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PREFACE.

THE object of this volume is to present in compact form
all the material needed by teacher or student for a complete
understanding of Burke's greatest speech, that on Comciliation
wridh Americe,

The text, except for modernized capitalization, spelling and
punctuation, and the correction of a few typographical errors,
follows a copy of the First Edition, London, 1775.

The Introduction contains no newly discovered facts, but
simply attempts to show how those already known in regard
to the conditicn of Great Britain, the relations between the
mother country and her colonies, Burke’s career, his principles
and his style, bear upon the subject-matter and the form of
this speech. It also supplies references to the proper authori-
ties on matters concerning which the student may desire fuller
details.

The Notes indicate some of the sources from which Burke
drew elements in his style, mark the similarity in ideas and
expression between this speech and his other writings, and
explain, not only obscurities, but the many allusions which
appealed to his hearers but which are partly or wholly lost on
modern readers. The notes referring to Greek and Latin



