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Memorial Meeting
American Geographical Societp.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, NEW-YORK.
Thursday Fvening, Aprdil 23, 1874,

Caer- Juaries Davy in the chair,

Notwithstanding the heaviest rain storm of the season,
mere than twenty-five hundred Fellows and guests of
the Society participated in the proceedings By the
conrlesy ol Maror-Gevenar W. 3. Hawcock, T, 5. A,
the United States Army Baud, stationed on Governor's
Island, played dirges st intervals doring the evening.

IrrropUCTORY REMARES BY Cmier-JusTicE Dary.

Ferrowa oF THE SBoorETy, LADIER ANP GENTLEMEN :—
The connection of Dr. Livivasron: with the Society
extends almost to the period when he commenced his
carecer as an explorer. Hiz name has heen the longest
npon our list of honorary members. Many years ago,
we honored ourselves by placing his name on that lim-
ited list, and he expressed himself honored that we had
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done so. We had hupl;d that when the work to which
he had devoted so many years of his life had been accom-
plished, the tracing out of the great network of rivers
and lakes, which constitute the water-gheds of Bonth and
(Central Africa, that he would have visited this country,
and that we would have had the opportunity upon some
public oceasion of expressing to him ‘our appreciation
and that of the American people of what he had done
in extending the boundarics of human knowledge, and
in the greal canse of humanity. Tt was destined that it
should be otherwize, He is now in his grave, entombed
with the justrious desd of Lngland, and all that s left
us i8 to unite in the public tribule of respect to his
memory. You will be addresgsed by four eminent gen-
tlemen, memhers of the Society, upon his life scenes und
character. Preparatory to thelr remarks, I will call
upon Major Dawe, who is himself abont to commence
his career as a geographical traveller in the exploration
of the unknown regions of Central Asia, o point out the
respective routes of Dr. Livisasrong, upon the map of
Africa, that yon may have before you a large portion of
that great continent that has been opened by his explo-
rations and discoverier 1 should also mention that the
portrait of Dr. Livmwestone which surmounts the map
of Africa has been painted for the oceasion by a Fellow,
the distinguished artist, Mz, RiNEnarpr.




MAJOR H. C. DANE ON THE GEOGRAPHICAL
WORK OF DR. LIVINGSTONE. '

Mgr. Presipiext, FELLows oF THE AMERICAN (REOURAPH-
10AL Socery, Lanes axn Gesteenen:—1 deem myself
most highly honored in being invited hy the officers
of the Society to point ont npon the map a general
outline of the several extensive journeys of explo-
ration made by the remarksble man whose memory
we honor this night.  Time will necessarily compel me
to be brief and explicit; nevertheless I shall endeavor
to give yon such an nuderstanding of the vast work he
accomplished, that yon may he able to follow him in his
wanderings, as those who are to address you upon his
character and achievements, shall recount hizs labors.
Thirty-five years ago, all we knew of the great continent
of Africa wus its” Northern Btates hordering upon the
Medeterrancan; the line of its Weslern coast as it was
given to the world by Prince Henry the Navigator,
whose soul was inspired to discovery by the wonderful
exploits of Mareo Poro, through the efforts of his naval
commander Vasco Du Gama, who coasied down to the
cape of (rood Hope, and pushed across the Indian Ocean.

On our Geographical maps of twenty years since, little
more was seen except a few towns along the Eastern
coast, while all the vasf interior was an almost unspotted
blank, with its inseription in bold type:—*“Tae Unex-
rrorep REcron or Ermoria.” The Nile was seen as a

%




line running up through Egypt, with its sources lost in
the vast unexplored region and the dim romance of the
histories of ProLemy and HErovorus,

But it is & singular fact that notwithstanding our blank
modern maps, we find in o map published by Orrenvs
in 1573, a copy of which may be scen in the marvelous
collection of Geographieal Bociety, two large lakes in
the midst of the portion that afierwards became a blank,
The larger one bore two pawes; ite Norithern limb that
of Zaire, and its Southern limb that of Zembre; the lesser
was called Zaflan.  And both lakes are represented as
being the chief sources of the Nile.

In 1840 Davin Livinusrone arrived at Cape Town to
enter upon his work as o Missionary, Very soon he
proceeded Northward to the town of Kurnman, where
he joined Dr. MorraTT and began his lnabors.  There he
met and mwarricd the daughtier of Dr. Morrarr, and
ghortly afterwards advanced to Kolobeng and established
his mission. Tn 1843 he labored in Mobatzs, wnd in
1845 in Chaunane. TUp tc 1847 he continued hie labors
in that vieinity, making varicus jourpeys info the sur-
rounding country, among the Boer trikes, a savage and
treacherons people who were ineapable of improvement.
While he was away from Kolobeng in 1847 among the
neighboring tribes, the heartless Boere made a descent
apon his mission and uiterly destroyed it, burning his
house and stealing all his property, and murdering
hundreds of the people. Upon his return he found
himself almost a beggar, and surrounded by an openly
hostile people.  Most men wonld have been crushed by
such a blow, but with Dr. Livixaeronz it served only as
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an incentive to still greater effort. Gazing upon the
smouldering embers of his house, and then upon his
defenceless wife and children, he made his resolve and
at once gset ahont its execution. He hastened to Cape
Town with his family, his noble soul animated by a
purpose that thrills us with admiration as we recall it.
He saw the immense difficulties befors him, and realized
that he must henceforth be shackled with no domestic
burdens, and nerved himself to tear from his heart the
tenderest chtords of his nature. He secured a passage
for s family to England, and with emotions we cannot
know, bade them God-speed, and smothered his feelings
in decp and dilligent siudy of the scicnces under the
Royal Astronomer. - Back to Koruman, back to Kolo-
beng he went, turning his back upon all he loved, wnd
went to his scientific work on the arid sands of the
Kalahari Desert in 1849, and was soon rewarded in the
discovery of Lake Ngami. From there he crossed the
Tioghe River, and on to Scheletu's Town, where he won
the chief to his support. He next discovered Lake
Kalai, and then pushed on to Sesheke in 1851, where
he won the confidence of another chicf  Wrom Besheke
he started for the West coast, passing up the Leeba
River, stopping at Barotze and Shinte, beyond which
he diseovered Lake Dilolo. Leaving Lake Dilolo, the
bold-hearted wanderer encountered the most trying
journey he ever made. It was on that jonurney he
waded miles through the swamp, in the water up to his
neck, seeking for a ford. At last he socceeded, and
forced his way on to Njambi, and Cassange, thence
down the Coanza River, reaching Bt. Paul de Loando in
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