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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tre following work is from the second Lon-
don edition, published under the direction of
the * Committee of General Literature and Edu-
cation, appointed by the Sociely for Promoting
Christian Knowledge;' which, of itself, is sui-
ficient to recommend it to the aitention of a
Christian commmunity. The following preface
from the work, gives a betier idea of its design
than ¢ould otherwise be done, and we exiract
it without forther remark,

*The chief object of the Author of the fol-
lowing pages has been to exhibit the Eviden-
ces of Chrietianity, as they must have appeared
to a Jew, in our Saviour’s days. Inorder that
this might be clearly done, it was necessary to
point out the prevailing prejudicea to which they
were opposed: the Pharisee would not heliave,
because he had concealed hiz own private self
ishness and ambition upder the ¢loak of reli-
gion: the Sadducee was unconvinced, because
hiz worldly-mindedness and love of earthly en-
joyments called him away from all religious

thoughia,
*'The introduction of these poinis into & story,
soemed more likely to atiract the reader, than
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if they had been barely exhibited through the
medium of an argumentative treatise; while
such a combination enabled the writer to inter-
mix a small portion of Jewish Antiquities. In
this particular, he must premise, that though he
has interwoven nothing of his own, and is not
quite sure that all which is so brought forward,
in perfectly ascertained to have been consiatent
with Jewish customs, yet he conceives that
there are probable grounds for believing that
what is detailed, corresponds very ncarly with
the habits of the Jews.

¢ Aa there always have been, and always will
be, Phariseea and Sadducees under every re-
ligion, — a2 there atill are practical unbelievers,
it cannot be unimportant to exhibit these char-
acterd in every different form; and if, while the
young Christian ie made acquainted with some
of the evidences which prove that Jesus is the
Christ, it shall please God to opep the heart
of one of those unhappy persons, who, living
under the brighiness of the Gospel light, still
prefer darkness; if it shall please God to
convert one Christian Pharisee or Sadducee
into m humble believer, through the instrumen-
talify of this little book, He will confer on the
writer & blessing far greater than he deservea
~—u blessing entirely dug te His own merciful
goodness.’
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SADOC AND MIRIAM.

Caaspren L

Savoc and Miriam were the children of Na-
than, a Jew advanced in ycars, whose domestie
misfortunes had much enfeebled both his body
and mind, Early in life he had been married
to his beloved Hannah, and the first years of
their mutual happiness had been clouded by
no other circumstance than the barrenncss of
his wife. They had both frequently entreated
the Lord, that some pledge of their common
love mizht be granted to them, and God; whoza
dealings are wiser than those of men, having
long denied their request, at length granied
their petition: but the life of the mother was
greatly endangered at the birth of Badoe, and
whon Miriam was born, Hannah sank under
the pangs of Jabor. Nathan, who was full of
religion, had often reproached himself for the
importunity with which be had sought for of-
apring; and, though he readily assented to the
ehaslisernents of his Maoker, yet the loneliness

of hia mind, and the melancholy with which all
]
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his thoughis were tinged, had impressed an
appearance of premature decay upon his coun-
tonance, long before the period at which such
traces are generally visible. I¥e had now
counted sixty summers; but for the last ten
years, his brow had been covercd with the
enow of age, and his body bent down by afflic-
tions: his only earthly comfort had been derived
from the education of his children; and, being
himsell & firm and pions follower of the law of
Moscs, he had impressed the same sentiments
on the minds of bis offspring. Ile was by his
creed a Fharisee, bot Lis opiniens were free
from many of the absurdities iote which most
of hiz fellow Pharisees were apt to full, Being
well read in the Scriptures, he had now long
expected the coming ef the Messiah: when
Jezus of Nazarcth appeared among the Jews,
there siill existed so many doubts in hiz over-
cautious mind, that he dared not acknowledge,
even to himself, that this Teacher might prove
the promised Deliverer. [t was, therelore,
with considerable alarm, that he learnt from
Sudoc, that the zon of Nathan had become a
convert to the new faith,

* What, oy dear boy,’ said he, when this un-
welcome news was imparted to him, * what has
induced you to take thia hasiy step? Whatever
your opinions may be, I know that they are

e
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sincere, but I trust and hope that you have not
by any rash action declared your sentiments in
public. You have doubtless judged henestly
on 80 important & point : I question not your
inentions: vou have ever lived the servant of
the Most High, and punctually obeyed that
precept which directs you te reverence your
father, and I am sure that you would not com-
municate this change in your opinions, unlcss
You were convinced that it was rightly made ;
for you well know how much pain it must give
me: but sincerity of intention proves that not
the judgment has been correctly guided; and
Y must beg yoa not to expose yourself to the
full wrath of the Sanhedrim, cut of mere youth-
ful haste.”

1 thank you,” replied Sadoe, ffor the kind
opinion which you express eoncerping me. I
well knew that the acknowledgment of my
real sentiments would grieve you ; but, surely,
if I am convinced, I ought to follow that will
which the Almighty has revealed unto me. If]
to profess to believe in & Teacher sent from
heaven, ehall expose the servant of God to
reproaches, it is better to suffer reproaches
with the seryvenis of God, than to dwell in the
tents of wnrighteousness. I knew that I must
grieve you for the moment; but may I not risk
a transient pain, in the hope of becoming the
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happy instrument of directing a father and a
siater into the way of truth?'

Nathan. ‘I should think that you reasoned
justly, if I could grant that the grounds on
which your reasoning must be built were troe.
If this Jesus be the expected Deliverer, then
blessed will all they be who follow him. But
ig there no such danger as that of being de-
ceived??

Sadec. ¢ Father, I cannot be deceived with
regard to a Teacher whom I have so often seen
and heard, At first, I doubted as you do; 1
reasoned with Talbai just ss you have done
with me, and his only answer was, ** Come and
see.” The friend of my bosom told me mupch
of the miracles of Jesus: he described (re-
quently the manner of his teaching, and the
beauty of his instructions; bot I long turned a
deaf ear to his persuasions. And even when
I first saw them with my own eyes, I doubted
whether or no these miracles were real, or
whether they might not have appeared to be
performed through some power communicated
by the father of lies; but I have secn so many
wonders, ead heard his doctriacs, which cannot
come from the enemy of mankind, for they
bear upon them the very stamp of sacred truth,
that I am myself convinced. The argument
which Talbai used towagds me, I address to
you, ** Come and see.” *



