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PREFACE.

T HORATIO BRIDGE, E&q., U. 8, N.

M pesn Briner

Some of the move erabbad of my eritics, T nnderstand; have
pronounced your friend egntistical, indiscrent, and pven fmpar-
tinent, on aceount of the Prefaces and Introductions with which,
on several occasions, he has seen fit to pave the readar’s way
inta the interior edifice of a book. In the justice of this cen-
sura I do not exactly concur, for the reasons, on the ane hand,
that the pohliz generally has negatived the idea of unduc
freadom om the anthor’s part, by cvincing, it scéms o me,
rathor more interest in these aforesaid Introdwstions then in the
storiea which followed, —and that, on the othar hand, with
whatever appearance of confidential intimaey, I Liive besn
capetin]ly corsful o make no diselosures reapeciing myself
which the most indifferent ohserver mirht not have besn
acquainied with, and which T was not perfecily willing that
my worst enemy should know.  Tmight farther justify myself,
on the plea that, ever since my youth, I have been addresaing
a vary limited eircle of friendly readers, withont much danger
of being overhaard by the public at large ; and that the hahbits
thus sequired might pardousbly continoe, slthough strangers
may bave begon to mingle with my sudicnes,

Duat the charge, I am bold tosay, is not & reasonable one, in
any view which we can fairly take of it. There is no harm,
but, on the eontrary, good, in arraying some of the ordinary
facts of life in & slightly idealized and artistic guise. I have
taken facts which relste w myself, becouse they chance to be
neareat at hynd, and likewise are my own property. And, 2=
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