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THE DEW OF ISRAEL, AND THE
LILY OF GOD,

Hosma xiv, 4
L will be nz the dew anto Tevacls lic shall grow as tha Ky,

The Lord's voice cticth to his people, * Re-
turn, roturn, O Isracl;” and the promises added
to eneourage thew to return are most sweet and
beantifnl : #1 will heal their backsliding, T will
love them frecly @ for mine anger is turned away
from Lim. Twill be asthe dew unto lstacl:
he shall rrow us the lily.” At this last promise
we pause @ we are invited to ingquire into its 1m-
port, and to consider—

1. CuRisT, A8 SET FORTIL BY THE DEW UN-
To ISRAEL.

Il. His nripe, vHE CHURCH, WITH EVERY
PARTICULAR MEMDBER OF IT, AS THE BLOGMING
LILY.

1. #I will be as the dew unto Istacl” Jeho-
vah himsell as the dew ! How soft is this simi-
litude, and how agreeable ! How exactly suited
to improve and comfort the heart ! Is not one
and another of us ejaculating to Iim in secret,
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% Be it so unto me, hlessed Jesus, my Lord § be
it uite me according to thisthy word!  Be thou
as the dew of the morning unto me; let thy own
Dlessing rest upon e, as the sofl and gentle
Tain.”

The dew, that procions boon bestowed npon
the natural world, is often referred Lo in the Senp-
ture by way of similitude. Sometiines 1L repre-
senls greal temporal benefits,  Thus Isaace, pro-
phetically blossing Dsau's posterity, said, * Be-
hold, thy dwelling shall be the {atness ol the
carth, and of the dew of heaven from above.”
At otlier times, spivitnal blessings arc compared
o the dew.  "F'lins in Deuteronomy, chap. xxxiii.
28, “lsrael shall dwell1n safety alone ; the [ouu-
tain of Jacob shull be upon a land of corn and
wine : also his heavens shall drop down dew,”
Again ; the sure word of prophecy, iu its exu-
berant richness and refreshing power, 15 com-
mended Lo us by the same similitude : “ My doc-
trine shall drop as the rain: my speech shall dis-
til as the dew.”  "'he dew iz also an emiblem of
human grace or favour: “ The king's favour,”
saith Sclomon, *isas dew upon the grass.” It
is likewise an ewblem of peace and unanimity :
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for bre-
thren to dwell together in unity ! It 15 like tla
precious ointiment upon the hiead, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aarou's beard, and went
down to the gkirts of his garments; as the dew
of Hertuon, and as the dew that descended upon
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the monuntaing of Zion ; for there Jehovah com-
manded the blessing, even life for evermore,”
T'lie éhildren of God themselves, the people who
are born azain, are called the dew ; because they
are born from above ; berl of God @ because it
Lewm of Pivine light shines thirongh them, and
the image of the eternal Sun of Rightcousness is
rofleeted 1o them : Lecanse they ave jowels of the
cartl's attive, like the drops of dew; a graceful
decormtion and refreshient spread over the
great fickd of humoen natuare: also because the
day will arrive, when, like the dew-drops, they
shull be found a great maltinde that ne man
can number: and, lastly, because, imperceplibly
and 1nysterionsly, they are begotten and brovght
forth as in the night, unnaticed and nnobserved
by the werld. Thus it is written of Christ and
his church in Dsalim ex., “'Thy penple shall be
willing i the duy of thy power, ln the beauties
of holiness [rom the wormb of the morning : thou
Last the dew of thy youth” And again, in
Micuh, chap. v. 7, “ 'The remmant of Jacob shall
Le in the midst of many people as a dew from
Jehovah"™  Yery [requently also the oly Spint,
with Lis menifold powers, gifts, and operations,
is in Scripmre compared to the dew ; for He is to
the soul what the dew and the rain are to noture.
“ Awake,” snith the prophet, #and sing, ye that
dwell i1 dost: for thy dew is as the dew of
herbs, and the carth shall cost out the dead,” lsa.
xxve 0.
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And now, il the Lord, as hiere by the prophet
Hosea, style HinseLr the Dew, ean we be either
surprised at it, or mistake its meaning? Ile
who sends the dew. is also himsel{ the Dew : He
being that Spirit, of whom the apostie speaks,
# Now the Lord is that Spirit,” 2 Cor. iil. 17 ; and
again, * We all, as with unveiled face, beholding,
as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, are chang-
ed into the same image, from glory Lo glory,
even us by the Lord the Spirit,”* ver, 18. When
Christ enters into the soul, he enters by the
Spirit; and when the Spirit is thus imparted 1o
us, Christ is hereby glorified in us; and shows
himself a living Savieur towards us and n us.

#“Iwill be as the dew unto Isracl.” What
Divineg humiiity and condescension! TFor it
cannol imply that he will become this for any
benefit to himself: it iz merely for the benefit of
those dry pastures that need his refreshing.
Verily, the Iing of kings and Lord of lords, Ile
who hath all power in heaven and earth, having
all things to be put under his feet, He it is who
15 now minded to be as the dew unto us; or like
a reviving rain, poured out upon the parched
wastes of revolted human nature. Think of this
Divine condescension—this unutterable love !

He will be asthe dew ! This promise implies
that there is adry and withered field somewkere,
upon which he will shed forth abundantly his
fructifying influence ; and this field are we, in
s0 fax as we arc not yeot partalkers of his lifo,



