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HOW TO TEACH THE OLD TESTAMENT

—a—

CHAFTER I,
INTRODUCTORY WORDS,

1. Preparation of the Lessons.—Bcfore I enter into
detailz as to the proper method of teaching the Old Testa-
ment, I hope I shall be pardoned if T offer, as the result of
a long experiencs, a few words on a very scrious and ime
portant matter.

Take the rrgth Tsalm. Many readers of the present
treatise know that every verse of that psalm has some re-
ference to * the Statutes,” or © the Testimonies,” or !the
Law’ or *Word’ of God, And yet there is a wonderful
freshness all through the Psalm. There is no barren repe-
tition, but always something new. We see the wrter con-
tinually studying the Scriptures, and he has one end in
view—namely, to know, and love, and rejoice in God's will.
Let me, then, at the outset, affectionately call attention to the
writer of that Psalm, as affording to every teacher an example
of how to study the Old Testament. He should doso in
order to be made ‘wise unto salvation’ (z Tim. 5L 15).
To this end he mustin his reading and in preparing his
leszons ask for God's help, And this not merely in formal
words. He must endeavour to throw himself into entire

sympathy with his subject, whatever it be. 1 am sure
A2



4 HOW TO TEACH THE OLD TESTAMENT.

that no man ever attained eminence, either as teacher or
preacher, however great his natural gifts, without first feeling
the truth of what he was going to say, if it was a point of
doctrine ; without trying to act up to his own teaching, if it
was & point of practice. *I drew them with the cords of a
man,’ says Christ by His prophet. And His power lay in
His own perfect obedience and sinless life. Those who
would teach His truth must be continually labouring to walk
in His steps, or they will not draw with His cords. The
cords will break. On the gther hand, a man may have great
and serious faults, known of men ; but if they see him man-
folly striving to conquer them, they will give heed to his
teaching. To this end, some part of the teacher's Sunday
should be given to a stedy of the Scriptores, in which, as
far as possible, he should forget his classes and lessons, and
study for himself zlone, 10 deepen his own spiritnal life.
Then his teaching, almost unconscicusly to himself, will
have a wonderful life and power in it. His armows will hit
their mark, And, having tanght others, he will not himself
be & castaway (1 Cor. ix. 27). 1 need not pursue this sub-
ject further, Lut will give a few texts of encouragoment and
promise to all who seek the assistance of God's Holy Spirit
in their Bible studies—Ps cxix. 18 ; John xiv. 16, xvi. 13 ;
Luke xuiv. 4% ; Acts xvi 14 ; Ps. xcii 15 ; Luke xi. 13-

z. Practical Suggestions.—A few practical sugges.
tions, too, of a gencral character will not, T hope, be out of
place, sezing that at any rate I can give them this recommen-
dation—whatever success [ myself have gained in my work,
I owe much to following out my own plan. Keep a Bible in-
terleaved, orwith 2 good margin, have it ready at hand and
note duwa as shortly as possible anything which youn meet with
which will illustrate the passage you so annotate. Myown
Bible (one of Bagster's blank-page editions) is annotated
with references ta *5tanley,” * Vaoghan,' * Pusey,’ * Sumner's
Apostolical Preaching,’ *Maurice,” *‘A.P.B.' [Annotated
Paragraph Bible of the Religious Tract Society], &c. &e,
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Opposite to 1 Kings szii. 49 I find written, ‘SP.C.K.
1,436 Turning in the Christian Knowledge Society's list
to the tract so numbered, I find that it is & very telling tract
by Mr. Storr, entitled, * Jehoshaphat would not ; or, Learn
to say Ne® Against z Kings vi. 5, ‘S P.CK. 1,062'
[ The Borrowed Axe']. Against 1 Sam. xxv. 23, *5.P.C.K.
1,321’ [“Abigail the Peacemaker’]. Against Ezek, ix. 4,
‘S.P.C.E. 1432’ [‘Sorow for Abounding Imiquity ).
Against z Kingsiv. 6, “Trench’s Justin Martyr, p. 267. This
reference is to & very beautiful poem on * The Widow's Oil,
by the Archbishop of Dublin.

These are only specimens, When [ read the chapter [
am reminded by my reference that something good has been
said about this and that passage, and [ turn to it, for every
book or tract referred to is within my reach.  And I recom-
mend my young readers to begin their annotations early, and
they will gradually make for themselves a valuable Biblical
Encyclopzdia.

