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CIBRARY OF THE
SEABODY MUSEUN

DESCRIPTION OF THE GOLD ORNAMENTS FROM
THE HUACAS OR GRAVES OF SOME ABORL
GINAL RACEE OF THE NORTH WESTERN
PROVINCES OF S8QUTH AMERICA,
COLLECTED BY
LADY DBRASSKY.

JHE very intorosting collection of gold antiqui-
ties from the north-western provinces of Sonth
America formed by Tady Brassey is certamnly
A one of the most representative in this conntry.
(8] T4 inclades not only a large series of porsonal
and religious ornaments, illustrating the perfeclion to which
the goldsmith's art wag carried by the Indians, but containas
slao specimens of tho various rarer implements, such ag celts
and chizels (2]l in the precions metal), which are not usually
to be met with even in collections formed in the immediate
vivinity of the graves themeselves.

Ko class of objects is more obscure in their origin or his-
tory than the ornaments and implements nsed by the ancient
Indians of Antioguia, Canes, and Boyacd, which are the three
gtates (forming e portion of the new republic of the United
States of Colambia) from whenoe the whole of the specimena
of this collection were procured. They extend from one de-




4 Appendix,
greo novth latitnde to the eighth parallel, and are bounded on
the west by the Pacific (cean,

In our investigations of the antiguities of the old world
we are assisted to o very great extent by the more or less
perfect system of writing, either hieroglyphical or in more
distinet characters, Hieroglyphics were used in Mexico, bat
in this region no such system of recording events was prac-
tised.  Although in one part of Antioguis, near Titimbe,
some concentric and single circles with dots in the middle
have been fomnd earved wpon groups of stomes, still there
seems to be no analogy between them and the tribos under
consideration, such sculptures being found miscellaneounsly
spread over different parts of America. TProbably all theso
belong to angther dislinct race. These peoplea did not even
make use of the Quipus or Quipos of the Peruvians. These
Quipns wers threads or fringes knotted in various ways, but
the meaning which they were intended to convey was gene-
rally understood only by those who made them, and not
always even by them, It wea like the practice resoried to
nowadays of tying & koot in one's handkerchief—the knot
is found, but, alss! what does it mean ?

The authorities, it seems, discountenanced sny attempt to
record their history. We arg thus thrown back npon nncer-
tain traditions, and the information that could be gathered by
the Spaniards at the time of their scenpation.

There gesma to have been a considerable difference befween
the inhabitants of the north-western Btates of South Americs
and those of Mexico, the latter posscasing many elaborate
sculptures, whilst the former seem to have sedulomsly dis-
conraged their ersclion. The ruthless and barbarona cha-
rocter of the Bpanich invasion no doubt cansed s great
destruction of the few contemporary monuments that might
have thrown farther light npon their social, religions, and
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political history ; while to that greed of gold, and the cruelty
and recklessmess which seem ever to accompany it, we pro-
bably owe much of onr present ignorance and inability to
interpret the ideas which are symbolized in the curious orna-
ments and images represented in this collection,

The population of the cowntry in former times was simply
enormous. Mr. B. B. White' states: “It may bo enfely
reckoned that the population of Canca and Antioquia was
not less than 2,000,000, and was more hikely 3,000,000."
Oue little siate, that of Pacors, mentioned several times in
the following eatalogue, provided at one fime & contingent of
ten thousand men to fight the Bpaniarda. The conntry
was divided up between many tribes, all of whom wers
cannituls, and of a very low fype of civilization ; and yet
these wore the makors of soeh beauntiful objecta! With
cnstoms quite distinet, tribes seemingly complete in them-
selves, and sposking different dialects, cccopled pabches of
gronnd only a few miles in extent, into which incuraions were
always being made by one or the other, so that their lives
were spent in continual warfure,

Between the monntainens districts of the Cordilleras and
the sea coast, on the Pacific side, the couniry presents im-
mense varieties of ecil and temperature. Near the ses, on the
" lowlands, tho heat is very great; bat on the sides of the
mountsins snd the clevated tablelande it is tomperate. Above
are the forests, containing many wild animals. It may be
sopposed thab wilh such variety, corresponding fo 8o many
degrees of latitnde, that portion of the human family in-
habiting this district would present corresponding differences:
hence we see that in the temperate parts & larger amonnt of
average intelligence spems to prevail, such as in Astioguis,

1 ¢ Journ. Anthropo, Inst.,” vol, xiti, No, 3
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where it is about fifty degrees. On the Pacifio coast rain seems
to be incessant, a8 it also is in the Atrato Valley and River
Ban Jouan. The tribes of Antioquia were the only ones in the
diztricta under consideration that buried their dead in fumadi,
surrounding them with their arms, implementa, &o., in & simi-
lar manner to the northern nations ; and in the case of rank or
wealth, with pottery, as well aa the whola of their weapons,
ornaments, and other insignia in gold. The majority of the
graves were rifled by the Spaniards, who melted down, with-
ounb a thonght of their antiquarian value, gods, ornaments,
and implements, simply for the metal, Many of these Huacas
contained ornaments of immense valus, amonnting, according
to some anthoribies, to sas much ss £4000, £8,000, and
£13,000 respoctively 3 so it is no wonder they were assi-
duonsly songht after.

The Indians were rether a short people, averaging from
5 ft. 6 in. to & ftu 10 in., with well-knit, muscalar frames, bat
of slender meke, The women possessed beantiful derk ex-
pressive eyes and good figores.

The gold was procured from quartz ledes; and, consider-
ing that the Indians ouly msed stome implements, instead of
gonpowder, as nowadays, it is marvellona that they worked
8o efficiently. If was procured pearly alwaye by sinking
shafts, not by driving galleries ; and they very seldom searched
for it in the woshings of the rivers. That they were great
adepts at working the gold when procured, & glance at Lady
Brassey's collection will show,

By many of the natives of Columbia it was supposed that
the Indians were in possession of some great secret which
permitted them to render the gold soft like putiy, and then
harden its This was in conseqnence of finger-marks being
seen on the ornaments, which must, however, have oxisted in
the moulds of clay. :



