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PETER COLLINSON.

Tae name indicates where those who would profit by the
teachings of history may find a happy illustration of the many
excellent traits of character which result from a life conformed
to principles of Friends. The sect has heen much eriticised;
the number of its adherents is hmited in extent! we do not our-
selves see things spiritual in the Light they do, and we have
heretofore expressed our dizsent and given our reasons 38 occa-
sion prompied. But the truth of history must concede to them
rare virtues, characterized sa they are by sclfdenial, and emi-
nent suecess in their efforts to relicve suffering humanity. In-
deed they deny themselves the nse of some agencies which most
Christians think powerful and effectual as means of deing good.
They have had the test of time; they have had their trials,
neither few nor small; they have been gifted agd scanned;
and, while differing from almost all the rest of the world in
some great leading rules of lifs and conduet, they have perse-
vered and have been sustained: after the lapse of more than
two centuries, the world sees ‘s vast prodact of good to the
whole human family from the labours of these few men. Upon
whom ¢leo in the wide world, sinee time began, hae the sun of

truth shone with & brighter light to carry him to the dark re-
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cesges and secret depths of sorrow, suffering, sin and shame, to
relieve the miseriea of a brother sinner, a fellow immeortal?
Wherever man presents himself, of whatever race or kind; how-
ever wrecked in body, in mind, or in estate; however savage,
barbarous, and idolastrous; however vicious and corrupt, the
elave of his appetites and passions; nay, however sunk in the
depths of infamy and erime, Friends regard him still ae a fellow
cresture, to whom “our Father in heaven™ has imparted an
immortal soul, snd whe, while life lasts, shonld be treated and
cared for as a follow traveller to eternity.

Their success in thess efforts hes certainly been pre-eminent.
Witncas their treatment of tho criminal and of tho insane. We
cite this as one of the good traits for which Friends sro distin-
guished, and # iz one whith has contributed to give character
to the age. Who does not rejoice to live in an age when the
ingane sre no longer treated with cruelty, and when the mest
wretched in crime may be taught that there is still, for them
even, a God of infinitc merey? How do we look back with
wonder uwpon the thowssnds of years the world had existed
before it was discovered that a grand panacea for diseases of
the mind was to be found in the law of love? And how does
the world seem to have forgotten that one came down from
heaven .“and sbode awhile in the flesh,” to teach man how he
should treaf hig brother-sinner, and to point the dying malefac-
tor to the gate of beaven? For the genersi prevalence, blessed
influence, and practical application of these truths, we mre
greatly indebted to Friemds,

Their quiet virtues, happy amenities, and silent worth, do not
atiract the gaze of the world; but they will repay us for seek-
ing out and locking into them. 'Iheir simple habita; their
indnstry, integrity, and thrift; their pleasure in doing good;
their intense intercst in nature’s varied handiwork; their est-
mate of things conducive to comfort, peace, and happiness, over
things luxuricus and things ostentations; their abhorrence of
war; their sctive sympathy with all in distress, and their pre-
ference of the “good name which is better than precious oint-
ment” over worldly glory, had all a faithful representative in
Peter Collinson. In their full representation we do not think
the Society has produced his superior. We do not say that he
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was a hetter man than George Fox or William Penn; that he
was 80 deep & thinker ag Dr. Fothergill; that he did more to
leave s name behind him than James Logan; that he was so
great a naturalist as John Bartram; or, that he relieved sa
much distress as Elizabeth Fry. But, studying his character
as it has been recently developed, it docs appear to ue that he
combined more of all theie respective gualities than etther of
the individusls named. One who has done more than any other
towards this development, and whoe understands the whole sub-
ject as well a8 any man living, says of him, in a manwseript
now under our eye—* he was one of the earliest and most dis-
tinguished cultivators, and most distinguished patrons, of the
Natural Seiences in the Society of Friends; and, at the same
time, an hvnowur and an ornament to the sect.” It must be
scknowledged that the same authority says of Dr. Fothergill,
the intimate friend of Peter Collinson, that he *regards him
a8 the most sccomplished Quaker that ever lived, whether eon-
sidored as » man of science, or as 2 philanthropist”™ —adding,
“while the Bocioty of Friends may ever .be proud of their
great lawgiver Penn, tho lovers of nature smong them may
boast of a Logan, a Collinson, & Fothergill, and a Marshall; to
onch of whomn a genus has been dedicated, that will preserve
the memory of their worth ‘and services a3 Jong ss the plants
which bear their names shall continue to grow.” But the pre-
eminence in secomplishments among Friends, which our corres-
pondent sseigns to Dr, Fothergill; relates particalarly to science
and philanthropy. As a practical utilitarian, a helper of others
to do good to their fellow-men, and to attain the heights and
depths of scientific discovery; to push their researches through
difficultice and dangera to earth’s remotest bounds, and perhaps
in some other characteristic cxcelloncics, Peter Collinson sur-
passed him; although it muost at the same time be confessed
also, he was mot o good aW'h]g-nor 80 great o friend to our
revolutionary movement.

