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The Dominican Republic
CHAPTER L.

Geographical Position—Boundaries—Advantageous Situation
—Distances hetween the Principal Ports of the Republic and
other Ports in Europe and America—aArea—Population—
Climate—Temperature—Seasons—Winds—Healthy Condi-
tion —Vital Statistics —Topography— Mountains —Valleys
and Plains — Hydrography — Ports and Bays — Adjacent
Islands. ]

GeograriICcAL Position.—The Dominican Republic, com-
monly calied Santo Domingo, occupies with the Republic of
Haiti, the island named Hispamiols by Columbus, the first

_Euvropean settlement in the New World. .

This Island lies between 17° 36° 40" and 197 58" 20" north
latitude, and 69° 18" and 747 317 longitude west of Greenwich,
or in the midst of the Antilles or West Indies; almost opposite
Central America; about 5o miles southeast of Cuba. and the
same distance west of Porte Rico; 1,245 miles from New
York; sco from Florida; 7,440 to the south of the central New
England coast; about the same distance from Mexico; 480
miles from Venezuela; #40 from Celon; 3,850 from Southamp-
ton; 3,900 from Havre, and 4,270 from Hamburg,

Bounparies.—The Dominican Republic is bounded on the
north by the Atlantic Ocean, the nearest land being some of
the smaller isianda on the eastern portion of the Bahamas
group; on the east lies the Mona passage, 7o miles wide, which
separates the isiand from Porto Rico, and contains the small
islands called Mona, Monito and Desecheo ; on the west [ies the
Haijtian Republic, while to the south extends the Caribbean
sea. The island is separated from Cuba by the San Nicolds
channel or Windward Passage, 48 miles in width, and from
the island of Jamaica by the channel bearing that name, 100
miles wide. '
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ADVANTAGEOUS SITUATION.—The geographical position of
the Republic is so privileged that it Ties between the Atlantic

Ocean and the Caribbean Sea, in other words, on the path of
~ all the ships to or from Europe passing through the Panama
Canal, If the prosperity of the Republic is now most promis-
ing, no one can foretell what it will be when the Canal is open.
The importance of Santo Doemingo will increase tenfold, com-
mercially, industrially, and strategically. No ship will cross
the Canal on her way to Europe, the western coast of North,
Central, or South America and Mexico, or on her way to the
Far East, without passing through the Mona Pass, opposite the
splendid bay of Samani. The country lies right in the way,
as all other routes fo and from the Canal are either less safe
or longer than the route through the Mona Pass, between
Santo Domingo and Porto Rico. There are other passes,
such as that between Cuba and Haiti, the San Antonio pass
between Cuba and Mexico, and the various channels between
the several islands of the Windward group. None of these,
however, offer the same advantages the Mona Pass affords,
not only as the shortest route, but also because the ships taking
this roite may call at ports in the Dominican Republic for
provisions, repairs, etc.

On the other hand, the proximity of the Republic to the
greatest marts of the world, makes the country peculiarly suit-
able for all kinds of investments. There are but two Latin
American republics, Mexico and Cuba, nearer the United States
than the Dominican Republic; none, however, is nearer ta Eu-
ropean ports, so that there will always be a market for Domin-
ican products abroad.
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