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PREFACE.

——

My dear old friend, whose “labour of love” it has
been to weave out of several scattered documents the
following simple narrative, requests me to preface it
with a few words of recommendation. 1 confess that
I hardly understand the motive of his request; and
yet, both on official and personal grounds, I feel my-
self obliged unhesitatingly to comply with it.

Officially, as charged with the duties of Honorary
Distriet Secretary of the Church Missionary Society in
this neighbourhood, I cannot refuse an opportunity of
solemnly urging its claims upon the sympathy and aid
of Christians ; whilst T invite their attention to the
blessings which, as these pages abundantly prove, God
has vouchsafed to bestow upon one of ita more distant
and difficalt centres for the diffusion of Gospel-light
among the heathen. Here, assuredly, is no ordinary









wiii . PREFACE.

Let us constantly commend the little Missionary-
band at Ningpo to His gracious protection and favour,
convinced that, whether they are to be reapers or
sowers, the harvest shall not fail, and their labours,
begun and carried on in faith and love, shall not be in
vain in the Lord !

C. W. BINGHAM.

BINcHAM'S MELOOMBE,
Dorset, 1864



