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EXTRACTS FROM THE ELECTION LAWS, ETC,
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
OFFICE OF THE BECEETARY 0F THE COMMONWEALTH,
Rrcmwonp, Sepiember, 1806,

The followlng extracts from the electlon laws, complled from the Code
of Virginia, s emended to deds, are published for the information of offi-
cers engaged In conducting elections and adcertaining and certifying thelr
regulis. They embraca only such provisions of the law as are lmportant
to be obesrved by theme officars while ao engaged. The electoral board and
reglstration laws are aleo glven for the gzuldamce of officers charged with
the conduct of electlons,

D. @ BUGLESTON,
Heeretary of the Commonirenith.

Franchise Clause of the {onatitution of Virginis,
ARTIHOLE IT.
ELECTIVE FRARCHIBE AND QUALIFICATIOGNS OE OFTICE.

Sec. 15, Every male cltlzen of the Tnlted Btates, twentyone years of
sge, who has been a regident of the Biafe two years, of the county, ¢lty, or
town oue year, and of the preciaet ln which he offers to vote, thirty deys,
next preceding the election in which he offers i vote, haa besn reglstered,
and has pald hie Btate poll taxed, ss hereinafler roquired, ehall be em-
titled to vote for members of the General Asgembly and all officers elactlve
by the peopla; but removal from one precimet to another, In the same
county, city of tows shall not depelve acy person of his rights to vote in
the precinet from which ha hoa moved, untll the ezpiration of thirty dayse
after ench removal,

Hec. 19, There shall bs general regletratioms in the counties, citles
and towms of the State during the yeara mimateen hupdred and two and
nineteen hundred and three at such times and In such manoner ae may be
pregeribed by an ordingmee of this Conwentlon, At such reglstrations
every male cltizen of the United Btates having the quallficatione of age
and residence required Im eectlom eighteen shall be entltled to regheter, If
he be:

First. A person who, prior to the adoption of thls Constitutlon, served
In time of war in the army or navy of the Unlted States, of the Con-
federate States, or of any State of the TUnilted Statea or of the Confeder-
ata States; or,

Becond. A som of any such persod; or,

Third. A person, who owne property. upen which, for the year mnext
preceding that In which he offers to regluter, State taxes ageregating at

+ least one dollar have been paid; or,

Fourth. A person able to read any sectiom of this Constitotion sub-
mitted to him by the oflcers of reglstration and to give a ressonable ex-
planation ef the same; or, if unable to read such asectlon, able to under-
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stand and give a reasonable explanation theresf when read to him by
the officers. ;

A roll containing the names of all persoms thus registered, eworn to
and certified by the officers of registration, shall be filed, for record and
praservation, in the clerk’s office of the elrcuit court of the coanty, or the
clerk's office of the corporatlon court of the eity, as the case may be
Persons thus enrolled shall not be reguired to register again, unless they
shall have ceased to bs residenta of the State, or become disqualified by
paction twenty-4ihree, Any person denled registraifon under this section
shall have the right of appcal to the clroudt court of his county, or the cor-
poration court of his city, or to the judge thereof in vacatlon,

Bec. 20, After the firat day of Janvary, olpeteen humdred and four,
every male citizen of the Unlted Btstes, having the gqualifications of age
and residence required In sectlom eighteen, shall bo entitled to regieter,
provided:

Firsl. That he has peracnally pald to the proper officer all Siaie poll
taxes assessed or assgessable againat him, onder this or the former Con-
stitntion, for the three years mext proceedlug that im which he offers to
reglater; or, If he come of age ot puch flme that ne poll tax ahall have
been aspessable against him for the year preceding the year io which he
offers to register, has pald ome doller and fifty ceuts, in eatiefection of the
firet yeer's poll tax assemsable against him; and,

