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PREFACE.

HE seven fables flanked by the covers
of this bork have to do with as
many strange and wonderful hap-

penings in the history of an infantry
regiment —an infantry regimont of wvolun-
tears — in time of peace. Thoy are scasoned
abundantly, from eod to end, with that
which is astranger than fiction, but they
differ slightly from “ muster-rolls for pay,”
which, I am informed, one has to submit
under opath.

If you are of the volunteer service, you
may be trusted, I think, to catch tho spirit
of these stories; if you are of The Army,
you may consider the tales as illustrative
of the customs of a service to which your
own i but distantly related; but if it is
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your great misfortune to be sn out-and-out
civilisn — why, then you mmust take your
chence with what follows, and lay no
blame upon me shonld you find yourself
on unfamiliar ground.

In snother and an earlier book I related
how we of The Third came to settle our-
selvea in our off-«duty quarters up in The
Battery; how Sam, the veteran gunner of
a by-pone war, won his medal, our most
profound respect, and a place among us
second in importance only to that of the
golonel  commanding; how our horse,
“ Acme,” gained for us great renown and
no littla wealth; how Larry, our seventh
major, rose to the rank of hero; and many
other odd truths concerning the Ol Regi-
meént. So it may bo that, by reason of
having tead these things, you =are mno
stranger to us, to our tradilious, and to our
easy-going ways. But even if to-day you
come for the first tima inte our midst, you
are none the less welcome —and you will




