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PREFACE,.

To be able to compose with ense and socuracy, is an
attalument of the highest importance. It wes for the pur-
pose of facilitating this ohject, Lhat the present Catechism
was deewn up.  How far it may condribute to this end, it
is for those who make trisl of it to judge; but Do pauns
have been spared to give it oll the simplicity and interest
that a produclion #o slementary can admit. ANl the lead-
ing facts and principles conhected with the subject, have
been studicusly collected, and presented in ms regular
end mccinct a form, 28 could well be done within such
limits. It is boped [t will prova & aseflol manoal to moch
permona aa have galned a knowledge of English Grammar,
but wish stifl farther to extend thelr woqueiniance with
language, and to give effect to their previous sitalnments
by trying their akill in Composition. The work is pecu-
Lardy well adapted to the ose of scadomies and commeon
#chools, &nd is one of the series of * Usefil School Books.'



—_— e —
- i

= - —
s T n




COMPOSITION,

1. Comrosirron i= but little attended 1o
. in our common schocls. Scholars are seldom

required to combine and arrange their ideas;
and they rarely put their knowledge of any
subject into the forin of & written language.

2. This is one of the great defects in the
present system of teaching, There are seve-
ral reasons for this. To compose well is net
a necessacy qualification in the teacher, under
the present system of inspection.

‘3. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred,
the inspectors never inquire or ascertain whe-
ther or not the candidate can think naturally
and connectedly on any one subject, and clothe
his thoughts with language which is appropri-
ate and grammatical : and the consequence is,
that but few teachers compoee with ease ot
correctness,
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4. What they perform with difficulty and
imperfectly, they will not feel disposed (and if
they did, would be unable) o teach others.
Hence the art of composing has but very lit-
~ tle importance in the estimation of the teach-
er, and s entirely disregarded by the scholar?

B. Parente are not in the habit of compo-
wing, and take no pains to have the arnt taught
their children. 'They are pleased when it is
discovered that their child writes a good letter ;
but the menne of ensuring this excellence they
wholly disregard.

6. They seem to forget that the ability of
expressing one’s thoughts with readiness and
perspicuity, is acquired only by long practice
and good instruction.

7. They do not eee that an apprenticeship
“in this i= a8 pecessary as in any thing else;
thus, they do not consider that which would
give their children this desirable qualification.

8. “The scholars suppese composition &
mystery ; something that does not belong to
them, but ¢o those who have great learning
and a wonderful genius.”
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9:; They look upon it as 2 thing impossible
.that they should learn to write ; and what they
regard so far beyond their reach, they never
make any efforia to obtain.

10. I know of nothing for which scholars
usually bave such an abhorrence, and which
they make such efforts to shun, as composi-
tion. They struggle with the vacant, undis-
ciplined mind till they become exhausted, and
then give up in deapair,

11. “'They feel that their Iabor has been
fruitless and wearisome, and are heartily glad
to escape, wishing mever to resume the task
again.

12, “Ope cause of the difficylty is an im-
proper choice of their subject. 'They general-
ly select. one which they know nothing of;
one that would puzzle & skilful writer 1o han-
dle intelligibly ; and one that is abstract and
indefinite, and altogether above their compre-
hension,

13. “By trying to grasp subjects of this kind,
the mind perceives nothing distinctly ; the
thoughts become vague and uncertain, and