Becond. That, unless physlcally unable, hie make aphlicsation to rexis
tar In his own handwriting, without ald, suggestion, or memorandum, In
tha presence of the regiatvation offlcers statlng therein his name age,
date snd place of birth, resldence and ccoupation it the thme and for the
two years next preeeding, and whether he has previcuely woled, and, T
g0, the State, county, and precinet in which he voted last; gnd,

Third. That be anewer on oath any and sl questions alfecting his
qualificationg as "an elector, submitied to him by the officers of regletra-
tion, which questions, akd hls enswers thereto, sball be reduced to writ-
ing, eceartified by the aald officers, and preserved ae a part of thelr official
records, )

Ser. 21. Any person tegistered under elther of the last iwo sectiomns,
gha!] have the right to yote for members of the Genoral Asgembly and all
officers elective by the peopla, subject to the following conditions:

That he, unlezs exempted by sectlon tweniy-two, shall, 48 a prere
gquitite to the right to wote alftar the fArst of Januwery, nineteen hondred
snd four, personally yay, at lesst aix months prier to the election, all State
poll taxes neRoseed or Aagessable agalnat him, under this Constitution, during
the thres years next Preceding thalr in which he offers to vota; provided
that, If he register after the frst day of Jaouary, nineteen hundrédd and
four, he shall, nniese phyaically unable, prepera and deposit hia ballot
without aid, on such printed form as the law may prescribe; but any voter
registered prior to that data may be alded in the preparation of his hallot
by such officer of aelectlon as he himeelt may Adeslgnate.

Her, 22, No person who, doring the late war betwesn the Btates served
in the army or navy of the United Statea, or the Confederate SHtates, or
any State of the United States, or of the Confederate Btates, shall at any
time be required to pay a pell tax as a preregulslie o ihe right io register
or wote. The collection of the State poll tax azsessed] against any one
phall not be enforced by legal process until the same bhas become three
years past due.

Sac, 23, The followlng persons shall be excluded from registering and
voting. Tdiots, lnsane persons, and paupers; pergoms who, prior to the
adoption of this Constitution, were dlpgualified from voting, by convic-
tion of crime, either within or without this State, and whose disabllities
shall not have beep removed; persone convieted after the adopilon of this
Copetitotion, elther within or withoui thia Htate, of treason, or of any
telony, bribery, petit larceny, obtaining monsy of property under falss
pretances, embezzlement, forgery, or perjury: persons Who, while citlzens
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of this SBtate, after the adoption of this Cemstitution, heve fought a duel
with a deadly weapon, er sent or actepted a chaellenge to flght such duel,
elther within or without this Btate, or knowingly conveyed a challenge,
or alded or assizted 1o any way in the fght of such Jduel,

Bec. 24. Wo officer, soldler, seaman, or marine of the United 8tates army
or pavy eghall be deemed to have gained a resldence ae to the right to suf-
frage In the Btate, or in any county, city or town thereof, by reason of be-
ing atationed thereln; nor ghall an inmate of any charitable instiiution
or & student in any institutlop of learning, be regarded ge having either
galned or lost B resldence, as to the Flght of auffrage, by reason of his
location or sejourn ln auch lnstitutlon.

Bec. 25 The Cetierml Assambly shall provide for the annual reglstra-
tlon of voters under eecctlon twenty, for an appeal by any person denled
reglatration, for the correction of illegal or frandulemt registration, thers-
under, and also for the proper transfer of sll voteg registered under this
Constitetion.

Bee, 28 Any person who, In respect fo aga or resldenes, would be
qualified to wote at the next election, ghall be sdmitted to reglstrution,
notwithetanding that at the time thereof ha 18 not so guallfied, and shafl
be entitled to vote at eald electfon if then qualified undar the provisions of
thia Censtitutlon.

Heo, 27, All slectione by the peap]a shell be h:F ballof; all elections
by any representative body shall be tiwg wvocs, and the vote recorded in
the journal thereof.

