are the author's own words.

Professor Pillans is also an advoeste for state education, although
he does not go so far as his countryman, Mr. Bimpson. Neverthelesa,
in his lectares ** On the Proper r(?;I::ject. and Methods of Education,’”
he commends the systems adopted in the German states, and in
Frages, and priccipally the Prumsion aystem. Now all the world
knows what these ara, 'With France 1 am particalarly sequainted, as
I bave been a resident there for the last thirteen years. The truth is,
the entire education af the coupiry s regulated, and imposed, by
roysl ordinences and acts of parliameot, snd is, moreover, openly
avowed to be an engipe of the State. Every French politician
maintaina that this should be 80 that government has the right to
form the public mind after its own image, in order to create and keep
up unity of ideas emong the whole bady of the people. In recom-
mending such systema, it {s therefore evident, that Professor Pillana
in an ndvocata for Staie’ education, Eut that thers may be no doubt
about the matter, let un attend to the following paragraphe from his
lectures :—

# The admirable results of the Prussign systam have been obtained
by a long course of pradest and paine-teking legislation, founded
upon the great principls, that gevernmant is responaible for the right
‘education of the pesple; and this principle the Prugsian lawgiver bas
followed out te ita logitimate consequence, hy meking it incumbent
on parénts either to send their ehildren to echool, or to give security
that meana gre taken to educaie them elsewhere . . . .

« In our owo island, there is a movement in the public mind on
the subject of popular education, which bide fair to Jead, ere long, lo
a similar, perhaps even to a still happier result. The guestion of &
pational education for the English people, s one that must now risa
in importanee every succeeding year. Parlinment, when it bestowed
the eleetive fravchise on a0 large a partion of the people, came virtualiy
under a pledge fo meke them more end more werthy of the new
privilege, by improviog their moral and intellectunl copdition, The
obstacles in the way to  final settlemant of the great question, How
the whole body of the English people shall be comprehended in one

neral aystem of sound and whaoleaome inatraction # are no doubt for-
midable, and will anavoidably postpone it for many a day ; but it ean
searcely be desmed extravagant to expect thai, out of the free insti-
tutions of this country, under the inHuence of that unquenchable
energy, practical wisdom, and indomitable spirit of entorprise, which
have kept Great Britaio so long at the head of European eivilization
and improvement, thers will at {ast emerge, savetioned and partially
endowed by the State, a syatem of instruction for the pecple of
Eogland, superior alike to the Prussian and to the French.”

n the Educational Magazine of January 1838, this doctrine iy also
clearly tanght. Une of the writers deplores © the want of fized prin-
giples for the treatment of ihe nationn] mind ;" another tells us plainly
that “ Education muet be made & povernment measure, which should
be as ready to prevent erime ns to punish it.  Let societies exist, and
let the government work through them, with a provisp that certain




