RECOLLECTIONS AND
IMPRESSIONS,
1822-1890. [NEW
YORK & LONDON-1891]



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649660353

Recollections and Impressions, 1822-1890. [New York & London-1891] by Octavius Brooks
Frothingham

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



OCTAVIUS BROOKS FROTHINGHAM

RECOLLECTIONS AND
IMPRESSIONS,
1822-1890. [NEW
YORK & LONDON-1891]

ﬁTrieste






WORKS BY OCTAVIUS BRODKS FROTHINGHAM.

— e —

The Religion of Humanity. 4th edition, 12mo, pp. 338.  §1 50
A profoundly sincere bonk, the work of one wha bz reed langely, stadled
thoroughly, reflected pationtly, " —&arfon Gilebe,

Stories from the Lips of the Teacher. Rewld by a THaciple,
Sixth edition, 16mo, pp. 193 . P . #1 00

YTt b imostyle and thaught a superior boalk, that 'll'l.l.l mtapest :.l{»l.mg-mda.ﬂd M
Zder Heorald {Methodisz),

Stories of the Patriarchs. s edition, 10mo, pp. 232 . §I 00
" The sublimeit lessoos of manhoad in the shmple language of & child,""—
Springfiedd Repubiican,

The Child's Book of Religion. For Sundoy-Schaols and Homes,
New edition, revised. 16mo, pp. xil. + 273. . . T o0
Transcendentalism in New Eugln.mL A Ilistory,  Becond
edition.  &wo, pp. iv. <+ 304 : 5 . BrL %3
“ 'T'he book &= masterly and sah:fymg,"—.-'lln,ﬂ&r#n | Womrmal,
The Cradle of the Christ. .\ Study in Primitive Christianity,
Bvo, Pp. X + 234 ' e g0
* Beholarly, acute, and vigorons. —.-"r 1 .-'“rrdi#n-r

Theodore Parker. A Biography, Sve, pp. viil, + 583 . 2 oo

Gerrit Smith. A Diography.,  Bva, pp. 371 : . 2

YA pood hi au-h:.'. it i Talthful, suficiently full, weitien wich vigor, grace,
amd good tuwngr ", Eveming Perk. 7

Belief of the Unbelievers. 1zma, sewed ’ i - 25

Speaking of Mr. Frothingham's Sermons, the Sgrinedeld Repullican says:
Mo one of serloos intellectual tl\:ua:tcrta.n fail to be interested apd w@opht by
these most theughtful discourses."”

Boeton Unitarianism, 1820-1840, A Study of the Life and Work
of Nathaniel Langdon Frothingham. Svo, pp. 272 . B 73

" The beok, tox lhnupkhllll.l resder, cannot Iall io b slevating and suggestive
of high ideals, high thioking, and noble living " —=Weward o dvertiser.

Recollections and Impressions,  1322-18qg0, Bvo ., . frso

G, IY PUTNAM'S S0N5, New Yore axp Lospox



RECOLLECTIONS AND
IMPRESSIONS

1822-1890

OCTAVIUS BROOKS FROTHINGHAM

AUTHOR Oy "' BOSTON . UNITARIANISM, 1B2o-1Boo, A STUDY OF THE LIFE
ANDF WORK OF RATHANIEL LANGDONM FEOTHINGHAM,™
HOTHE MELIGIOW OF HOMANITY,' ETC:, ETC,

G. P. FUTNAM'S SONS

NEW YORK LOWDON
2y WEST TWENTVSTMIRD 5T, 27 KING WILLIAM ST., ETRAND

Ehe Toicherborker Eleess
18g1



CorvrioeT, 185
v
OCTAVIUS BRODGKES FROTHINGHAM

LTy P
w ¥ kB e
L wom w oo Eg T
- " - - sral 2

I R,
LRI "
= l-l-",.-rliil". woom | L
e wma o P e el W i,
wa s w g [, EENt LR o
i " LN I R

The Enlckerbocker Pross, Tew Potk
Flectrotyped, Printed, and Doand by
G P Putnam’s Sons



CONTENTS.

1. —PARENTAGE : ; . " i

II.—Epucarion . ; . . .
III.—DiviNITY SCHOOL i i x, A
V. —SALEM ; ; , ; : i

V.—Tue Crisis 15 BELIEF

VI—Jersey Ciry
VII—New Yorg : i : . i
VIIL—War . ; 3 7 i 3 .

[X,—Tur Free Rriicious AssoClATION

X.—TurE ProcreEss oF ReEuicious THOUGHT

AMERICA

XNL—THE CrLEmicar Proression
XIIL.—My TEACHERS .

XIIT.—=My CoMpaNioNns

XIV.—My Friexps

XV.—The PrEsENT Srruarion
XVI—Tue ReviGiovs FUTURE oF AMERICA
AVII—Conrvessions

IvpEX . ; ; ; : i

223018

FALE

1y
25

53
65

104

115

133
1400
165
190
225
248
272
28g
303






RECOLLECTIONS AND IMPRESSIONS.

i

PARENTAGE,

My father was, as I have said elsewhere, a clergy-
e 1 Boston, Massachusetts, a Tnitarian minister
to the First Chureh, standing in a long line of men,
of whom the earliest was severely orthodox, while
he abhorred orthodoxy.  Yet he was ordained with-
out hesitation, was more than aceeptable to the best
minds through a service of thivty-five years, and con-
tinued more and more unorthodox to the end ; so
vradually and insensibly did the Puritan tenets dis-
appenr one by one until the shadow of them only
remained, We are assured that by 1780 nearly all
the conerecational pulpits were filled by Arminians,
In 1815, the year of my father’s ordination, they
were well domesticated in New England, Calvinism
having lost its hold on the minds of thinking people,
and none but keen-eyed watchers on the tower seeing
what course opinion was taking. How far the ten.
dency fowards the moral and practical view of reli
gion as distinet from the speenlative view had gone,
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2 SESOLLECTIONS AND IMPRESSIONS.

is well illustrated in my father’s case. He was a
man of exeellent edueation, one of the best scholars
in a distinguished elass at Harvard, an enthusiast
for intelleetnal enltivation, singularly refined in per-
ception, an acute critie, a careful, precise, elegant
writer, Ilis tastes were pre-eminently literary. This
is said in full view of the fact that he was a learned
theologian, a pungent disputant, a zealons student
of biblieal researches, u faithful pastor.

He was essentially o man of letters, Ilis passion
was for the Latin classics. The hest edition of
Cicero was on his shelves; the finest copy of Horace
araced his book-case.  His knowledge of the Greek
literature and language was fair. He was fond of
poetry of a stately and romantie deseription: was,
himself, a poet of a gentle, meditafive, spiritual cast,
especially eminent as a composer of hymns written
for choreh oecasions, the dedication of meeting.
houses, the consecration of ministers, many of them
of permanent and general value, as both “liberal ™
and “orthodox™ ecollections attest; while he has
done as muech as any man in his generation fo
elevate, purify, and console delicate and serious
natures,

Hig library of about three thousand volumes was
exceedingly miscellaneous, illustrating the breadth
of his interests and the activity of hiz mind. There
were Bibles of choice editions and in every tongue.
There were biblical commentaries, dietionaries, gram-
mars. The Chureh Fathers were well vepresented,