The ballot-box shall be kept fn publle view Auring all elections, and
ghall not ba opened, nor the ballets canvassied or counted, o secret.

8o far as consletent with the provislons of thia Ga‘.ulutlt.l.ltlunr the abso-
lute secrecy of the ballot shall bhe madntained,

Bec, 28 The General Aseembly ghall provide for ballnt-s without aoy
distinguwishing mark or eymbol, for wee 1o all State, county, cliy, and other
elections by the peopls, and the formn therga! ghall ba the same in gl
places where aoy euch electlon Is held Alt bellote shall contaln the
names of the cxndidates, and of the offices to be filled; Iln clear print and
in due and ovderly suecesglon; bul mny voler may erase apy nalle ghd in.
gert amother.

Bec. 29. No voler, dorlng the tima of hu!d!ng any slsction gt which
he i3 epiitled to vote, ghall be compelled to porform military service, ex-
cept in time of war or publle danger; to attend any court as suitor, juror,
or wliness; and no voter sball be smhject to mrrest under any civll
process during hiy attendance at electom or Iln going to or retarnlmg there-
from.

Bec. 40, The General Aaaembl:v maF prescribe & property gqualification
not exceedlng two handred and fifty dollars for voters In any county or
subdivision thereof, or cifyr or itown, =8 a prerequialte for votlng In any
electfon for offlcers, other than the members of the Geperal Assembly,
to he wholly elected by the voters of such county or subdivision thereof,
or clty, or town; such actlon, 1f takeo, to be had upon the Initlative of a
repregentatlve In the General Assembly of the eounty, clty or town af-
focted; provided, that the General Assembly, In Jta discret)on, may make
such exemptions from the operatlom of eald property quelification ar shall

- not be In conflict with the Copatitation of the Unlted States.

Sec, 21. Thers shall be In each county and elty an electoral board,
composed of three members, appointed by the elrcuit court of the county
or the corporation comrt of the clty, of the Judge of the court io vacation,
0! those fArst appolnted, one ghall be appointed for a term of one year,
one for a term of two 7 ears. and one for a term of thres years; and
thereafter thelr successors shall be appoinfed for the full term of thres
FEATE. Any vacancy occurring o any board szhall be fAlled by the zame
guthorlty for the unexplred term.

Ezach electoral board ghall appolpt the :]udges. clerks, and resistrars
of electlon for Its county or city; and, In appointing Judgzes of elections,
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representation as far as posslble ehall be given to each of the two political
parties which, at ithe pemeral slectlon next preceding thelr appointment,
cart the highest and next highest nomber of votes.

No person, nor the deputy of any parson, holding any offica or posat of
profit or emolument, under the United Btates Government, or who ia In
the amployment of wuch goverument, or holding any slective office of profit
of trudt In the Btate, or in any county, <fty, or town thereof, shall be ap-
pointed a member of the electoral board, or regletrar, or judge of elsction.

Hec. 82, Every person quallfied to vote shall be slizglble to apy office
of the State, or of any county, city, town, or other subdivielon of the Btate,
whereln ha resides, except as otherwlpe ‘provided in this Constitution, snd
exgept that thls provislon as to resldemce shall not epply to any offtes
electlve by the peopls where the law provides otherwlse, Men gnd women
e¢ighteen years of age sball be eliglble to the office of notary publie, and
qualified to exeoute the bonds required of them ip that capacity.

