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INTRODUCTION.

BY THE EDITOR,

Iy placing before the public & work with suweh novel
and extracrdinary demands upon ite consideration, a fow

Ita title and contents will doubtless st first sight cause
a smile of incredulity, and will be regarded by many as
one of the devices which are sometimes put forward to
entrap an unsuspecting public into the perusal of & seu-
sational hosx.

For a number of years past the community has besn
surprised with accounts of most incredible marvels; and
from time to time the prees has reported various phe-
nomens in connection with an unrecognized fores and
intelligencs, as ocourring in almost every locality through-
out the habitable globe.

These phenomena are thought by many to be mere
illugions, and by some sttributed to peculisr electrical
conditions; while others seek their solution in an abnormal
state of the brain ; and others still believe them dependent
on an actual intercourss between mortals and those wha
have passed beyond the grave,
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‘vi INTRODUGTIOR.

Having becoms interssted in this mysterions and ex.
citing subject, and finding the means at hand for testing
the various phenomens, I resolved to undertake a series
of experiments, with the hope of exposing & delusion, if
such it were, or perchance, of clearing up e mystery which,
by the magnitude and importance it has already assmmed,
is disturhing the foundstions of old beliefs and steadily
diffusing ita theories and doctrines into the very heart of

Among other expedients to sttain this end (assuming the
hypothesis that spirita of the departed were in a condition
to communieate with mortals), I interrogated, through the
instromentality of & clairvoyant gifted with the remsrk-
.able power of passing at will into an uneenscious or trance
state, the spirits of & number of well-known ipdividuals
concerning their views and sentiments i their present
state of existence,

In response to my gquestions, an intelligent snswer was
received from the Countess Ousoli (Margaret Fuller), with
the sssnrance that my desire was epprebended and woyld
receive the hearty co-operation of those to whom it was
addressed, '

The process by which the papers were given was that
.of dictation through the clairvoyant whila in an abnormal
or trance condition and with her eyes closed. Ths matter
was written in pencil as it fell from her lips, and eubee-
quently transeribed for the press.

The difficulties attending the transmission of ideas
through the medinm of snother mind, even under ordi-
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nary circumstances, must be spparent to all, and the wn-
prejudiced reader may readily perceive obetacles to the
literal reproduction of their respective styles and language
by the various contributors. '

Yot, notwithstanding the impedimenta to felicity of ex-
preesion, I feel assured that persons at all familiar with
the charseteristics of the originals will readily perceive
s marked resemblance in style so that of the aunthora
In the delivery of the articles, their composers would
usnally assume or personate their own individual charme-
teristics; thus, Artemns Waad's conversstion and ges-
tures were exceedingly ludicrous. He wes the very per-
sonification of mirth, cocasionally going to the wall snd
humorowsly “chalking out™ his desigos, Archhishop
Hughes expressed himself in & guist, earnest, and elo-
quent manner, Lady Blessington waa full of vivacity, and
Margaret Fuller was our Presiding Angel; while Booth
‘would become vehement to an intensa degree, and &t times
would mount some article of forniture in the room, becom-
ing passionately eloguent, aa if again upen the “mimie
stage of life.”

An intelligent public will perceive the mental effort
incident upon the production of a series of articles so
unusually varied; embracing the distinctive qualities of
Philosophy, Beience, Religion, Political Economy, Gov-
erument, Batire, Humor, Poetry, Fiction, Narrative, Art,
Astronomy, ete,, ete,; and the guery has filly heen. ad-
vanced, — what mind, in the exereise of its normal func-
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tions, — has furnished a consecutive number of essays so
surprizing in novelty, so diverse in sentiment, so consistent
in trestment, and so foreibly originsl, as those embraced
in this volume? What intellect so versatile sa to repro-
- duoce in song and narrative the characteristic styles of so
many, and yet so dissimilar suthora?

In designating the locality of the Hecond Life, frequent
repetition of certain terms, sach ss spirit world, ete., were
unavoidable. For weeks and months the unseen visitors
were punctual to their appointments, and this novel mode
of bock-making proceeded steadily in interest and variety
until the volume was completed.

The work iz now inscribed to a discriminating public,
with a lively confidence that the advanced intelligence and
freedom of the age will yield it an ingennous reception,

Hmmy J. Hoex.

NEw YoRk, Ootobor 1sf, 1860,
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HENRY J. RAYMOND.

T THE NEW VORK PUBLIC,

I mave often thought that if it shounld ever be my
privilege to become a ghost I would enlighten the
poor, benighted denizens of the earth as to how Jdid
i, and give a more definite account of what I shounld
see, and the transformation that would befall me,
than either Benjamin Franklin or George Washing-
ton had been sble to do in the jargon that had been

-get before me by Spiritualists as coming from thoee
worthies. -

“Stuff! ” I have exclaimed again and again, after
looking over epirit communications and wondering
why a man should become so stilted because he had
lost hie avoirdupoise.

The opportunity which I boasted I wonld not let
glip has arrived. The public must judge of how I
avail myself of this ghoetly power.

Now and then I was troubled with strange mie-
givings about the future life. Ihada;n}lrope that



