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INTRODUCTION.

Maxny are the controveraial works describing
the differences between the Roman Catholic-
and Protestant creeds, which have been sent
forth by the press ; but it has frequently occur-
red to me as strange, that no work (at least T
have bcen unable to discover any) has been
published, descriptive of the forms and services
of the Roman Mass. This a 10 me to
be an imponant * desideratum.” ‘There are
partial translations, published for the use of the
Roman Catholic laity ; but nothing has been
done to give a translation of, and qnuunmnin up-
on, the entirs Mass with its Rubnics. 'This
want 1 have endeavored to supply, convinced
that the plan is most important, and the pro-
posed object most valuable, as the parties inter-
ested have the means before them of detecting
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any errors or misstatements, which, if they ex-
ist, are uninteniional.

- To be understood by the lowest capacity has
been a chief object, and hence, plainmess in
language and composiion has been particularly
sindied. An endeavor has also been made, to
avowd all harsh and irritating language, being ful-
ly impressed that it is not by such, truth vught
to he mamtained. Should any expression met
with in the following pages appear to militate
against this declaration, T have ouly aguin to as-
sert, such i3 unintentional on my part, and that
nothing is farther from my wishes than to give
offence.

JOHN R. COTTER.
May 1, 1845.
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

My pein Roman Citwovic BaeTenEs—

It has frequently excited the astonishment of
inany, why, m those d'.aj,rﬂ of scriptural light, you shoald
remain apparently so sttzehed 1o the religion of the
Church of Rome ; that yon, many of whom are intelli-

and well-informed persons, shoald, while Pro-
to he asrvanta of the Tord Jesus Christ, sonti-
ments und doctcines nPPnami to those w]m:h are cleariy’
and phinly set forth in God's inspired word, by onr
Lioed himnself u_}dhm hely Apostles, whﬂmfm]'-mfﬂm-
to reversnce. You are to yalue Ives u
be to the moat m Ghumh}m P’Uﬂ
alao tanght is the mistresa of all other chnrches, Il.m
carefully impressed npon you, that every article of falth
to which you are required to give assent, comes down
to you from tha remotea: antiquity ; that al] other bodies
of professing Christiaus are only upstarts and holders
of novelties ; and that you ara fu{i]' Justified, a= belong-
to & chureh which cansot err, in looking down upon
l“.sﬂthﬂl} with gontempt. You are taught to inguire
trinmphantly of us Prolestants—* Where wes vouor re-
lignon before Luther 1" implying that the doctrines we
hold and the principles we profoss, were only known in
the Christian world since the tims of Luther, or little
more than thres hundred years, and consequently muost
be mere modern mmlll
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You are in great ignorance wpon this subject. You
eannot prove any deetrine held by the Reformed Chureh- |
¢a to be & novelty, or less ancient than the times of the
Apostles. In the greal fundamental troths of the Chris-
tian faith, you profesa to agree with ua; and I trust,
with the lhvine aid, to show you, that those doctripes
upon which vour choreh and ours differ, and which we
reject as being meonsistent with, nay, contradietory to,
these fandementals which we in common admit, are
those which have beeo added from time to time by yoor
church, at comparatively modern periods. The mode
I shall to catabhish thia position is as follows, I
shall tra your own serviee, which you call the
“ Mase,” into Fnglish, and prove to you from the prayers
of the Mase itself—Firat, that it is contradictory to
Gui’umwrd Secondly, that it is at variance with

nf the anerent Christian Chureh ; and,
u:lraiu:ta oRe part eoniradicts ansiher, and aleo
soveral of yonr own favorite d-u-l:m:l-a.ﬂ In
order to prevent the charge of misrcpresentation, I shall
bring forward own authoritiea,  Your oten frans-
{ation of the ient, bowever vhecure and
wa believe it tn be innma]phum,ﬁ:hl]lha weed,

In the Mass it iz intended to eolchrate the Lords
Euppar,n: ﬂmEmhlnaﬁ,la it is termed, which word

signifiea “ iving." Cuor blepeed Lm:d we learn,
h]rmfemm o Gospels, instituted hmhn:tnpper

Ehuﬂm: hnﬂ;mﬂﬁmﬂde We lmh]i;ythﬂ

s ¥ the ko in which the iples

Imrumkmnf it-—hu'wwﬂm Lord Jesums commanded Ihﬂmplem

do the same for & commemoration of Him, Luke xxii.

18. And we are alge informed, Matt. xxviii. 18, how, -
previous io his mcumm.. be commanded his discy
iﬂ and teach all nations to obaerve all those thi

he had commanded them ;" and he said, © Lo,

am with you always to the consummation of the world.™

“All power,” muid he, “is given 1o ma in heaven and

in earth ;" thua impressing upon his diaciples, that ha

would exereise his suthority upon his ehureh ; that ha

would watch over the pastors snd teachers, that they
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may only ineuleate those doctrines which he taughe,
A5 ert: says, 1 Epistle, chap. v, verses 2, 4
“ hmthePrimeqi’paﬂnuahaﬁ:ppmr,mhn
faathfully feed the flock of God shall receive a never-
fading erown of glory.™
Lst na now sompare the eeremonics of the Mass and
the Bupper of gur Lord. Such are the differences, so
atriking are the dissimilaritics, that it 1= impossihle to
say with truth that the one ia a represemtation of the
-INEH. 1f I can prove this asscrtion, how ean it be eaid
that you comply with the commands of our Lord in its
:i?lﬁebrau:m:ﬂ'%d here | mey wd:{mnpllin of the
itional impoaed upon me remlering vour
pﬂmudﬁ:rrmuluin}niuﬂugliuh,hnrdnrgmh

rateod by you; and is it oot 2

for me to endeavor to make mﬂwmmm
ing of your own Liturgiea! g::mnnmple;dnnﬁguiq
for the use of the Lagn in publie aervice.,

wish for the apcient origi hugumgu,;uunhmﬂduﬂg
the Syriac or Hebrew, as one of these was the lan-

our blessed Lord o his A 85 at
tﬁ mlm:;ﬂ the last snpper. He was mng
S whuuﬁemundthenjxﬁu:ﬁuiuwﬁnhhaapoka;
E;t you, who are unacgnai with Latin, know poth-
ing of what the priest is =aying. And hesides, you
have the uniform practice of antiquity agminst you.
There wore several sncient laturgies in varions
from the beginning—St. Cyril's, St. Clement's,
St. James's, St. Mark's, 5t. John Chrysostom’s, the
Ethiopic, and -the Roman. Why was this, but to suit
the languages of the several persons who were prasent
at divine worship? I refer you, npon this subject, tu s
wark of the Roman Chorch called * A Collection of the
rineipal Litorgies which sre used by Grecls and other
hismatics,”™ as your guthor terms them. All those
persons who are here termed schismatics by your chureh,
positively sssert that they have had these various Lit-
urgiea in 'IhEiTﬂ"lhﬂglla%cuﬂ'nm the timmea of the
Apostles. 1 mention this only for the purpose of show-
ing you that antiquity gives po sapetion to one