Bec, 33, The terms of all officera elected uznder this Comstltutlon shall
begin on the firet day of February next succesding thelr eloction, uniess
otherwise provided {n thly Congtitution. Al offiesrs, elected or appointed,
shall contlnne to dipcharge the dutles of their offices after thelr terms of
gervice have expired untll thelr sticcoassors have dualified,

Sec. 34. Members of the Oeneral Assembly amd ell officers, axecutive
and judicial, elected or appointed after this Cometitution goed into effect,
shall before they enter oo the performance of thedr pmhlle dutles, severally
take and subacribe tha following oath or affrmation:

“1 do solemnly gwear {or aflrm) that I will gupport the Comstitution
of the United States, end the Comstitutlon of the State of Virghhia or-
dained by the Convention which apsembled lm the elty of Richmend on the
twelfth day of June, nineieen hundred and one, and that T will fgithfally
and Impariislly discharge and perform all the duties Incumbest on me
as——— according to the best of my ebility; so help ma God™

Bee. 35, No pereon sball wote at any legalized primary election for
the nomination of any eandidate for office unless he 13 at the time registered
gnd qualified o vote at the next succesding election,

Sec, 36, The General Assembly ghrll anaect such lawa aS are Tecessary
and proper for the purposs of sgeuring the regularliy and purtty of gen-
eral local and primary elections, and prevemting and punishing any cor-
tupt practices in connectlon therewlth; and shall have power, in additlon
to other pemelties amd puniphments mow or hereafier preseribed by Iaw
for such offances, to provide that persone convicted of them shall thereaf-
tor be disgualifled from voting or holding ofiee.

Bee. 37. The Gensral Apzembly may provide for the use, thromghout the
Htate or in any one or mora countles, citles, and towne In any electlon of
machines for recelving, recording, and countiog the votes caat thereat;
provided, that the secrecy of the votlng be not thersby frepaired,

Sec. 38, After the firat day of Janvary, nineteen hendred and four,
tha treasurer of each county and cify shall, at least five months hefore
each regular electinn, file with the cerk of the elreyit court of his county,
or of the corporation comrt of hie city a llet of sll persons In hiz county or
eity, who have pald met later than aix monihe prior to such electlon, the
State poll toxes required by this Constliution during the thres years next
preceding that Im which such election I held; which llat shall be arranged
alphabetloally, by magisterfal districts or wards, shall stats the white and
colored persone separately, and shall be verified by the oath of the
tressurer. The clerk, within ten doys from the receipt of the lst, shafl
make and certify a sofficlent number of coples thereof, and shall deliver
one copy for sach voting place In We county or city, to the sheriff of the
county or zergeant of the city, whose dufy 1t shall be to post ome eopw,
without delar, at each of the voting-places, and, within ten days from
the recelpt thereof, to meke return on oath to the elerk, as to the places
whers and dates at which sald coples were respectively posted; which return
the clark shall record 1o a hook kept In his office for the purpose; and he
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ghall keep In hia office for public Inspectlon, for at least elxty daye after
recelving the Het, not legs than ten ceriffled coples thereof, and also caisa
the list to be published 1o soch othér tmapper as mey be prescribed by
law; the orlginel list returned by the treasurer shall be flled and pre-
gerved by the #lerk among the publle records of him office for at least fAve
vears after recelving the same. ‘Within thirty deys after the list has been
g0 posted, any person who shall have pald his capltation tax, but whose
name fa omitted from the certified Ifat, may, after five daya’ writien notice
to the treasmrer, apply to the circult court of his county, or corporation
court of hils city, or to the Judge thereof In voeation, ta have the same
corrected and hia peme entered thereon, which application the ecourt of
judge ehall promptly hear and decide.

The clerk shall «dellver, or cause to ba dellvered, with tha poll-books,
at 8 reasponable time before every election, to one of the judges of election
of each precinct of his county or city, & llke certified copy of the lst,
which shall be econcluslve evifénce of the facty thereln afated for the pur-
pose of voting, The clerk shull also, within sluty days sfter the filing of
the list by the treasurer, forward & certlled copy thereof, with euch cor-
recilone 88 may have bean madse by order of the, court or judge, to the
Awditor of Publle Accounts, who shall charge the amount of the poll tazes
steted thereln to such treasurer unless previously accounted for.

Further evidence of the prepayment of the eaplietion taxes requlred
by this Constitution, as g prevequisite to the right to regleter and vote,
wmay be preseribed by law.



