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TO THE

RIGHT HONOURABRLE A. J. MUNDELLA, JM.P.
Vige-President of the Convmittse of Council an Edweation,
This Volume
I8, WITH ®WIR FKRIAD FPFERIMIEAIONN,
EERFECTFOLLY IXECRIBET

iy

THE AUTHOR.



Lerren reon THe Br Mox. A J. Moxperoa, MLP., 10 THR

AUTHOR,

Jruns 14, 1881,
My destr S,
I have just vecetied e proof sheets of your work on * Staidonds

af Tdﬂn:fl.fny :.l_,lr _I':ﬁrgi_;rm Codes, Aolefcls i Tirwe Jane e Bhe foayy to
dodisate Lo me,

_e{f!.i'wugﬂ 1 Teeeve Tl Beegely time fo ﬂn.'-y.s af 8 enTeeyf .c-.::mﬂ-iﬂu!iml,
I am able to say that 4 G an adwirable ond valuahle worly, cod well
warth studyping by every frisnd of popular Fdueation. I lhape, inded,
this stady will nat bo limiled fo the frienda af Eelwention, but that sweay
of those wha seem do think that we are devafing too mach Lime, Inbour wid
mongy, to Mhis question, will fomillorize Hhemselves with {5 contenls
Nothing can be more servizeable o the canse of Nativnal Educatisn thaw
that the English peopls should ke aecurately dnformed e fo what our
neighbours and comipetetors are Sotng,

Feeithfully yours,
4. J MUNDELLA.
A Soanenschern, Fay,
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PREFACE TO TIHE SECOND EDITIOXN,

Waey, in 1851, Mr. Mundella entered upon the office of
Vice-President of the Commitbes of Couneil on Hdueation,
most. persons interested in the welfare of onr Vementary
Schiools entertained sanpnine hopes that o radical reform—
a complete recasting of the Code—wvogld be effected, and o
“#Code Meform Associntion ™ was formed by a nnmber of
men, of experience and reputation, desirous of rendering help
in thiz good worlk. But the hopes entertained with so much
fervonr were only partinlly renlized. It woold be nngrate-
ful not to admit that seme reBefl las been affonded, that
some palliatives have been applied; but the disease, too
decp-seated for such freatment, demanded, nnd still does
demand, a radical enre. A seuse of discomfort, of general
misgiving, led to two notable resulis: the pablic insisted on
the appointment of o Royal Commission to inquire into the
state of Elementary FEducstion, and the Department onee
more gent Mr, Matthew Arnold abroad to examine and report
npon eontinental methods of teachivg and of school-kecping.
We now are enrviched by ftwo valuable docoments: viz.,
Mr. Arvnold's “ Bpeeial Repeort™ on this mission, and the
* Revised Instenetiors to H.M. Inspectors applicable to the
Code of 1886 The first has been largely dizonssed and
appreciated by the Press, whilst the second, no less deserving
of general attention and gratitude, has received bnt slizht
regognition.

This little hook also, criginally the outcome of the labours
of the before-mentioned Code Reform Assecintion, has felt
the enhanced interest of the public in Elementary Schools ;

this Second Fdition has been called for,
1 i



2 PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

It ig slightly amended and enlarged, The English Stand-
avds of 1831 are veplaced by those of 1856, In tho text of
the original * Introdoction,” nothing has been aliered be-
yond a few foot-notos.

There have been added the instroctive Standards of South
Australia, and the Hernlations of the Education Department
of Hong-Kong, and gome Comments on Mr. Arnold's “Special
Report,” and on the “ Revised Inzstroctions to the Inspectors.”

It wounld have given me great pleasure to have added o
detailed account of the work done in an eminent Prussian
Training College, wheve 1 Intely spent the beiter part of a
weel, bot the publishers are inexorable in the matter of
gpace. Even so, however, I venture to hope that this Edition
will supply a want actually felt, and will receive as kind a
reception ns was accorded to its predecessor.

Whilst these pages were going throngh the press I have
been so fortunate as to obtain the * Direetions for Geo-
graphic Teaching in the Royal Cadet Corps ™ of Prussia, and
I wish to direct the reader’s special attention to this valo-
nble document. Asan eminent German geographer said to
me, ''BEs steht oof der Hole der Wissenschaff.” “I
stands on the highest level of the science.”

It is indecd a document full of decp interest to geogra-
phers, teachers, educationists, and adminiztrators; and 1
make bold to say that even wmy Lords might study it as a
type of programmes of study, which guide the teacher and
aid him in his anxious and rvesponsible work.

AE.



