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PREFACE.

Tae Annual Conference of the Bouth Anstralisn Tokal Abstinemce Lesgns
and Band of Hope Union in IB7# had under consideration the want ol an
cgeay on the wine question boaring speeiuliy on the solonied, sud containing
the latest information from the schocls of asienes, The report presentsd by
the Commitiee introdnsed the subject in the following peragraph :—

' The Wine Question.—Haveral artiolos have appeared fo the public Press
apon the wine qoestion, and e its menmfecture 11 & gourse of profit, thera
8 & degire on the pert of the FPrees to encourage it ag an articls of consomp-
tion and commerce, motwithatanding #t is well known ss one of the most
_ prolific sonrees of the worat phawe of intempersnee. While your Commitiss

regard the frodf of the ving ag one of the choicast of Heaven's gifis t0 man, it is
lamemtabls that it should be perverted to the basest of purposea, With & degire
that the wine qnestion as applied (o the Anstralian colonies shoold be folly
veotilated, your Committes would nrge that doring the coming year & prize
of £100 be offexsd for the beet casay ou the frult of the viae, exposing the
fallacy that alecholic wines posMsoss any olaim s an article of diet, and
detailing the most proftable and valuable nees to whisl ihe frofi of the vine
cun be applied, and it purity preperved, baved wpon seientific, higtorical, and

The report having besn adopted it wae eubeaqeently decided to offer &
pacond prize of £25, and in responss to the advortiseinent thres csesys were
" gont in and submitted bo the following gentlemen, who had EKindly conssnsed
t0 act am adjudicators :—Rev. William Roby Flataber, M.A., H. T. Whittell,
Eeiy., M.D., and H. C. Scarle, Eag.

The fallewing is an extract from the sdjndicstora® report forvmrded o Mr.
G. W. Cola, Homp. Feos. to the Committes — -

“We bave carefully considered the merits of the essnys on the Wina
Omestion which yoa have anbmitted fo e, and #re onanimoosly of opinion *
that the essiy bearfog the motén, ' Levam B paentia,” and ntitled, *The
Fruit of, the Vine,’ ix the bost.”

The sdjndicators' report was submitted to the Annual Conference, May 24,
16878, and adoptsd, and & comespondence having been opemed with the
anthors of the wosucassatul esesys, it was degided to divide the second prize
hetween them, BExiracts from these, bearing on the profiteble utilization of
the troit of the vine, will be found in an appendix, ic make room for which
the sesay bas besn somewhat abbreviated. It {s now snbmitted to the publio
by the Leagus in the earnest hops that it will prove of epsential service to
ihe temperance movement, in the injeresta of which it ia lsemed.

Tethperansa Hall,
North Adelaide, 1878.



AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

Avrmouor this is regarded a8 an essdy oo the Wine Qmestion, it does not
pretend to be an exhanstive discnssion of the whols subject. Its seopo was
limitad by the resclution of the Cemmittes to {wo impertant topies ont of
many that might advautageously be conelderad. An exposura of the fallacy
desezibad in that resclution, and & detailed atatement of the profitable uses of
the grape, bazed npon historieal, selentifie, and expariments? fanta, necsssarily -
imvolves large raference fo established antherities, and limited space has in
meny cases ‘preveanted extanded ocomment upon thelr statemenis, T have,
however, endeavenured to sscura local colonr, obtain Jocal dats, and make &
local spplication a0 far &2 wae porsible to me, atd my bost thanks sre doe to
many geatletnen who Hodly fornished me with valoable information.

The casay was written amild the pressare of pesuliarly hewvy minfsterial
dutiss, It wes interrupted and it somplebion well-nigh rendered impoagible
by & protrasted ard severe sflisfion. I am comscious of its many blemishes
and defests ; botit is at loast au eurnedt attempt ta ehow that while the snlinre
of the grape may and ought o be s prefiable and Aenrishing indusiry, the pro-
dugtion of colonial wine is & gigantio evil. The Jatter of theee considerationa .
by its sarionaness, so powerfully sngromseed 1wy mind that T paid less atfen-
tion in proportion to tha formear. Nevertholega, T am eo fully alive to the
practical importancs of thia subject that J have willingly eortailed the original
easay 2o far an woa nocesmry to inolade the suggestions eontaimed in the
Appendix within the limits prescribed by the advertisement of the Com-
mitbea,

Habits of sobristy, and the intellipent smployment of paioral advantages,
are among the things essential io the well-being of any commumity.
Aprinogly desiring the walfare of my fellow-sclomiste, among whorg I have
Lived altmost thirty years, I sommend the following pages to thair eandid son-
sideration in the full belief that they will find the conelusions I have arrived
at are amply eueiained. 1 aleo indulge the bope that the havds of tem-
pearance sdvorates will be strengthened, and ihe best interests of the people
promoted by the cause of sobristy nod morality being advanced.

HT B
Adclaide, Angust, 1878,
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