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THE UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION

OF THE

STATE OF NEW YORK.

I. Bketch of its Origin, Objects and FPlan.
(Raprinted from former Reports.)

At ameeting of the Regents of the University, held on the 9th day
of January, 1863, the reports of colleges and academies, and their
mutnal relations, being under consideration, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That it 18 expedient to hold annually, nndar the direction of this Board,
a meeting of offinars of coll and ascademies, and that a ittee ba appointed
todralt s programme of business for the proposed meetlng, to fix the time aod
plavs, and to make sueh other arrangements a5 they may deem necessary.

The committee of arrangements on the part of the Regents were
Chuaucellor Pruyn, Governor Seymour, Mr. Benedict, Mr. Hawley,
M. Clinton, Mr. Perkins, and Secretary Waoolworth,

The meeting was held, according to sppointment, on the 4th and
5th duys of August, 1863. Chanecllor Trayn briefly stated the
objects entertained by the Regents, which were mainly “to consider
the mutual relations of colleges and academies, and to promote, as
largely as possible, the cause of liberal education in our State. While
it is & part of the duty of the Regents of the University to visit the
fourteen colleges and more than two hondred academies subject to
their supervision, it is obvious that this ecannot be done as frequently
a8 desirable, and that some such method as is now proposed, whereby
teachers may eompare views with each other and with the Regents,
and discuss methods of instruction and general modes of procedure, ia
alike practicable and necessary,

“ A law enscted more than three-fourths of & century ago was cited,
by which the Univemsity was organized and clothed with powers
similar to those held by the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford
in Epgland, The University of the State of New York, though
generelly regarded as a legal fiction, is in truth a grand reality, The
numerous institutions of which it is composed are not, indeed, 8s in




6 UNivERSITY CONVOCATION.

England, erowded inte a single eity, but are scattered, for popular
convenience, over the entire State, It is hoped that the present
meeting will more fully develop this fact, in sccordanco with which
the officers of colleges and academies now convened are cordially
weleomed as members of a great State University., It is also confi-
dently expected that the deliberstions mow inangnrated will result in
the more intimate alliance and codperation of the various institutions
holding ehartered rights nnder the Regents of the University.”

The Chancellor and Secretary of the Regents, were, on motion,
duly elected presiding and recording officers of the meeting. A
committee, subsequently made permanent for the year, and designated
a8 the execative committee, was appointed by the Chancellor to pre
pare and report an order of proceedings, Among other recommenda-
tions of the committee the following were submitted and unanimously
adopted :

The Regents of ths Tniversity of this Siaie have called the present meeting of
the afficers of the colleges and academies subject to their visitation, for the purpose
of mutual consnltation respecling the cause of education, espoetally in the higher

Itb & question of intorest whether this convention shall
mma- & permanent form, and meet al stated intervalz, elther annually, biennially
or triennizlly, In the opinion of the committes, it seems eminently desirable that
the Regenta and the instructors in the colleges and scademies should thus meet,
with referenee to the stlainment of the following objoets

1st, “To secura a betier anqnaint: g those
of irstraction, with esch other, anﬂwnthﬂ:u Repenta.

2d, T pocli oty mmuhmm of opinlohs on l.lsu best ethods of nstroction in
both colleges and demics; and, &8 o conseg

8d. To advance the atandard of educatinn ﬂlmrn.ghnut the Btate.

4th, To adopt such common rules as may seem beat fitted to promote the har-
moniows workings of the State systemn of education.

