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EXPLANATIONS.

1. Names of towne in New Heawpshire are oot often followed
by N. H., the initials of the name,

2. When several children are born in the eame place, the
name of the town is given with the firat, and not repested after
the name of each child. .

3. Dates before 1752 are in Old Style; snd when double
dates are given, from January 1st to March 25th, I use the last
figures to indicate the historica! in preforence to the civil and
ecclesisstionl vear, which began March 25th. When during
that period only one date ie found, the year is umcertain, and
in different recorda a different year may be named.

4, Abbreviations: abt., about; ae., aged; b., born; bapt.,
baptized ; unm., nnmarried ; tem., removed; res., resided or
residence ; 8., son; dat., davghter; w., wife; ch., children;
5. p- (sine prole ), without issue.

5. The small index figure &t the right of p name denotes the
generation of the person, dating from Edward Chapman® of
Ipewich.

6. Fumiliea are nomberad in order, and large figures st the
left of & pame refer to the nmmber of the family on pages fol-
lowing.

7. The children of a family are numbered by Roman numersls,
I, II, III, etc. These nombers mre not alweyas in the same
order a8 their births. The grandchildren are pumbered by
Arabio figares, 1, 2, 8, ete. Great grandobildren by 1), 2}, 8),
ete.

8. The names of those who died\undar 21 years of age are
often omitted in the index.

9. Passages enclosed in brackets, with an interrogation point,
aa [ ]? are doobtful. >
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10, In gpelling I ususlly follow the briefest and latest form,
apelling names of earlier gemerations as I suppose they wrote
them.

11. I would gladly have given more extensive notices of prom-
inent and useful persons, but I bave been compelled to condense
and abridge the materials in my hande sc as to bring the
expense of the work within the reach of those who are interested
in their family history, aud yet do nof feel able to expend much
to perpetuste the memory of thelr Lonored ancestry and rela-

tives.
JACOB CHAPMAN.



PREFACEH.

In conclnding the leat of five volumes of family history, upon
which I have spent the best part of fifteen years, I would ex-
press my thanks to the hondreds who have sided me in collect-
ing materials for theess volumes. For tkose whao feel 0o interest
in their ancestors, or only encugh &o erect & atona over their
sshes, I have no reproashes. I never believed in the perfection
of homan nature. Etrunsz in & oarrow groove, and, if not aided,
takes the downward track. Too many float with the current,
and seem to care little aboat whance they camae or whither they
are going. Still it moat be confessed that for what we Aave,
snd for what we are, we are deeply indebted to others who
bave gone before ws. If we build higher then they, it is becanag
they laid foondations for us. If we deny our obligations to
them, we exhibit our ingratitnde and oar folly. 1 once knew &
man who patiently toiled for many years to obtain an excellent
farm and buildinga for &n only aon, who, when he inherited the
Bame, is said to have exclaimed,—* What is the use of giviag
ooe p farm if you do not give him the money to ron it with!”
There are probably still some persons like that ‘¢ profane per-
son Esan* who despiged hia birthright.

1 suppose we are all by natore seifish and nngrateful. IF we
do not love our Father in beaven, is it reasonshle to expect that
we shall feel much interest in car earthly ancestors? How can
we feel moch interest in those to whom we are ladebted for onr
esrthly existence, if we &now nothing abouk them? Teo satisfy
ourselves with the fleeting objecta of the present hour, does not
do much eredit to our minds or our hearts.

This work hsas been prepared with much labor and expense,
to perpetuate upon the printed page the nomes and the virtnes
of seven or eight geoeralions of & quiet family, some branehes
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of which are already extinct, end can live only on the page of
history and in the influences they imparted to others.” I expect
no peeuniacy returno for the labor 1 have expended, and shall be
thaokful if I receive a fourth part of the money paid out; but
it will probably go into hundreds of famllies and into poblic
libraries, for the benefit of the present and of future genera-
tions, so that those of the family who care abont their fore-
fathers and their distaut relatives may, at a small expense,
obtain much aid in prosecuting their researches.

I cannot bat believe that in future generations there will be
oot & few who will be grateful for these records, many of which
wonld have been loat if they had not been eoliected in the cen-
tary now closing, Any intelligent reader may gain some idea
of the difficulty of such & task, if he will endertake to coliect
and arrenge the recorde of eoy family for two handred and fifty
vears, when more than mine oot of ten of the members have long
lain in their graves and bave been forgotten for years, and when
not & few of their own posterity are nowilling to render any aid
in rescuing from oblivion the oames of their ancestors, and per-
petuating the memory of their lzbors and their virfues.

It is hard to believe that a Lhoman being can he willing to
forget the persons from whom be Las received lis life and a
better part of his possessions ; bob it may be true. If we have
advanced in the progress of time so rapidly as to lose sight of
our ancestora and ignore our parentage, we may think much of
ourselves, but probably few otbers will agree with os. Exces-
sive refinement may tend to bacharism, but if we carefully lock
backward, we shall And the past constgntly throwing its light
on the present and on the foture. Oor eyes most be dim and
oor cars dull if we perceive nothing profieble in the wisdom
and the virtoes and even the follics of those who have gone
before nas.

It any ever call this wotk my folly, it will not tronble me.
An infide! ooce eaid,—** When & man is dead, no matter whether
he is sunk in the ocean or in & mud-hole.” But if you will visit
his grave, you will probably Aod standing over his mshea a
marble monument, erected in acoordance with his own wishes.
Why not so? What human being who has led & decent life is
williog to be entirely forgotten by all his friends and relatives?



