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‘The diuogheer, p Beaucifidl giel, knecling bevide him,
keld the light dor the young man, who was reading
ber brather's leyize,
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NOTE.

F the Taler of Fashionable Life, of which Enmui
is the first, ouly the larger onea are at present
intended to be included 1o this edition of Maria

Edgeworth’s worka. The varicus stoties comprised in
this series were written between the appearance of
Leonora in 1806 and the publicapion of the last of the
aeries in 182, The whole eight storics of which
this series coneiste were issned In aix volomes, the frat
three in 1800, and three other volunies in 1812, The
preface which her father wrote to the first porticn is
here reprioted, and will give all the information needed
in connection with the present volume and the scope
of this series of stories a8 a whole.

The following is a hist of the principal editions of
Ernd 2=

Exnur, forming Vol. L, of Taler of Farbionable Life by
Maria Edgeworth, 6 vols, Lonadon, 180g-12
{second and third cditions bearing same dates ).

— another edition, London, 1815,

——— with Afmerig (forming Vol. VII. of Taler and
Miseellaneons Pieres by Maria Edpeworth, 14
vole.), Loadan, 1825,

——— with The Dun (forming Vol. VI of Nowels
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and Tak: of Mana Edgeworth, 18 vols ),
London, 1832-33.
Many reprints from the Eten’.‘ﬂ..fEE ‘plates of this edition
, have hecn ﬁsuﬂd in various forms, and with
ing ar:ahg.:mm of the staries.
Tmmla'r.e?mw French in 1817, —_—
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ORIGINAL PREFACE

T

TALES OF FASHIONABLE LIFE

Y dauphter asks me for a Preface to the following
volumes 3 from a pardonable weakness she calls
upon mme for pareatal protectiop: but, in fact,

the pablic judpes of every work, not from the sex, bat
from the merit of the author

What we feel, and see; and hear, snd read, affects
our conduct from the moment when we begin Il the
moment when we cease to think. It has therefore been
my daughter’s aim to pramots, by 2]l her writings, the
progress of education from the cradle to the grave.

Miss Edgeworth’s former works consiat of tles for
children—of stories for young men and women—and
of tales enited to that preat mass which does nat move
in the circles of fashion. The present volumes are
intended to point out some of those errors to which
the higher classes of society are di

All the parta of this scrice of moral Gettons bear
upon the faults and excellencies of different ages and
classes; and they have all arsen Fom that view of
society which we have laid before the public in more

didactic works on education. In the Panewr's Assur-
w
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axT, in Mozau and in Porutar Tawss, it was my
dauphter’s aim to exemplify the principles contzined
in cricar Eovcarion. T these volumes, and in
others which are to follow, she endeavours to dissemi-
pate, in a familiar Form, some of the ideas that sre
unfolded in Essave on Provesstonss Envearion.

The firat of these stories is called

Ensvr.—The causes, curses, and cure of this disease
are exemplified, T hope, in such a manner, a3 not to
make the remedy worse than the disease. Thiebauld
tells ns, that a prize-essay on Ennui was read to the
Academy of Betlin, which put all the fudges to sleep.

Twe Duw—is ioteeded as a leston againet the
common folly of believing that 4 debtor is able by a
few cant ‘&rh:aacs to alter the rature of right and
wrong, ¢ had once themghte of piving to these
books the title of Faswonane Tawss: slie! the
Dun could never have found fvour with Fishispsble
readers.

Mangvvamc—is a vice to which the little great
have recourse, to show their second-rate abilities
Intrigues of gallantry apon the Continent frequently
lead to political intripue: amonpst ws the attempts
to imroduce this dmprovsment of our maoners have
not yet been succesaful; but there are, however, some,
who, in everything they say or do, show a predilec-
tice for “]efiimnded wisdom.” Tt iz hoped that the
picture here represented of a mameyorer has not been
made alluring,

Avrwruia—pives 2 vicw of the consequences which
wsgally follow the substitution of the pifts of fortune
in the place of merit; and shows the meanness of