Tet it not be objected that it presupposes the posszes-
sion of a large library. On the contrary, the system only
ensures the use of what you have. Any theological work
which you read, any tract which you meet with, if it is good
for anything at all, may thus be turned to aceount. If I
pick up a penny sermon or treatise at a bookstall, and find
it worth the penny, I duly number and index it, and stow
it away, and make the reference in my Bible. I do not
advocate copying long notes from books; it takes a long
time, and generally you do not read them afterwards. Only
make a reference, and that to works within your reach.

As regards your library, of course it depends much on
your depth of pocket. The National Society has just issued
a very valuable list of hooks, which may be studied with
great advantage. For those with small incomes I recom-
mend the new fCommentary of the S P.C.K.' or the
Religious Tract Society’s *‘Annctated Bible ;" Smith's
¢ Smaller Dictionary,’ and * Aids to Bible Students,” which is
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published by the 3. P.C. K. for a shillimg. Itisan improvement
on the * Helps'in the Oxford Bible. Possessed of these,
the teacher will never be at a loss. For myself, using the
above works for arrangement of facts, I find for secrmon
purposes no commentator to equal Matthew Henry, I
have another little book always lying on my table, which
coste sixpence, It is called ¢ The Scripture Text Book,'
and is published by the Dublin Christian Knowledge:
Society. It is full of beautiful helps to the teacher, and I
wse it almost every day.

One word more in this Introduction. I have assumed
that the teacher has taken pains in the preparation of a
lesson ; now let me add, keep all your notes of lessons, and
do not destroy them afier the lesson has heen delivered.
I have saome which I used many ycars ago, and they do
duty still, enlarged of course and enriched by subseguent
experience and fresh reading.
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CHAPTER 1I,
ON PIiO-GRESSI'JE TEACHING,

1. How to Teach Little Children.—7each botz Eye
and Eagr.—COhviously the teacher must at once direct his
attention to making his lesson attractive, OF the Great
Teacher we are told that ‘the common people heard Him
gladly,” ‘all the people were very attentive to hear Him.'
And they who desire to follow His steps, and to make known
to their fellows what the will of the Lord is, must take dili-
gent heed to make their teaching a delight, The sympathies
of the children maust be awaksned, their bighest faculties
appealed to. Perhaps the time is gone by, such as the great
satirist of our times describes, when children were made to
fread gencalogics from Nehemish * by way of penance 3 but
there will still be room for improvement so long as the affec-
tions and sympathies of childrenare latent during the Bible
lessor. Those who cannot read with fluency must be tanght
* by pictures. We perhaps all of us remember with delight the
great picture Bible at home ; how we conned over and over
the history which the picture was supposed to ilustrate.
WVery often the pictures were poor cnough. I have just been
looking at two books dear to me through all the years that
have come between those early days and these, Brown's folio
Bible and Fleetwood's ¢ Life of Christ ;" and though now I
see that the pictures are very inferior to those which are
produced at the present day, they answered their purpose in
making me love the narrative. I have also here ¢ The Pic.
torial Bible,’ in the illustrations of which much light is throws
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upon the archzology of the Bible; and yet I doubt whether
the old-fashioned pictures, with their bad perspective and
incorrect architecture, were any whit inferior.  There isa
human interest about them. At a glance they tell their own
story, and the memory of it abides.

The Frctures.—The teacher will find abundant materials
out of which to choose his pictures. I have before me
three different sets—*The Dible Picture Book,” published:
hy the 8.P.C.K.; a2 set published by the Religious Tract
Society ; and Cottage Pictures from the Old Testament,'

published by J. H. Parker. It would be uscless to write
lessons on these for this volume ; but T have in each case
tried to put myself in the position of the Leacher by setting
these books on the table in front of me, and studying the
‘pictures one by one.  Here, for example, I open the Tract
Socicty's collection at random, and find * The Little Captive
Maid (z Kings v. 1-3}) There would be no need to go
beyond the three verses to find an excellent lesson for liitle
children from this picture.  Speak of Naamzn, the rich and
powerful soldier, with a great misery in his life—he was a
leper. Then of the little maid carried off as a slave in one
of the forays which were always going on between the war-
ring countries. Her lot was hard enough, to be violently
carried off from home and friends; but she remembered fondly
the home she had left, and she carnestly desived to he useful
to her master, Here she is in the picture, wuiting on her
grand heathen misiress, and pointing upwards with her
finger, as if telling of the power of her God to heal her
master ; while the mistress is looking on with eager and
absorbed gaze, and evidently with growing hope. If the
teacher has a copy of Keble's *Lyra Innocentium,’ he will
find a beautiful poem on this incident, which might be read
or paraphrased to the class. The lessons will be—(1) Faith-
fulness to God and the Church wherever you are placed ;
-{2) Desire to do your duty to those about you ; (3) There are
none so poor or insignificant but they may do great good



