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NOTICE.
“N obedience to the command of Urban VIIL, I

declare that in giving the title of Saint or Blessed
to any ome not canonized or beatified by the
Church, it is meant only according to the opinion of men,
and that if any mirsculoas work or gift is ascribed to any
servant of God, and not approved by the Holy See, I claim

nothing more than the belief due to common history.
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PREFACE

- \_- MONG the many and wonderful

creations of the Catholic Church,
the Order of Friars Preachers has a
character peculiar to itself. The Orders of
S. Benedict and of 5. Francis have
thrown out many various off-shoots from
the old stem: the Order of 5. Dominic
has continued always compact and self-
contained. For six hundred years it has
retained its wunity. This fidelity to its
original type is not, however, from a life-
less sterility, but from the singular pre-
cision in its discipline and its traditions.
It has been eminent both in the Schools
and in the Missions of the Church. It has
a multitude of saints, of doctors and of
martyrs. In one only century, we are told
in this book, that is from 1234 to 1334,
13,370 of its members received the crown
of martyrdom. The following pages are in-
tended to record its missions in Japan alone.
No country of modern times, except Corea,



