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PREFACE

Since this book was written great changes have
taken place in Russia, and most of my predictions
have been realized.

As I anticipated, Count Witte has resigned, The
coalition of his enemies and the antagonism of those
who should have been his friends have made it
impossible for him to carry farther the burden which
he shouldered when he assumed the Premiership.

He has been succeeded by a professed antagonist
of popular freedom who has selected colleagues still
less liberal than himself ; with what seems the most
extraordinary lack of foresight, he has entrusted the
solution of the agrarian question to a Minister who,
if he is consistent with the policy which he has
always advocated, is hound to precipitate the
agrarian crisis.

The opening of the Duma has also justified my
predictions.  Imperative demands, almost impos-
sible of fulfilment, have been addressed to the
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Emperor the very first day of the meeting of the
National Assembly.

The tone adopted by the representatives of the
people and the threats of appeal to violence show
the spirit which animates them. The advocates of
Absolutism who sit in the Duma allowed themselves
to be cowed by their opponents ; not one of them
had the pluck to rise in protest against the open
threats of the majority, and their cowardice went so
far that they even voted with men whom they have
hitherto denounced as villains of the deepest dye.
It will be seen that T have insisted upon the
characteristic manner in which Russians are cowed
by any superior exhibition of strength, and it has
never been morc conspicuous than in the first
meeting of the Duma.

Count Witte is the only man strong enough to
deal with this rebellious Assembly—he was not
there.

The history of the past year gives us the right
to fear that his weak successor may first advise
his Imperial master to comply with the arrogant
and ever increasing demands of the Duma until its
members have become so threatening that it will
be necessary to dissolve the Assembly,

Then the weak Cabinet, unable to cope with
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disorders, riots and ‘* Jacquerie,” will have to be
replaced by a strong man, and 1 should not wonder
if Trepoff then became military Dictator.

What will happen in that event, nobody can fore-
tell.  Rivers of blood may flow all over Russia, but
to what purpose, with what result, can neither be
said nor even surmised.

One thing only seems certain : civil war may
rage in the Muscovite Empire, but there will be no
Revolution in the immediate future.

There will be no Revolution because the Tsar,
or rather Tsardom, for the Russian people as a
whole represents more than a Principle—it is part
of their Religion.






[=<17 N1

II.
I1I,
IV.

VI,

VII.

VIII,

CONTENTS

[sTRODUCTION—DBEFORE THE CUrRTain Risrs

. THE 5Lav TEMPERAMENT : . .

Town anp CoUNTRY
Thae LeEaADERS—CROUSTALIOFL .

CHAoTIC [oNORANCE

. ConDITION OF THE Prollk ) . .

BTATISTICS AND TuElw TRACEDY
BEvoLuTIoN IN BEING

TaE Marmwe oF REVOLUTICWARIES .

. Tre Promew or EpvcaTtiow .
. Tue Base axp Tlecranation oF THE JEWS
. Tue Smasrrn Worn

. THE Atexanprovio Procron—I, |

THe ALEXAnDROVNO Procroan—ILL .

. WHAT M, EARALENKD Savs
. Couwt Tolsto o THE ReEvonUtiox

. TrporF's StceEsson

M. PmiLirorFF AND CRIME

TAGE
I1

Iy
27
3z
4z
5o
18
g
By
gz
109
122
130
140
150
163
176



10 CONTENTS
ERARF,
XEVIIL Tuae Maw or tur MoumenT—CoUunt WITTE .

KIXK. Couxr Wirte—THE STATESMAN | . ;
XA, IxtErRviEwW wiTH Coust WIiTTE
EXI. TraiTORS 1M Camp ; : .

XXII. Covcrusion—I. . . . ;
XXIII. Cowcrusmow—I1. . i ; ;

XTIV, Cowcruston—III.

Arvenwnix—Tur PoLrrreal Parries oF Kussla

PAGE

g8
205
214
230
245
2154

25



