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OF ITS PROGRESS
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MOST GRATEFULLY

INSCRIBED,



T HE

INTRODUCTION.

S

THE Collation of the Flebrew MSS of the
Old Teftament being now finifhed, I
think it my duty to exprefs myfelf moit
eruly thankful — firft, to Divine PROVIDENCE;
for that thare of Health, which I have enjoyed
( tho’ of late frequently interrupted ) in perhaps
too clofe an attention, during Ten Years, to a
Work of fuch peculiar Jabour and fatigue — and
fecondly, to all thofe Illuftrious and Learned
Persowns; who, with a public {pirit which has
no parallel in the fupport of any literary under-
taking, and with a piety which exceeds all praife,
have thus liberally fupported 2 Waork, not expe-
dient only, but neceffary, for the Honour of
ReverLaTiON,

As I entered upon this important Work, re-
folved to profecute it wich all the expedition, and
dll the care, in my power; the proper advances
made in i, from year to year, gave me fincere
pleafure. At the end of the ficlt, and every fuc-
ceeding year; I thought it neceffary, for my own
credit in the difcharge of my Truft, as well as the
fatsfaction of my Subferibers, to prefent Them
with a printed Account, both of the Progrefs

made,



6 INTRODUCTION.,

made, and cthe Encouragement granted. And one
of the moft agreeable rewards, which I could pof-
fibly receive during this hard labour, has been the
Approbation, with which thefe annual Accounts
have been honoured by my Patrons : efpecially, as
their Approbation has been followed by the Ap-
plaufe of the Learned in almoflt every part of
Europe.

Being now to conclude the feveral thort hiftories
of this Cellation, with an Account of the laft
year; 1 have been perlvaded to republith, and
prefix, the Accounts of the nine years preceding.
Tt is no wonder, that fome of thofe Gentlemen,
whofe zeal for my Work led them to fubicribe to
it, fhould think the annual Accounts worthy of
prefervation : and yet it would have been ftrange,
if feveral of thofe little pamphlets had not been
loft, thro’ different accidents. This has been the
cale ; and I have frequently been applied to, with
fome earneltnels, for other copies of thefe Ac-
counts, in order to make Sets compleat: which
requefts I have fometimes been unable to comply
with, as all the copies for a few of the years had
been before given away. A defire therefore
oblige all my Sublcribers, to the utmoft of my
ability, is the apology I have to offer for this Re-
publication; and I fhall beg leave to introduce it
with a few hiftorical particulars.

Soon
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Saon after my entrance in this Univerfity, when
I learnt the Hebrew language from the celebrared
Dr Hu x 1, Regius Profeflor of the Oriental lan-
guagess Ithen was, and continued for fome years,
ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the fntegrity of our
Hebrew Text: taking it for granted ( as men of
Jearning far fuperior to mine did, almoft univer-
fally, chro’ Europe ) that, if the printed copies of
the Hebrew Bible at all differed from the Originals
of Mofes and the Prophets, the variations were
very few and quite inconfiderable.

But, in defiance of thefe prejudices, I became
convinced in the year 1748, that our Hebrew
Text had fuffered from rcranferibers, at leaflt as
much as the copies of other antient writings; and
that there are now fuch corruptions in this facred
volume, as affect the Senfe greatly in many inftan-
ces. The particular Chapter, which extorted from
me this conviftion, and which was benevolently
recommended to my perufal { for this very pur-
pofe ) by the Reverend Dr Low Ty, now Lord
Bifhop of Oxford, is the 23d Chapter of the 2d
Book of Samuel.

Having been thus convinced of my own mif-
take, in a matter of fo much moment ; I thought
it my duty to endeavour to convince others, And
accordingly, in 1753, [ publifhed a Diflertation on
the latrer part of that Chapter, beginning ar the
8th wverfe; which verfe feems to contain more and
greater miftakes than are perhaps to be found elfe-

where,
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where, among the fame number of words, To
the remarks on this chapter I added ( by way of
Second Part) an account of Sevenrty Hebrew
MSS, which I had then difcovered ; and I fpeci-
fied feveral inftances of their Various Readings,
which indeed I found to be both numerous and
nmportant.

