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Note

The so-called “Sumerian Question™ as to thegennmshngmatau
character of the anciant Non-Hsmitic Babylonian texts has agitated
the Assyrielogical world for more ihan twenty yesrs, The new
Bumerian matter from the monuments which is constantly coming
to band demends, in the interest of all those who can look mpon
this disenssion with impartial eyes, a most rigid and unprejudiced
examination. Dr. Venderburgh in the following monograph bas
adhered to the views expounded in my “Materialz for & Sumerian
Lexieon® (J. C. Hinriche'sche Bueh!:md.lung, 1905—1907), that the
go-called Sumerisn was originally & Non-Semitic agglotinative lam-
gusge which, in the pourss of many centuries of Semitic influences,
became so0 incrnsted with Semiticiems, most of them the result of
a very gradusl development of the earlier foreign secred speech
of the priests, that it it really not surprising to find the theory
that Bomerian was meraly s Bemitie eryptography set forth snd
vigorously npheld by zo eminent a scholsr ss Professor Haléwy
(MEL., pp. VIII, IX).

The stndy of the more anclent Non-Semitic texts, move par-
tienlarly of the Snmerisn wunilingnsl hymus, caonot fsil to shed
additional light on the natore of this peculiar idiom, besides fur-
nishing a valnsble addition to the stndy of the Babylonian reli-
gions system.

The texts of the hymns in Vol XV. of the Brit. Muos. Cun.
Texts are not always in good condition and present many diffi-
culties, & solution of some of which, it is hoped, has been snggested
in this work with at least approzimate corvectness.

John Dyneley Prince
Columbia University
October 1st, 1907
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