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PREFACE

Tazp late Dr. Emil Reich, author of the trench-
ant volume here reprinted, was a Hungarian
born, and was educated at the Universities of
Prague, Budapest and Vienna, where he had
ample opportunity to study the German Em-
pire and interpret its thought and aspirations
from a close and critical standpoint. Latterly
he lived for many years in England, and came
to identify himself entirely with Britain’s wel-
fare and interests, but he was able to claim, in
a short preface, that his boock was ‘“based on
a full and sympathetic study of German history
and literature, both in the past and in the pres-
ent.!!

The motive which inspired the anthor to put
pen to paper in 1907 derived from an appre-
hension, only too well founded, that the British
nation was by no means fully awake o the na-
tare of German aspirations, although these
were, in his opinion, franght with menace to
the peace and well-being of the British Empire.
To-day, Germany, running amok in Eunrope, has
justified his prognosis to the ntmost, and Brit-
ain has been forced to face the ‘‘supreme strug-

gle’" which he foresaw.
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vi PREFACE

Dr. Beich’s startling exposure of the Kaiser
and the governing classes of Germany did not
immediately achieve its objeet. Indeed, the
book passed almogst unnoticed, for in 1907 the
average Englishman still refused to believe
that the Kaiser and his subjects were inspired
by bitter enmity to the British Empire. Then,
too, Dr. Reich’s plea for the creation of a huge
standing army was caleulated to prejudice him
in the eyes of the large mass of people whose
tradition is that the nation is secure while it
maintains command of the sea, and that the
burden of naval expenditure is heavy enmough
in its drain upon the public purse, without the
addition of tremendous sums to the annual army
estimates. Add to this the fact that the book
was published by a provincial printer, and it
is possible to account for the neglect which was
the portion of the first edition.

Although the book missed the publie for whom
it was intended, it made an impression on a
few discerning minds. That astute wateher of
Furopean polities, the late King Edward, read
it and was so much impressed that he recom-
mended it to a distinguished soldier, as will be
seen from the striking letter of the Bishop of
Durham which appeared in the Times of Au-
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gust 17. We quote the opening paragraph:—

¢ About seven years ago, I was a fellow
guest at Trinity Lodge, Cambridge, with a
distinguished soldier, who showed me, be-
fore we parted, a book to which his own
attention had been called by King Edward.
It was Germany’'s Swelled Head, by Dr.
Emil Reich.”

No doubt the distingnished soldier was duly
impressed, and no doubt he passed the book
on to other distinguished men in both services.
Probably it is not straining the point to sug-
gest that the state of preparedness in which
(Germany found us at the opening of the war
may have been not a little due to the valuable
information coneerning her intentions given by

In order to bring Dr. Reieh’s work up to
date, there has been added an epilogue, by an-
other hand. This, it is believed, will make it
elear that the omens which were already ahove
the horizon in 1907 have, in the interval, been
reinforced by sundry dicta and data sinee ob-
served by those who have kept an eye upon
European politica and on the things that were
being written, said and done in Germany.



