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PREFACE

HAVE tried to write of the life I know, the lifé T have
lived, and of the lives of the people whom, above all
others, T love, and of whom I am so proud.

My people have been miners for generations, and I myself
3%became a miner at the age of twelve. I have worked since then
«~ in the mine at every phase of coal getting until about five years
~.2go, when my fellow workers made me their checkweigher,

4 I say this that those who read my book may know that the
things of which I write are the things of which I have first-
hand Enowledge.

JAMES C. WELSH.
UoLas WATER,
Lanapk,

Rdloy
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