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PREFATORY NOTE

y move. What was first read aloud
& by the author he now gives, to
timuwhotmﬁxthethmoppoﬁunityh
read for themselves. And if, beyond the sound
of his voice, some fit audience may like to hear
how the deep music of life reverberates from
one of the sanest minds, one of the bravest
hearts, of the century just past, the purpose of
this little volume will be fulfilled.

For the readings, which have a very vital share
in giving the volume whatever value it has,
thankful acknowledgment is hereby made to
Messrs, Charles Scribner’s Sons, who have
kindly given permmtoqunbefmmworh
of which they hold the copyright. The readings
are taken from the Thistle Edition of Steven-
son's works.

Amherst, Massachusetts, February 6, 1901,






STEVENSON'S ATTITUDE TO LIFE

e od| TEVENSON'S attitude to life:

",’»-'u‘?,_ 2dl this is what we now propose to

\ ;..I,,“." consider; a natural enough sub-

P :-j? ject ocfinqmry, it would seem;

ey J| and yet the very proposal, as

= ¢{| thus phrased, is a departure

from the Stevensonian idiom. If

he had the framing of an ideal for us, his first

counsel, I imagine, would be, Do not assume

an attitude toward life at all, but just live; do

nﬁtﬁatpectatorandcrlﬁcofthebusinessof

living, but throw yourself into the heart of it,
and be all there, and say no more about it.

1

@l ROM this consideration radi-

ates our whole subject. In Ste-

venson's implicit philosophy a

formulated attitude would be

| too much like attitudinizing;

too self-conscious and put on;

too much sicklied o'er with the uneasy intro-

spectiveness of the tired century. Enough of

posing and irresolution outside the arena of

life; such, we may be sure, was his thought as

be listened to the utterances that came surging

up to him from the inner heart of his time. And

s0 what he represents first and wholesomest

of all, what most gives him power on his age,

is the robust reaction against all this which

breathes like an ozone through every page of

his writings. Not that this reaction is overt,

or that he takes it upon himself to set upa pro-
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Stevenson's test. One great element of his power, on the
Attitude to eontrm is the entire absence of remonstrance,

Life

or of anything merely negative or repressive.
He simplyignores thatbenumbinga.rriére -
sée which for full half a century &Tz
the faith of the world, and darestntakellfe
at its positive intrinsic value, without the dis-

quiet of morbid analysis. That is all; his “atti-

tude” is merely the free joyous erectness of the

undismayed soul

To approach life with fearless confidence that

it means mu:nmeiy and means good; to bear

full weight upon it, never letting encroaching

doubts or disillusions chill the youthful spirit

in which the soul first welcomes the world, —

a hearty gospel this; introduced by him, too, -
just at a time when the spirit of the age might

turn to it most gratefully, as to a sunshine out

of fogs and discomfort. And not only Steven-

son's words, but his life no less, ennobled that

gospel; maintained as it was under such diffi-

culties of physical weakness and enforced exile

that just for this brave service we count him

among the heroes and martyrs of literature;

classing him as a worthy peerin the same rank

with Walter Scott, breathing forth the rarest

spirit of romance from under his burden of un-

righteous debt, and Charles Lamb, adding to

the world's joy by his immortal words written

from the home where in lifelong renunciation

of conjugal comfort he was caring for a mad

sister. All these buried their hardships in si-

lence away from the world, while they coined

 their life's best ore into a mintage of health and
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cheer. Nor can we count the latest-born the Stevengon's
least of these, when we recall how almost from Attitubde to
carliest years he lived face to face with death, fCife

yet not in defiance but with unflagging buoy-

ancy and courage wrought as he could snatch

respite from disease to fulfil what we may truly

call his message to the world. To work thus

was his animating principle, his life-creed ; and

this very triumph of spirit was his greatest

message.
You remember how bravely this trait of his
comes to expression in his essay A5 Triplex,
an essay not only full of his own life but singu-
larly prophetic of his manner of leaving it. The
whole essay ought to be quoted ; I will read you
merely the last page. ““Who would find heart
enough,” he says, “to begin to live, if he dallied
with the consideration of death? . . . Itisbetter
to lose health like a spendthrift than to waste
it like a miser. It is better to live and be done
with it, than to die daily in the sick-room. By
all means begin your folio; even if the doctor
does not give you a year, even if he hesitates
about a month, make one brave push and see
what can be accomplished in a week, It is not
only in finished undertakings that we ought to
honour useful labour. A spirit goes out of the
man who means execution, which outlives the
most untimely ending. All who have meant
good work with their whole hearts, have done
good work, although they may die before they
have the time to sign it. Every heart that has
beat strong and cheerfully has left a hopeful
impulse behind it in the world, and bettered the
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