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PREEFACE.

I% gespouss fo many reqnests of fdends sod aogusint-
wucce, I have copied fromy the tableta of memory a bricf
recital of adventurey which pooprpsd doring thirty years
nf wanderings in tbe Woest, wingliog ib willl sceaps and
shotelics of Listory. T'he amthor fesla a neinral tiseddity
in presenting ber pereonal évperfences o the publiz, but
kopas it may prove of suficient intercst o wearoand & pa-
s, ie olject Leing to preserve, along with meny other
awld worthier works, o vemvétnBrance of Uhose old-time ens-
towed, soones, wodes of traveling, ete | which belong esacn
tinlly fix the pasl, and whicl ore (sl disuppeacipg in realiey,
s s froas meemory.

I'n those who hava participated in tha etivring ecenes of
early days o Celifornds sod the Western bordes, it s o be
Trpred BLuis Tibtle voluwe will reend! sy sioilar advendures
awil plensmrable evants: and o the peneral reader aud the
yonng. to whom Bese petounts ove bub as 8oeaps of remaote
history sl bypope times, it 35wy earncst bepss thieb this
bricl recital will prove o faithinl mivrer, which will ratect
the peonfinr seenes amd adventures conneciad with the dawn

of civtlization in the Wesl
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CHATTER T.

INTHOIHITORY .

Lowking back over the long, eventlul teail of
tearly thivty vomrs, how distmetly one recalls
to wemory the Inbalows stovies of gold digeov-
ered on the DPacilic Coast amwd the wild exeile-
ment thev created; the smile of derision with
which they were received by some, bul with
Leliel aud faith by the many.,  Aund how vividly
velurus Lo wind the vistons of long frains of
emigrant wagouns, Lhat, winding slowly west-
ward, woved out ol the Dborder eities, laden
with thelr vieh [veighl of Luman beings—men,
women and tender childven—Ubownd fox the conn-
try of their aspitations, California- the land to
which so many longing eyes weroe hopefnlly
eadl, the Mecea to which thousands of pilgrims
bont their daring and adventurous steps, and
the shrine of mauny o splendid dream and gilided
hope !

How well those ambitions dreams and gilded
hopes were vealized, the vears have given us
pnswer.  Unt of the then indiseernihle nnd
hididen future, time has enrvolled chapter npon
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ehaptor of our yonng State’s dazzlivg history;
o history that is veplete with the daring Jdeeds,
heroie aets, privations and adventores of her
early plomecrs,  The civilization awl cultivation
of the golilen Oeeident is dne to the braiw,
mugele apd sterling prineiples of her early
plovecrs.  To them the country wiss an slmost
unbroken wildernesa, over whose rich hat nu-
cialtivated valleys voamed herds of eattle and
horses, and peopled by w ede, barbavie race.
Unskilled awd ignorant, and unambitions, they
dresmed away an idle and listless existence—
unenvinble, ndesd, sove for its luxurious con-
tent.

But the discovery of golil, in 1848, opened
up o new ern on the Paeifie slope, and fmmi-
gration poured in by sew and lnd. It s the
old story of how thousands left their cheeyful
hregides ;3 left friends, Kiwdred, wives, little
oues, and all that centres in thet swoet word
Ao, awd with the new, nuesplored gold fields
of California in view, they braved the terrors
of the sen, the long vovnge nround the © Horn®
and the dread malaria of the tropies ; or,
“orossing the plains,” ther braved * dangers
seen and npseen ' o the wild and traclkless wil-
dorness, over swollen rivers and aeross snowy
monntaing,  Hyer v danger of an atteck from
the hovrdes of mereiless saavages that lined their
path they toiled onwand, often withont gaide,
g nothing save the compnss o their st



