A BRIEF HISTORY
OF EDUCATION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649128358

A brief history of education by H. M. Beatty

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



H. M. BEATTY

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF EDUCATION

ﬁTrieste






A BRIEF HISTORY
OF EDUCATION



A BRIEF HISTORY

or

EDUCATION

BY
H, M. BEEATTY, M.A., LL.D, F.R.HIST.S.,
Bantor Modarator and Sohiolar of Trinily Collegn, Dublin,

Laka Banior Inspactor of Schools in Irelwnd, Anthor of
Dante and ¥Firgil, Fducation in o Prusgian Town, ste,

.....-..,.—--:r_-.-l- H-‘: -l‘;
[ :-l’ﬂ-‘ Eii.flr'x.fﬂ-“-":il_u- h‘;
, mne i e el
] R A :

s Y
1 Cpd1CES 1
: Yl ‘
% -!ﬂ A ul : '-'-l‘.—_ ..—ll.t "'J__,
E I'J h..‘...-;.-,...—'_l--_u--h,_'—-r,-n—l' "* \ E-dﬂ_#‘..
B = .3.AY
LoKDON ; \ 5

WATTS & CO,,
JOHRBON'E COURT, FLERT BTREET, 1.04



."

FOR USE I
LIBRARY QHLY |

1828-19492

T

THE SANE AND PERVASIVE INFLUENCE
ON ENGLISH EDUCATION OF

MATTHEW ARNOLD

I DEDICATE THIS LIITTLE BOOK

Baf ha hiy

My spseial thanks, whase even-balanesd soul
Businaess could not make dull, nar pmH;:l-Dn wild;
Who saw lile steadily, and saw it whalg,

........



CONTENTS

onkr,
TyTRODUCTORY - - - . - :

I. THE EDUCATION OF THE GREEKS - -
II. BoMax axp MEDIEVAL EDUcATION - -
III. Ttk RENAISSANCE - # - - .
IV. CoMEXIUS AND LOCKE - - 2 3 3
V. ROUSSEAU AND THE QHILD - = i =

VI. THE P3VYCHOLOGY OF TOE CHoOILn: PESTA-
LOZET, HERBART, FROLBEL - - -

VII. THE RISE OF NATIONAT, BYSTEMS: GERMARY
VIII. Toe RIsE oF NATIONAL SYSTEMS: FRANCE -
IX., THE BISE 0F NATIONAL SYSTEMS: ENGLAKD
X. Tae EpucaTioN OF To-DaY - - -
BIBLIOGRAPHY - - - - - -

IsDEX - - . % . . - .

vii

41

a6
70

B4
111
120
133
162
171
181



INTRODUCTORY

Hisrory has in the last seven or eight years lost
some of ite prestige; the world has been so busy in
making history that it has had little leisure or taste
for deciphering the annals of past ages, which seemed
to offer no stimulng or meseaga to the men of to-day.
In any case, the War was hardly required to dim
the prestizce of the history of educafion; neither
the Immortalz of eculture nor the mere men of
expert research—if I may adapt the Horatian gibe
at medicere poeta—have-found a place for it in
their scheme of things. In the volumipous and
monumental Encyclopedia of Edwcafion, which is
at present appearing in London, we search for it
in vain under “ History " or under * Education;
and the opinion of o statesman of such genial and
catholic curiosity in the progrees of culture as Lord
Morley, who has himself confributed more than
once to the literature of education, can be con-
jectured from this pungent jotting :—
Wasted the three hours of the journey oo a book
about grammar schools befors Ed. ¥YI. An impor-

tant and laborious book, but bearing on no earthly
task of mine {(Lord Morley's Hecollections, ii, 68).

More than half a century ago B. H, Quick found
that not merely good educational histories, but all
of them, were in some foreign language; and,
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although since his day much fruitful work has been
accomplished on special periods, it is only within
the last couple of years that Professor Adamson has
* provided a comprehensive history even of English
education, while it wae only the other day that
Dr. Boyd {a Scot, be it noted) gave us at length a
general history.! This is the more gurprizsing when
one considers the large numbor of general histories
which arc avnilable in ¥rance, Ttaly, Switzerland,
the United States, and especially in Germany—
thirty or forty of them in all. There i3, it need
hardly be =aid, an advantage in contemplating the
progress of & science or an art from o single poing
of view which cannot be obtained from the study of
miscellanesus monographs, and Matthew Arnold
long since pointed cut how essential iz the com-
parafive standpoint in tho treatment of popular
ednecation.

If, however, a wide survey i to fulfil its purpose,
it must portray the course of education with due
regard to perspective; and the disregard of this
consideration ig, it seems to me, largely respon-
sible for the unattractiveness of the subject. My
own experience confirms me in my opinion: on
recently turning up some hundreds of sheets of
good paper, which I had spoiled forty years ago in
an attempt to write a history of education, T was
astonished at the mass of irrelevant matter with

! Davideon's and Boyer’s histories are American booke re-issned
here, while Clough's pmstl wolume iz meraly a veperfory of Aots of
Parliament and English educational foundations with a prafatory
historical sketch,
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which Schmidt, Von Raomer, and other learned
Germans had stuffed my head. Nor is this irre-
levant matter found merely in these erudite Germans
of half a century ago. It is really difficult to under-
stand why a thinker and educationist like Dr. Boyd
should consider the controversies of the Celtic and
Boman Churches over the fashion of the tonsure,
or Pope Gregory’s delicacy in alluding to the
scandalons report that & bishop was conniving at
the tenching of grammax in his diocese, worthy of
the mention which he does not concede to Matthew
Arnold, Liowe, Forster, or Fisher, the Bryce Com-
mission, the local universities, or the recent advances
in women's education.

Many historians would defend the disproportionate
space given o primitive and semi-barbarous epochs
as necessary for tracing the stream of evolution;
this is the standpoint chosen especially by Davidzon
in America and by Letourneau in France, who
have acecumulated a mass of anthropological, even
zoological, details the bearing of which on education
is rather remote. Davidson admits that our infor-
mation is in many cases very meagre, and we
cannot accept Letournean’s chimpanzee who could
work the capstan or his starling whistling the
Marseillzise as convineing analogies. In faet, thé/J
history of education discloses not an evolution but
a series of evolutions, for the reasonm that it was
subject in different regions to varying conditions
of race, moral sfandard, culture, and social order,
and was modified accordingly. To take, for instance,
Greek education as represenfative of the stage