§th. To consult and eo-operate with the Rogents in devising snd executing sach
plans of edueation as the advaneced state of the population may demand.

fth, To exert a direct influence upon the people and the Legialature of the State,
personaily and through the pross, su es to seciirs snch an appreciation of & thorough
syntem of edueatfon, together with such peeundary ald and legislative enactments
as will place the inatitntions here represented in a position worthy of the population
and resonrees of the Btate,

And for tho aitalnment of these objects, the committes recommend the adoption
of the following reselutlons:

Resolved, That this meeting of officers of colleges and seademies be hereaitor
known and designated as ** The University Convoention of the Stats of New Yori,'"

Reaclved, That the members of this Convocation shall embmm,

1. The members of the Board of Regents,

2. All instroctors in eolleges, normal schools, scademions, and higher departments
of pnhblic schools that are subject to the visitation of the Regents, and (hy amend=-
ment of 1868) the trostess of all such Institutions,

3. The President, First Viee-President, and the Recording and Corresponding
Becretaries of the New York Btate Teachers' Ascocintion.

Rerolved, That the Chancellor and Sacretary of the Board of Regents shail act
severslly as the Presiding Officer and Permanent Secretary of the Convoeation,

d in these e




- SixTH ANNIVERSARY. ird

Resnlved, That the meoting of this Convoeation shall be beld annually in the clty
of Albany, on the first Teesday of August, at ten o’clock A, ¥, unless otherwise
appuinted by the Board of Regents,

fiesolved, That ot each annual Convoention, the Chancellor shall announce the

ppoint t, by the R , of an e ive eommittes of peven mombers, who

sholl meet during the recess of the Convocation at such time and placs as tho
Hegents may direct, with anthority to transact business connented with its general
uwhject,

At the fifth anniversary, held Angust 4th, 5th and 6th, 1868, the
following resolutions were unanimnously adopted :

Resvlved, That there be appointed by the Chancellor at each annual meeting, a
commiitteo of nevrology, to vonsist of threo porsons.

Resolved, That it shall be the doty of each member of the Convocation to notify
the chafrman of the commiteee of neerology of the deceass of members cocurring
in their immediate nelghborhood or eirele of asquaintance, a3 an e to tho
preparation of their report,

Regolved, That the Secratary publish, with the report of each year's proeeedings,
the original resolutions of 1863, as they are, or may be from time o time amended,
together with the two foregolng, as a means of batter informing the membors of
the Conveeation In regard to Ite nature, and the purpoees of its organization.

II, Minutes of the Bixth Anniversary, August 3, 4 and 5, 1888.

The sessions of the sixth euniversary of the University Convoea.
tion of the State of New York were held, pursaant to adjonrmmnent,
at the Assembly Chamber in the Capitol, in the city of Albany,
commeneing on Tnesday, Angnst 8d, 1869, at 10.30 4. w0, and closing
on Thursday, Angnst 5th, st 1 o'clock ».

The Convoeation was ealled to order by Chancellor Pruyn, Presi-

dent ex officio,
The Lord’s prayer was said by Rev, Dr, Luckey, one of the Regents.
The Chancellor then addressed the Convocation as follows:

FENTLEMEN; Our sixth annivorsary mecting brings togetber many familiar
faces and recalls events of intorest in our brief history.

Our beginning was obscured by doubis ss to the fnl.nm buot thos far our labors
have boan atbended, we trusk, with sati "y Our jzation is mow
looked to throughont the country es tme which, if properly ean-ler]. ouat, is destined
to do great good, and its past work snd fatore hopes have of late beem fully
canvaseed.

Legislation will be necessary to bring about in our State soms of the resultz we
sim at, and it is to be hoped that at the present session of the Convocafion, initistory
atepa will be taken to ask the attention of voar Leglslature to some provision by
law for limiting and controlling the power to confer literary liagnam of the higher
grades, as well 88 to other matters demanding their i

Hince our last meeting, eventa of great interest bave taken place in varlons parts
of the world, which are of marked significance in themselves and of deep inferest
to us. Progress seems to be siemped on every page of present history, Liberal
institutions are gaining ground in every direction, and with them the cause of
education goes hand in hand, In these days the statesrnan and the teacher move
wngether, and wherever the one leads the other at onee follows, scattering the
beneficent fruits of learning on every side. Let all who are engaged in the great