Could we nsk Dr. Franklin—*who, of all men, best deserved
a siatue, in commemoration of active, disinterested, and valua-
ble services in building up the Philadelphia Library " he would
eay, ‘‘ Peter Collinson."” Those most knowing in the early his-
fory of this insiitution now say, that the marble which occu-
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piesa niche in its front, would have found a more fitting place
in front of the Philosophical Hall opposite. - Ask Franklin
again, “from whom he derived the information, and who fur-
nished him with the hints and put into hizs hands the actual
means whereby he made his splendid diseovery of the identity
of lightning and electricity,” and he will tell yau, * Peter Col-
lingon."* Tt iz melancholy to think that his thirty years gra-
toitous and invaluable services for the Library should have
been terminnted by this excellent man, as we have good anthor-
ity to believe, under a sense that they had not been duly cati-
mated by those having it in charge.

He wa# the only man in the Royal Society at London who
appreciated Franklin’s letters announcing hin discovery; which,
when first cvmmunieated there, were frowned down, sneered at,
and refased a place in their. published transactions. Peter
Collinson had them published, drew the attertion of knowing
men to them, excited admiration of the wonderfol seeret dis-
olosed, and was among the very first to forcsee and proclaim
Franklin's wndying renown. ;

He did more than any man living t;u help to make John
Bartram what he became, and without his aid Bartram could
never have accomplished one half his wonderful achieverents.
Dr. Fothergill goes so far as to bay, “That eminent naturalist,
John Bartram, may almost be szid to have been erested such
by my friend’s assistanee,”” “constantly exeiting him to perse-
vere in investigafing the plants of America, which he has exe-
cuted with mdafahgairla labour through a long eourse of yesrs,
and with amasing suceess,”

* In Dr. Lettsom’s adition of Iir. Fothergill's works we find a letter from
Dr. Franklin to Micheel Collineon, Eaq., dsted © Craven Street, Peb. 8, 1770,
from which we give an extract. _After reforring to ‘and describing Ihnwllliﬂﬂ 2gr=
wiced readered to the Philadaiphia Library, he goes.on 1o sy

o Du!lhg the same time he tranamitted to the Directors of the Library the -m‘r]lul
aciounts of every new Eurdpesn improvement in agricultare and the sris, and every
philosophical dissovery; among which, i 1745, he sent ower an sseount of the
oew.(German experiments in electrigity, tog!llm with & glnes tube, and some direc
tion for using it, e0 as'lo repent thess experiments. This was the first nobico I
hed of that curious sulject, Which I afterwnrds prosecuted with some diligenee,
being encodraged by the friendly reception he gave to the letters | wrote to him
upon it.  Ploase to accept this small testimony of mine to his memory, for which [
shall ever have the utmost respect; and bakieve me, with sincers estesm,

