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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

OF

XENOPHON.

[(FRON TALFY'E EDITION OF SPELMAN.)

Xexormox was the son of Gryllus, an Athenian, He was
born at Athens, and distinguished himeolf as a philusopher, a
general, and an bistorian. Much uncertaioty however exists
concemning lia origin and sarliest yenrs; yoi from his con-
nexions and. resources he must have been well born and woll
educated. He was exquisitely formed, and so emgaging in
his manners, that Socrates was induced to admit him among
his disciples. It is said that Socrates, meeting him in a
narrow gateway, extended his walking-stick across it, so as
to obstruct his passage, inquiring how s man could scquire
the means of profit? and on receiving a smitable reply, he
inguired further, how men conld attain to virtue and honour ¥
Xenophon heing at a loss for an snswer, the philosopher
added, © Follow me and learn.” From thie time he entered
under Lis tuition, and became eminently gualified for all the
offices of public as well as private lifs, Having accompanied
Socrates in the Peloponnesian war, end manifested his valour,
he was invited by Proxenus, bis friend, to jon Oyrus, who
was engaged in an expedition against his brother Artaxerxes,
king of Persia; but he refused te comply till he could confer
with Socrates, who advised him fo consult the oracle of Apollo
at Delphi. Thie he did, but merely put the question, under
what auspices and with what sacrifices be shonld prepare for
the expedition ; to which a favaurable anawor having been
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returned, he informed Socrates of the result, who, after mildly
reproving him for hia departure from the adviee he had
solicited, bid him set out under the direction of the ged.
Xenophon paid due deference to these injunctions ; but being
ambitious, and eager to engage in a distant expedition, he
bastened to Bardis, where he was introduced to Oyros, and
treated with great sttention, In the army be showed that
he was a true disclple of Socratea, and that he had been
educated in the warlike city of Athens,

The particalars of the march of Cyrus are indeed o
minutely deseribed in the Anabasir, with reference to the
topography and matural history of the various distrigts
through which he travelled, that it has been thought he was
advised, in his last interview with Socrates, to write the
account,

The time for action now approaching, Cyrms took care o
animate his Grecian troops by renewed and splendid promises,
and to warn them of the immenss superiority of numbers
with which they would have to contend, enconraging them at
the same time with assurancus that they would find the
‘Persian soldiers less than women,

Cyrus assigned the Greeks a position on the right of his
army, flanked by the Euphrates, and directed Clenrchus to
command their right wing, snd Menon the lefi. And here
for the first time Xenophon makes mention of kimeelf. Cyros
rode along 6t 2 moderate distance surveying both armies,
Iooking now at the ememy, now at his friends. Xemophon
geeing him from the Giracian line, rade out to meet him, and
inquired if he had any commands for him. Btopping his
horse, Cyrus desired bim to tell them all, that the sacrifices
and victims were favourable. While he was saying this, be
heard & clumour through the ranks, and asked what it was.
Xenophon told him that they were exchanging a fresh watch-
word, Ha wondered who could have given it cut, and asked
what it might be. Xenophon replied, that it was * Jupiter
"“e Preserver, and Victory,” Cymus having heard it, said,
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i T agrea to it; let it be a0 " and having said this, rode off
to his station. '|

The minuteness with which s cironmatance, in itself so
Ettle important, is velated, is highly characteristic of a young
man ambitious of notice and gratified by the honour conferred
on him. At the sgame time it seems to imply that Xenophon
had hitherto taken no part in the conduct of the srmy, and
had not been invited to the eouncils of the prince ; for had he
been accustomed to converse familissly with Cyrus, he would
scarcely have recorded the present interview,

The battle of Cynaxa, which followed immediately after
the anecdote that has jost been relsted, in which Cyrus was
glain and his army completely defeated by Artaxerzes, belongs
to the history of Persia rather than to the lifa of Xenophon.
The native troops in the army of Cyrne were tetslly routed :
but in that part of the field in which the Greeks fought, the
forces of Artaxerxes werg put to flight in every direction, and
almost without resistance. These lust were pursned until the
(Grocizns, wearied with slaughter and fatigne, returned to
their camp.

In the mean time, Clearchus was too good a general to
neglect provisiona for the immediate wants of his army. After
dinner, when they were, according to the manner of the
Groeks, assembled together to spend the heat of the day in
conversation, some heralds arrived from the king and from
Tissaphemes, demanding, in the name of the king, that they
should ground their arms and surrender at discretion. Clear-
chus replied ; sad, among the reat, Xenophon® thus addressed
the messenger =—

s With us, Phalynus, as you may perceive, nothing is of
valae but cur arms and our henour.  As Jong as we preserve
our armw, we can raly on our own valour; but in parting
with them, we should be comsclous of betraying onmelves,
Think not therefors thet we will remign our only remaining

* Weiska, Schneider, and olker modern editors, in place of
Fevoe, 1L 1. 19. read Bedropmnr,
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property, but rather we will use them in fighting for yours.”
Phalynus langhed heartily at this set speech, and replied,
* You appear to be s scholar, young man, and what you say
in pleasant enongh ; but T would not have your inexporience
g0 much deceiva you, as to set your bossted velour apainst
the power of the king." '

After the battle of Cynaxa, and the fall of Cyrus, the
prudence and vigour of his mind were called inte sction.
The ten thoussnd Greeks, who hed followed the standard of
an smbitious prince, were now sbove iz hundred leagues
from their nstive home, in & country sumponded oo every
side by a victorious ememy, without money, or provisions, or
4 leader, AIl guve themselves up to despeir. They fult that
they were still two thonsand miles from the nearest part of
Greece, close to the vast armies of the king, and surrounded
on all sides by tribes of hostile barbarlans, who would supply
them with nothing but st the expense of blows and blood :
they had no guide acquainfed with the country, no know-
ledge of the deep and rupid rivers which intersected it, and
no cavalry to explore the road, or cover their rear on the
march, As if discipline and hope had ended together, the
roll-call was- scarcely attended to, the wateh-fires wers scan-
tily, or not at all, snpplied, and even their principal meal was
neglected; where chaoce led, they threw themeelves down to
rest, hiit not to sleep—for sleep was banished by thoughts of
that country and those friends, whom they dow no longer
expected, and scarcely dared hope to behold again.

But the army had among them a man, Ltile known
indeed, but of far greater talonts and bolder energies than any
general noder whom they had served ; and probably the only
man who could have extricated them from their present situa-
tion of noparalleled danger. Xenophom had hitherto held no
rank ; had been athached to no division of the army; and
had appeared only as the frend of Proxenus. He, like the
rest, lay awake suffering from grief and alarm: bat his mind
waa not of a temperament to suffer without o remedy, and he




