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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

Axong the “materials for bistory,” 20 called, there Is little
which possessea more real valoe, notwithstanding the uncouth form
in which they often appear, than Dinries which were written only
for the private use of their authors, and st the time to which they
refer, There iz lesa Art in all such productions, and more Natare ;
there is more outspoken honesty, even in their misstatoments, and
in their erronecus concloaions, than i writings which were origi-
nally intended for"the public eye, or expected to fall into other
hands than thoss of the writers; and for thin resson, in the hands
of an historical student, they possess great value. To the suthor of
Jfiction of all clagaen they are entirely valoeless, except as disgnlses
with which to mask the decefifulness of all such ersatares, and to
give an apperrance of merit to those works which really possesa
none. :

The following peges contain such n Diary, now flmst printed from
the original manuscript; and the story which it tells will be found
to posses both interest and valne,

It is the work of a plain, noassuming country boy who responded
to the call of his country in the days of her greatest {rouble; and
the pictare,which it presents of the routine of camp-life in the ear-
lier period of the War of the Revolution,—its “dickerings in
trade " and its social visits, ita “futigue " and it escort duties, ita
sermons and its penalties, its rumors and its realities, — will afford
to the careful and intelligent render both amusement and instroc-
tion.



