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PREFACE.

Whaether, owing to a want of attractiveness in the subject itself, or to
deficiencies in the works that treat of it the fact is undeniable that the
theory of game endings as a branch of the study of Chess, has besn
strangoly neglected Every amateur of moderste ekill is “up™ in all
the lore of “ openings,” and can discourse learnedly of tha “Guioce
Fiano,” the * ',* the “Seoteh,” the * Musio,” and other favourite
methods of beginning the game ; but how few, comparatively are there,
sxcapt amongst the best players, who thoroughly understand the prinsipis
of even so aimple a manceuvre as the opposition of the Kings, or who
know the shortest road to victory with the two Bishops or a Bishop and
Enight; or, to go a little desper, ean show which are the positions
wherein a Reok wine against 4 Enight, & Rook and HBishop against a
B.uqk,amiduunutrlie I.hbtemﬂu“lhl!.ﬁs&nl’“ﬂl’rﬂbhmlﬁ'umm!
one of its manifold variations¥ And yet, to attain anything like pro-
ficlency In chess play, 8 knowledge of these terminstions is indispenssble;
not because any one of them is of frequent ocewrrence in actual play,
bt becansa they teach the almost irresistible force which certain pieces
soquire when their powers are mccurstely directed and combined. It
may be safely affirmed, that before the Analysis of the Rook and Bishop
Problem, by Philidor, ne one knew, or eould have balisved, of what the
wall-combined powers of these pieces were capable. The same may ba
siid of the analysis of the ending with two Hishops sgainst a Knight ;
and certainly, every one wall acquainted with these demonstrations, when
he finds the immense superiority which that knowledge gives him over
those who have never studied them, must fesl smrprize that the same
searching and vigilant observation which has been bestowed on thess
cases, haa hitherto never been extended to other equally importsnt
* gontingent remainders,” Soma attempt fo snpply the deficiency in this
department haa been made in the ** Chess Player's Chronicle,* under the
hesd of * Bubtletion for the Heientifie,” and the examples there given
are aminently serviceable and suggestive, but & sound and systemstic
analyeis of the endings of Chess games is still a deséderaivm.

In the absenece of such & work, the authors of the present treatiss have
been tempted to offer to the public the result of their examination of



FHEFACE.

nearly two hundred of the most useful examples they could sclect.
These poeitions have been chosen at great paing, as those most liksly o
be mef with in #eal play ; and the study of them, they believe, will lead
the amateur to scquire & just ¢stimate of the individual and eombined
value of the soveral ehess pieces, aod ¢nable him te play at the con-
clusion of a gams in almost any position, with a degres of accuracy and
facility which hae hitherto been unattainahle,

The difficulties which bave sttended zo varied an avalysis as this
volume exhibits, will be spprocisted by every scientific player, and may
be pleaded in excuse of the suthors not touching wpon points which
many wenld like to see discussed ; as well as for any errors that possibly
may be discoverad, notwithstanding the strict soratiny to which each
poaition has been subjected. The latter portion of the book is ceeupied
by the sxsmination of & new defence to the Muzio Gambit, which,
thooph it & not strictly in accordance with the main and primary
chjeet of the work, will, it ia hoped, be found of sufficient interest to
warrant its insertion. Thke authors had long considered that the graat
superiority of fores obtained by the second player, should enable him to
make & much stronger defence agsinst this Gambit than the ordinzry
line of play afforda ; but it was only after & long and laborious investi-
gation, that the moves Queen do King's second, and Queen's Knight to
Quaen's syuare pregentad themeelves, aud led to the convietivn that the
recognized modes of attack cannot be suceessfully maintained against a
pound defence. A more complete detail of the manifold variations
which have geourred to them in the eourge of this investigation, may
posaibly be desired by the young student; but this could not be given
without awelling the compass of the work to & degree inconsistent with
tha object of the authors.

In their “ Chess Studies,” as in their examination of the Muzio Gam-
bit, they havenecesearily left ample room for more elaborate productions ;
for avery chess player knows that one of the most siriking characteristica
a8 well a8 ona of the most attractive charms of his favourite game, lics
in the almost infinite variety of its possible complications.

In conclusion, it is proper that the anthors should state that nearly the
whole of the examples of game endings are original: wherever excap-
tione ocenr, they were intreduced with the view to correct, or more fully
develop the imperfect analyeis of previous autbhors.
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