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Le souffle, le rhythme, [a wraie fores populaire
mangua & la réaction. Flle eut les rois, les trésors,
lea armées; elle éerasa les peuples, mals ellp resta
muette. Elle tua en silence; elle ne put parler
guiaves la eanon sur aes loreibles champs de
bataille, . . . Tuer guinze millions J’hemmes par
la faim et 1'épée, & In bonne heure, ccla se peunt.
Mais faire un petit chant, v air aimé de tous, voila
e gue nolla machination me dommerne . . . Ton
régervé, béni. . . . Ue chaot peut-dtre 4 'aube jaillira
d'on ewur simple, o alouette le trouvera en mon-
tant au aoleil, de son sitlon d avril

MiCuerer.
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WHY MEN FIGHT

1
THE PRINCIPLE OF GROWTH

0 all who are capable of new impressions

and fresh thought, some modification of
former belicfs and hopes has been brought hy
the war. What the modification has been has
depended, in each cage, upon charaeter and cir-
enmstunees but in one form or another it has
been almost universal. Te me, the chief thing
to be learnt through the war has been a eertain
view of the springs of human action, what they
are, and what we may legitimately hope that
they will hegome. This view, if it is true, scema
to afford a basis for political philosophy more
eapable of standing erect in a fime of erisis than
the philosophy of traditional Libcralism has
shown itself to he. The Tollowing lectures,
though only one of them will deal with war, all
are inspired by a view of the springs of action
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which has been suggested by the war. 'And all
of them are informed by the hope of seeing such
politieal institutions established in Furope as
. ghall make men averse to war—a hope which I
firmly helieve to be realizable, though not with-
out a great and fundamenta! reconstruction of
economic and doeial life.

To one who stands outside the eycle of beliefs
and passions whick meke the war seem neces-
sary, an isolation, an almoat unbearable separa-
tion from the general activity, becomes unavoid-
able. At the very moment when the universal
digaster taises compassion in the highest de-
gree, compassion itaclf compels aloofness from
the impulse to seli-destruction which has swept
over Enrope, The helpless longing to save men
from the roin towards which they are hastening
makes if necessnry to oppose the stream, to in-
cur bostility, to bo thought unfeeling, to loza for
the moment the power of winning beliof, It is
imposgible to prevent others from feeling hos-
tile, but it is poseible to avoid any reciproeal hos-
tility on one’s own part, by imaginative under-
standing and the sympathy which grows out of
it. And without nnderstanding and sympathy
it is impossible fo find A enre for the evil from
which the world is suffering.



THE PRINCIPLE OF GROWTH 5

There are two views of the war neither of
which seems to me adequate. The usual view,
in this eountry is that it is due to the wicked- |
ness of the Germans; the view of most pacifista (
iz that it is doe to the diplomatie tangle and
to the ambitions of (Governments. I think both
these views fail to realiza the cxtent to which
war grows out of ordinary hwan nature. Ger-
mans, and also the men who compoze (Govern-
nients, are on the whele nverage human heings,
acloated by the same passions that actuate
others, not differing mueh from the rest of the
world except in their eircurnstances. War iz ac-
cepted by men who ars neither Germans nor
diplomatists with a readiness, an acquiesconece
in untrue and inadeguate reasons, which would
not be possible if any deep ropugnance to war
were widespread in ofher nations or classes.
The untrue things which men believe, and the
true things which they digbelieve, are an in-
dex to their impulses—not necessarily to indi-
vidual impulses in cach ease (since beliefs are
contagions), but to the general impulses of the
community, Wa all believe many things which
we have no good ground for believing, beeanss,
subeonscionsly, our nature craves certain kinds
of action which thege beliefs would render reas-