Dear Bir, your most obedient, humble servant, o
B. Frasguin”™
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It 1 an interesting fact, that it should have been reserved for
onr own time and for our own couniry, to bring to light far
 more than was before known of the life, history, and seientific
habits and correspondence of that eminent and excellent man,
who was a London merchant, and who died about the middle of
the last century. True, the English themselves acknowledge,
that it was an American who first told them what they
wanted to know about Schastian Cabot. The Edinburg Re-
viewers, cven before that, had found out that “ they shonld soon
learn to love the Americans if they sent them many more
guch books,” as one which Robert Walsh had written ahbont
Franee,,

The recent work by Dr. Darlington, a Pann&yh'anmn has
awakened deep interest in England; with regard to one of their
own sons collaterally introduced, and is equally well spoken of
on both gides the water. Tt is eotitled, * Memorialg of John
Bartram and' Humphry Marshull;”" but nearly one half of its
five hundred and ‘nivety-five pages of fair, large, open type, is
occupied with the lettera of Peter Collingon. No Philadelphiag
can resd it withont feeling that the next sistue erected in.the
city of brotherly love after those of Penn and Franklin, and
that contemplated in honour of Washington, should be ome to
perpetyate the memory of what ghe owes to Peter Collinson.
Whoever reads it will find interesting matiers of colonial
hlsﬁury, minute particulars illustrating the character of the
intercourse between this comntry and the old for fifty years
before the Revolution, which he sees no where else.

But to return to Peter Collinson—sinee sonnding his praises
#o lond, we must be permitted to call up Sonthey to our sup-
port. He thes sums wp in few words, what was known and
thought of this London friend of cur own Logan, Franklin and
Bartram, in hia time:

« Peter Collinson, whose PIOIIE mermm'y ought to be a stm:ul-
ing toast at the meetings of the Horticultaral Society, used to
gay that he never knew an ingtance in which the pursuit of such
pleasura as “the culture of a garden affords, did not find men
temperate snd virtuous, or make them so. And this may be
affirmed 28 an undeniable and not unimportant faet relating to
the lower classes of society, that whenever the garden of & cot-
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tage or other humble dwelling is carefully and neatly kept,
neatness and thrift and domestic comfart will be found within
doors.

“When Mr, Allison aettled at Thaxed-{}mnga, Englich gardens
wWersa 'bugmmng generally to profit by the benevelent and happy
endeavours of Peter Collinson to improve them. That singn-
larly good man availed himself of his mercantile connection,
and of the opportunities afforded him by the Royal Society, of
which he was one of the most diligent and usefnl members, to
procure gecds and planta from all paris of the world, and thess
he liberally communieated to his friends. 8o they found their
way first into the gardens of the curious, then of the rich, and
lastly, when their beauty recommended them, spread themasslvea
in those of ordinary persons. He divided his time between the
counting-honse in Grace-church street, and his country house
snd garden at Ml Hill near Hondon; it might have grieved
him conld he have foroseen that his grounds there would pass
into the hands of s purchaser who in mere ignorance rooted
out. the rarest plants, and cut down trees which were searcely
to be found in ]ra-rfacﬁan any where else in the kingdom at that

- time.

~«Mr, Collingon wae a man of whom 1t-m truly =aid thet, not
having sny pablic station, he was the means of procuring
national advantages fur his comntry, and possessed an influcnce
which wealth cennot purchase, and will be honowred when
titles are forgotten. For thirty years he executed 'gratuitously
the commissions of the Philadelphia Subseription Library, the
first that was established in America; ho assisted the directors
in their choice of -beoks, took the whole eare of collecting snd
shipping them, and transmitted to the directors the earliest
acconnt of every improvement in agricolture and the arts, and
of every philosophical diseovery
* Franklin, who was the founder of that library, made his first
electrical experiments with an apparatus that had been sent to
it a3 a present by Peter Collinson; He deemed it, therefore, &
proper mark of scknowledgment to inform him of the snccess
with which it had been used, and his firet essays on electricity
were ongmnlly communicated to this good man. They were



