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CHEMISTRY.

PRELIMINARY OBEERVATIONS.

Provsican SB0IENCE, in its most extended sense, comprises the
two great divisions of Nufwral Ifstery and Natural Ph
The former includes Anatomy, Zoology, Botany, and Mineralogy ;
the latter embraces Chomistry, Ge y Physiology, and Me-
chanies,

CoEMISTEY may be defined to be the science which fmvest]
the molecular changes of bodies ; or more atrietly, that which trests
of the lawa that relats to dmmml atiraction.

The whole material world is subject to Fbres; this it is which
produces change in bodics. Two great opposing forces appear to
ﬁt,—-ﬁ.ttmﬂ.lm and u]mm the mmﬂa niﬂ.he::d:a unknown,

purely speculative. are either solid, liquid, or gaseous,

g as one or other of these two forces preponderate; thus, if

the molecnles of a body adhere with a force m.]lﬁimﬁa-wn, g0 that

un exterior power iy required to separste them, the body is termed

a solid ; if the cohesion is ooly such se to allow the particles to

move upon each other, it is named a figuid ; and if the particles are

kept mpart by a mpnlmn foree (supposed to be Caloric), it is de-
nominated a Gersgous body.

Attraction comprises veveral species or subdivisions, as Cohesion,
Cliemioal Attraction or Affinity, (ravitation, Capillarity, and En-
dosmose.

Cohesion.—This is the attraction between homogeneous particles.
It is only exerted at insensible distances, the molecules never being
in sbaolute contact, otherwise the property of elasticity could not
exist, since this requires apam for the molecnles to move in.

Chemical Atraction Wlﬁm .—This is the attraction between
heterogeneous particles e gobesion, it is exerted only at i
prl\::-i:.hle distances ; in other words, spparent econtact must
place.

(Fravitation —This attractive forca ia displayed batween masses,
aud &t sensible distances. It gi;eu weight to bodies, and it is the



