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TO THE MEMORY OF
RICHARD COBDEN,

WHO LOVED HIS NATIVE LAND,
THESE PAGES ARE DEDICATED
DY HIS DAUGHTER,

IN THE HOPE THAT HIS DESIRE—
YFREE TRADE IN LAND"—
MAY BE FULFILLED.
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INTRODUCTION

In the summer of last year the following letter
appeared in some hundreds of newspapers
throughout England and Scotland :—

S OATSCROFT, HEVSHOTT,
MIDHURST, SUSSEX
1544 fune 1912,

“Tue Lanp Huncer

“ Eight years ago we wrote an open letter
to the Press inviting readers to send letters and
documents describing their memories and ex-
periences of life in rural England under Pro-
tection. We received a large and remarkable
response from the whole country, with the result
that the volume now known as *The Hungry
Forties' was prepared and published. This
volume was made up almost entirely of informa-
tion voluntarily supplied by men and women who
knew the difficulty of living in a time when
Protection (Tariff Reform) and the Corn Tax
still robbed the people.
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