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NOTE

A PECULIAR interest attaches to Hasdai Crescas. He
swam against the current of the philosophical exposition
of his day. He was bold enough to oppose the speculative
reasoning of Aristotle, the man who held nearly all the
philosophers in his grip during so many centuries; and,
above all, he dared to-criticize the introduction of Aristotelian
views into the refigious philosophy of his own people, even
though these views were dressed in Jewish garb by the
master hand of Maimonides. The current passed him by ;
it could not overwhelm him.

In the following pages Dr. Meyer Waxman has given
us a detailed and a very interesting exposition of Crescas’s
philosophic system ; and he has added to this a comparison
of Crescas's views, not only with those of Maimonides, but
also with those of Spinoza. We have thus lined up for us
the three greatest minds that speculative Jewish theology
produced during the Middle Ages; and the means are
afforded us to estimate the value of their dip into the
Unknown.

RICHARD GOTTHEIL.
Marck 24, 1914,
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