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PREFACE. vil

A brief History of the Treasury is added, as arising out of
the Exchequer ; and following that, as necessarily connected,
is shown the origin of the present Management of the Treasury
and Exchequer of Ireland. These, with other paseages in
the present volume, are here reprinted with additions from
the «“Notes of Materiala for the History of Public Depart-
ments,"” collected by the writer and privately printed in the
year 1846.

The writer is very sensible of the imperfections of his work,
His explanations of the old Exchequer Records might have
been more full and satisfactory if he had waited for the fur-
ther discovery and examination of materials; still his object
has not been to enlarge, but to give all that was necessary
as concisely as possible, and, judging by the difficulties which
he has had to overcome, it bas appeared to him, and he has
been encouraged by others to believe, that his materials, as
now arrenged, may be practically useful to those who desire to
understand the Exchequer Records and the History of the
Exchequer.

The Index at the end of the work will greatly facilitate the
means of eagy reference to any subject desired.

F. 8. THowMAs.

Publie Fecord (ffice, Rolls House,
At Apvil, 1848,