This difcovery of o many written copies, hither-
to entircly unknown or unattended to, differing
fo effencially in many inftances from the printed
copies of the Old Teftament, ftruck every reader
with furprife. Whillt the more learned, and the
more candid, of thefe readers were led to exprefs
their warm wilhes — that no farther time might
be loft, than had been loft already, in delaying
the perfect examination of MSS, which were found
to be capable of fuch public advantage.

In the year 1758, when the Delegates of the
Prefs at Oxford, with very laudable intentions,
requelted the feveral Profeffors to recommend to
them fuch Works, as they thought would be moft
acceptable to the Public, and which it would be
moft honourable for Them to encourage the pub-
lication of 5 our [lebrew Profeffor recommended
various particulars, the firlt of which was A Colla- -
tion of all theje Hebvew MSS of the Old Teftament,
which were preferved in the Bodleian Library.

The Right Reverend Dr SgcxeR, then Lord

Bifhop of Oxford, and late Arch-Bifhop of Canter-
: bury




INTRODUCTION. g

bury { by whofe ceath this Work has been de-
prived of its firt Patron, and has loft His Graces
farther Recommendation, as well as the ufefulnefs
of His Advice ) was fo thoroughly convinced of
the great importance of {uch a Collation, that He
preffed me ftrongly to undertake it. And indeed
He was the Perfon, not only who firit endsavoured
to perfvade me (in 1757 ) but alfo who chiefly
prevailed with me { in 1760 ) to give up my life to
this laberious Undercaking. In the year 1758,
His Lordhip honoured me with a Letter, from
which the following is an extrack.

Slr, Deaneny of 5t Paal's Mar, 1oy 17580

1 have long wilhed, that the Hebrew MSS of
the Olg Teftament at Oxford were collated — if
you are willing to undertake it, I think you the
fitteft ; and am glad the Delegates have pitched on
you, I prefume you would have been glad, if they
would have made propofals to you, racher than
have defired you to make propofals to them : but
what Advice would be proper in either cafe, I am
unable to fay — If an annual Salary be propofed ;
it will probably be expected, that the number of
Years for compleating the Worle fhall be fixed —
I hope, whatever Doubes or Dificulties may arife,
the Defign will not be foon abandoned, from de-
{pair of getting thro’ them —This is all that eccurs
at prefent to

Your loving brother and fervant,

Tro, Oxronrp,
B
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Soon after the receipt of this letter, His Lord-
fhip was advanced to the See of Canterbury ; and
His Grace then wrote to me, as follows,

Sir, Deanery of 5t Pauls; Apr, 15, 1758,

I am very willing to take the part, which I
thought was proper for the late Arch-Bithop, of
confulting with the other Bithops, concerning fome
proper method of encouraging the Undertaking
propofed to you — What their opinion may ke, 1
cannot fay beforehand — when I am able, I will
give you farther information. In the mean while
preparing for the prefs the Work, which you men-
tion, 1 think will be a very proper employment.
I with you good Succefs in it, and am &c.

The Work, mentioned by His Grace, was A
Second Dilfertation on the printed Hebrew Text,
which I publifhed in the beginning of the year
17603 having then feen 110 MSS of the whole,
or parts, of the Tebrew Bible, And in confe-
quence of the additional difcoveries therein made,
I was il more flrenuoully exhorred by feveral
Great Perfons, and in particular by the Arch-
Bifhop of Canterbury, to enter upon the Collarion
of thefe MSS, I confented; and publithed Pro-
poials. And, afrer Fl1s Grace had begun an
Annual Subfeription, for the fupport of this Work ;
T applied to the Delsrates at Oxronrp, who readily
patronized it hikewile : as did allo feveral learned
Individuals, and fome Colleges, in this Univerfity,

Thele




