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Preface

There i3 o tide in the affairs of mmen
Which, taken at the flond, lemds on to
fortune,

Tuva the poet—and poeter, of the old
order at least, always waiting upon great
events, has found in the high-tide flota-
tions of masterful herocg to fortune
themes most flatteringly responsiva to its
own high tenzion,

The writer of fiction has no such af-
flatus, ne zuch high piteh of life, as to
outward eircumstance, in his representn-
tion of it, as the poet has: and therefors
his may seem to the nendemie critic the
lesser art—but it is nearer to the realities
of common human existence, Ha degls
with plain men and women, and the un-
majestioc moments of thoir lives.

“Life at High Tide"—the title se-
lected for this little volume of short
stories, and having a real sienificance
for each of them, which the reader may



Preface

find out for himself—does not reflect the
poet's meaning, and, least of all, ils easy
optimism.  In every one of these stories
iz presemted a critiesl moment n one
individeal hfe—somelimes, a= in “ The
slags Door™ and in “ Elizabeth and
Davie,” in two lives: but it leads not to
oF away from fortune-—it simply dis-
closez character; also, in situations like
those o vividly depicted in ¥ Keepers of
a Charge ™ and ¥ A Yearly Tribute,” tho
tense ateain of modern elreaomeEtanee.  In
all these real inztanees there are lnminous
points of idealiem—of an idenlism im-
wlicit but translucent,

The authors here represented have won
exceptional distinction as  short - story
writers, amd the examples grven of their
work not only are typical of the best
periodien]l fiction of a very recent period
—all of them having been  published
within five years—bnt illusteate the dis-
tinetive featnres, as unprecedented in
quality as they are diversified in ehar-
acter, which mark the extremc ndvance
in this field of literature.

H. M. A.



The Immediate Jewel

Y MAKGARET DELAKD

“Good name, in pren and woman, dear sy
tord,
fs the immediate jewel of their souls™
—ihello,

I

HEN Jumes Graham, carpenter,
enlisted, it was with the as-
surance that if he lost his hife

his grateful country would provide for
hiz widow. He did lose it, and Mrs, Gra-
ham received, in exchange for a hoshand
and his small earnings, the sum of $12
a month. But when you own your own
vory little house, with a doorvard for
chickens fand sueh stray dogs and cats
ns quarter themszelves upon you), and
enough grass for a cow, and a friendly
neighbor to remember your potato-barrel,
why, you ean get along—somehow. In
Lizzie Graham’a case nobody knew just
how, because she was not one of the
confidential kind. But certainly there



