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PREFACKE

Tur Lily all berds would fain have sung, <@l
gkild vildu Lilju kvedi hafs’ is the short and
pithy award which Iceland accords to the following
song. 1 have explained (p. zlix) how I am not
able to introduce it in its somorons graces to
the English reader; but I have given him all
aid in my power fowards the realisation of them,
by the explanstion of the sounds of the Ieelandie
letters, and the metre: which, although an un-
satisfactory aid, is still befter then nothing.
The manner in which my work iz done needs no
explanation here. Any one desirous of satisfying
himself on that point will find no diffeulty in
forming an independent opinion on the subject by
the aid of the Introduetion, the Translation, the
Notes, and the Glossary.

In a bibliographical point of view it may in-
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vi T PREFACE

terest some readers to know that the present is the
first Icelandic text which has ever been published
in England itself from manusoript sources.

As to the rest, let the work spesk for itself.

EIRTER MAGNUSBON.

London, September 1570



INTRODUCTION,

L
Rotice of the Hife of the Author.

EYSTEIN ABGRIMBRON — Prother Kystein, as he
is commonly called—was an Icelander by hbirth, an
Angustinian frier by profossion.  His carly life s
wrapped in thorongh darkoees, and his latter days only
gligmmer here and there through a gemeral mist of nm-
certainties. Wa know that he lived in the earlier half
of the fourtesnth century; but our koowledge of his
life, long or dhort as 1t may hsve been, extends cnly
to the latter eighteen years of it, through which period
we can frace him by atray notices of chremiclers, con-
temporary documents, sod legendary tradition.

The life of Eystein has not been written before,
Noticea of him may be found in Bishop Finn Jénsson's
t Historia Feclesiaatica Islandie,' Hawnie, 1772-78; in
Finn Magnisson's obeervations accompanying his Danish
trapslation of ¢ Lilja' in Liunge's ¢ Dana, Poetisk Lomme-
bog for 1818 a work which T have not seen; and in
Eapolin’s * Arbekur Islands, Kaupmannahofn, 1821-55."
The svurces whence nearly all information on record
concerning him i to be drawn ere ‘Annilar Islands,



viii INTRODECTTION.

Kaupmennahtifn, 1847 The fragmentary information to
be gleaned from these anthorities T have tried to bring
here togethar into an intellighle order, as well as their
digjointed condition would allow, _

Brother Eyatein's historieal cereer opens with an
unplessant seene. A regular of the mwonestery of Thyklyi-
beer, ! we find him, in 1542, iovolved, with a conple of
accomplices, in an ssssult wpon the abbot of the eatablish-
ment, Thorlak Loptseon,® whon they handled so roughly
that he had to fiy for hia safely, and take shelter in the
far distani monastery of Visay.? It is not known what
complications actoslly gave rise to this quarrel, but, from
what followed, it may zafely be inferred, that it wae brooght
sbeut by zealous reproofs levelled by ibe abbot at the lax
morals of the community. For when, in the following
year, tho mew bishap of the diccese, Jén Sigurdszon
(Bishop of Ekilholt, 1343-48), tock the matier in hend,
he fonnd himself justified in warranting the arreat of &he

! This monestery, foonded 1166 by & wealthy magmate, Thorlel
Geiriseon (ob. 1187), was aituate in the district of Shaptafolls-
ping m the East of Teclond. It ofien occurs under the parochisl
denomination of ¢ Tho Minster in Var,' or * Alptaver, f.s. Swans-
hannts, The first sbbot of it was Thorlak Thorhallsgon, s
student of Paris and Linecoln, Hishop of Skalhelt, 117843, and
after his death o seint of the leslandis Church. It was dissolved
in 1581,

# Albot of the moneatery, 1314-51, Ha waa daclarsd a saint
after hin death, pnd transiated in 1300,

¥ Hist. Foel. iv, 00 ; dnuals, p. 200.—The convent of Viflay, in-
stituted 1220, was an Augustinian cetablishment, gituste on an
inland of thet pame, within tho distelet of Kjalarmes-ping, about
six miles from the present capital of Ieeland. * Bishop Sigordsson
sholished the Augustinian and introduced the Benedictine rule in
this monastery 1344, but his anocesanr re-matablished the Ampus-
tindan rite thers 1852, This monnatery, the first that succumbed
to the rapacious Danish reformetion, was dissolved in 1540



INTRODITCTION. ix

ringleaders, smong whom the Annals asafgn to Brother
Eyatein & position of onenviable promirnence, and having
them arraigned, handeuffed snd shackled, before the tri-
bunal of the Chuech, which, having proved them puilty of
immaorality and serions misdemesnonr, committed them to
prigon.

According to Bishop Jdnmson, Brother Eystein was
released from his prison this very year (1543) bnt on
what groundz does not appear.*  Out of prison, he is ssid
to have betaken himszelf to Halgufell,® another honee of
his order, where it is likely he sojourned during the next
Eix or geven years, in which no merotion is made of him.

The see of Blkilholt having become vacent in 1848,
by the death of the aforessid Bishop Bigordsson, Brother
Eyatein wos selected from awong the elerpy to perform the
dutiza of an ¢ Officialis"9—a title alsc given in Teeland to
ong who acts as viear during an episcopal vacancy —and
in the discharge of these foncticos we find him from 1549
to 1351, when the new bishop, Gyrd Tvarsson (1349-60),
took possession of the chair. This prelats, furmerly an
sbbot of Bt. John's, DBergen, was nominated to the see
slready in 1349, and consecrebed the followiog year, bat
was prevented from leaving Norwsy oo sceount of the fear-
ful plague which, daring these yeers, devastated the whole

* Hiat, Beel, 1. 087, —Bishop Jonsson knows thal his release
was effectad either by penitence or sufficient. fine, which is obvious
in itgelf, but of which I have failed to find any other record.

¥ Hiat. Eeel, Lo.—This Augnatina monastarr wes criginally
founded by Bishop Klmng of 8kilholt, 1172, on the island of Flatey,
gituate in the broad hay, ealled BreififtrSe which cuts into
wastern Teeland. Twelve yoars afterwarde it was moved by Bishop
Thorlak to Helgafell, s farmetaad on Thoranes, oo the south eide
of the bay. It was dissolved in 165,

" Annals, L.



