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PREFACE.

R

Berore begiuning the study of grammar, pupils shounld
be carefolly traimed in the use of language. Correctness
and faeility in speaking and writing are best gained by prae-
tice; but while it is true that habit, rather than a knowledge
of syntactical rules, eontrols a epeaker’s or writers use of
English, yet, in one who claims to be a scholar, ignorance
of the history aud structure of his language iz no mors
extusable than ignoranse in any other departtment of knowl-

By the grammar of a langnage wo mean the faciz of the
language. In teaching grammar, we should remember that
pupils are to become aequainted with these facts, as far as
possible, through their own efforts. Tet the child becowe a
discoverer, amd let him experience the satisfaction that comes
to every discoverer of truth.

Grammar shoold be teught indoctively. Pupils should
be led, firat, in the light of their own experience, to study
the simple faets of language, and then to investigate the
more difficnlt matters of eonstrnetion and infleetion until
they arrive at the general laws which govern its strueture,
In other words, pupils shonld be helped to help themselves.
And yet it is next to impoasible to present inductive leasons
throughout a text-book. Lessons must ba prepared for
¢lasses of pupils; aod no one but the teacher can know to
what extent cach child needs illustrative exercises, or when
he iz prepared to take the next step.

This book is prepared on a plan somewhat different from
that followed in most Grammars for schools. There are
certain facts of grammar whieh must be learned before the
mastery of other facts becomes possible, But although it
is necessary, for example, to know something of the nature
of pouns and verbs before beginning to analyze a sentence,
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4 PREFACE.

it iz not necessary to teach all that pertains to nouns andd
verbs and to tax the pupils at the cutset with intricacies
and difficulties of language beyond their grasp. Strict classi-
fication of subjects demands such a course, but careful grada-
tion forbids it. It will therefore be found that though each
of the three parts into whieh this beok 1s divided contains
one central ides, its plan of development demands frequent
repetition and reviews.

Thus, in Part I, we have endeavored to lead the pupil,
by easy steps, (1) to understand the usual constructions of
sentences, and (2) to study the uses of words and to classify
themn as parts of speech. This part of the work can he
done easily in a year; aod should the pupil proceed no
farther, he will have gained possession of the most essential
facts concerning the language.

In Part 11 we call the pupil’s attention to inflection, its
extent and usc; and also to the substitutes for inflection,
which are peculiarly important in & language like ours,

In Part IIL the preceding work is again ecarcfully re-
viewed, and some of the more important diffieulties are
considered. Much attention is here given to analysis, and,
in order to facilitate practice in this and to heighten its
value, many carefully selected semtences are supplied, illus-
trating almost every peculiarity of construction.

This bopk iz designed for use in the three grades mext
below the High School, and each Part contains the work for
one sshool year.

In the preparation of this work, the authors have received
help from valuablo works on philology by Professors Earle,
Morris, Lounsbury, and Whitney. They are also indebtsd
to the exvellent works on grammar by D Bain and Pre-
fessors Whitney, Meiklejohn, Tweed, Mulligan, and others,

For a careful reading of our proof, our thanks are due
to Miss Emma Fisher, of the Normal School at Bridgewater,
Mass., and to Professor I, O, 8, Lowell, of the Latin School
at Roxbury, Mass.

The authors will esteem it a favor if their attention is
called to defeets in the book, to the end that it may be
improvad,
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