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INTRODUCTION.

Tae great need of a good illustrated work to guide
young naturalists in collecting snd preserving ohbjects of
natural history has induced me to prepare the pressnt
Manual. In this attemapt I hope I have been in some
degree muccessful. 1 have spared no pains to bring to-
gether, in & comprehensive form, the reavlts of many years
of experience in collsoting and preserving objects of natu-
ral history, both for private cabinets and for scientific
RGNS .

No popular work of this kiud hes bofore besn published
in America. Throughout the present work I have endeaw-
ored to encourage the young to engage in the ennobling
study of Natural History, and to join the band of young
naturalists so rapidly increasing in our land.

I trust the reader will not by any means keep the teach-
ings of this book secret, ss seme taxidermista are wont to
counsel, but spread it brondeast mmong those who would
profit by the information [ bhave hersin attempted to con-
vey., It ls intended for the Natvmavier, whoever and
wherever he may be; and e it comes from a colaborer in
the common feld, it will, perbaps, be well received.



iv INTRODUC 10K,

All of Part First in original. In preparing chjects of
natural history [ bave in & great degree invented methods
of my own, and have mnot given in this work 2 single
one that T bave not tested and proved equal to all oth-
erd, if not superior.  To avoid coofusion, I have given
only the method which experignce has taught ma to be
the best.

In this connection my thaoks are due to Mr. E L
Weeka, whose excellont illustrations will be found to add
greatly to the value of the worls,
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LIST AND EXPLANATION OF PLATES.

Prare L Twarrusewrs used in proparicg bieds, ete., and for
tlowing ggga. Fig. 1, Common Plicrs; Fig 2, Cutting Pliens ; Fig.
8, Tweszers; Fig, 4, Sealpel; Fige & and 6, Epgdrille; Fig. 7,
Blow-gipe § Fig. 8, Hook for removing smbrios from egge.

Prate II —Wixaos, showing the positions of the different festhers,
ns follows : —

Fig. 1. Wing of a Redtaled Fawok {Huleo boveaiis, Vieill.).—
a indicates the primaries, or quille; b, secondaries; ¢, tertaries;
d, seapularies | g, preaer wing-coverts ; 1, besser wing-coverts ; 2, spori-
ous wing, or quills.

Fig. 2. Wingof a Cont, or Mud Hen {Fudisa Amevicang, Gmelin)., —
& indicates the primares, or quills; b, secondaries; g, tertiories;
4, seapilaries ; & apurious wing, or qallle

‘Tha tertiavies snd seapulasies am elongated {n most of the aquacie
birds, and in stng of the Waders, They are wluays prominent, if not
elongatad, on long-winged hirds, anch s the Eagles, Hawks, Owls,
Vultores, ede, ; whila they are only rodimentary on short-singed birds,
sueh a8 the Thrushes, Worllers, Sparrows, et

Prate 111, Heap oF riy Bacd Bacre | Halimius leuocephalas,
Bnvigny), showing the different pans, as foblows: —a, the ihroat;
b, ehin; ¢, commissura, or the folding edges of the mandibles; d,
under mandihle; 8, ponya; p.ogape; g, vpper mandibbe; b, culmen 3
i, tip; j. base of bill ; k, cors (noked skin ot the base of the apper
mandible, prominent in tha rapacious birds); 1, frontal feathers;
m, lores ; m, erown ; o, oeciput



