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Preface.

THE Prayers comigined in this
volume were composed, chigfy, in
or abont the year 18835, at the
tnslance and for the use of a person
wio fad the haptinesr o be ad-
vised by Dr. Pusey in spiritual
wallers.  They were wrillem at
tnlervals, as they were wanled, and
wwhithont any intention of making
them inte a book. The owner of
the prectouns manuscript is shil
fiving, bt desires to remain un-
known, while thus placing within
ke reack of English Churchmen
an aid fo devetion, the value of
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which has been tested by constant
use during more tkan a gquarter of
@ cERtury.

To this collection some other
Prayers are added, whick were
writlen Jor another person who
was alse advired by Dr. Pusey,
and who did not survive him for
miare thas o few weeks.

T sditing these Prapers, some
few changes of expression have
been  deliderately adopted, winch
Liere is reason to dank the revered
Author would binself have made
had ke ever revised them with a
wview I publication. But i is
eonfidently Roped tha?! no such
change has obscured or wmodified
the sense of the original

Tt will be seen that Biskop An-
drewes, the Y Paradize of the Chris-
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tian Sonl” and older sources Rave
been drawn upow &y Dr. Pusey.
But the lnveer part of the book i
kis gwn; and prodably represents
the substance of kis own datly
LraVers.

It may be right fo add a eaulion
respecting the use of prayers which,
fike those in ies volnme, have boen
composed or cowipiled expressly for
the use af single sonls.

As no tuw faces, 5o w0 fwo cha-
raclers, are exaclly alike. Eack |
Aas, with ity own mysterious his-
fory, ifs own hopes, and fears, and

£ifts, and needs,

“ Eack tn hix Addden sphere of joy or woe
Cur dermit spirdls daeld™

Differences of temperament, and
differences of experience, teach us
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severally lo employ a differemt
speritual language before the Throne
of Our Lord and Saviewr. When
privale prayer (& absolutely sinceve,
and 15 based upon somelhing like
real self-knowledee, cach soul will
pray some pravery which no other
sou! meeds, and will omit some -
prayers itk whick many othess
conld not safely dispesse.  The
accuracy with which a collection
of devotions is adapied to the exact
case of @ singie soul, may ikus be
the measure of tis unvuitableness
Jor any other. And, therefore, a
book of private prayers, written, by
a wmasier of spivitual wisdom, for
the wse of an tndividual Chyistian,
must, if nied by others, be wsed
with discretion and freedom, There
must be both omissions and addi-
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trons, Thus tn the present volume
preal stress i laid on cerlain sins
against charity. Noone need Rave
Fust reason for anziely if ke shonld
Jind that some of the prayers in
a book like this do not suit or arve
not needed by Rim: owe one can
safely take i for pranted that
nothing wiors is reguired by him
in the way of private devotion than
is fere supplied.

it s of course otherwise with
the Common and FPablc FPrayers
af the Church, with the venerable
Liturgies of the ecarly ages, and,
above all, with that Prayer of
prayers whick Onr Divine Lord
has taupht ws. These do express
eiller tn forms or by pmplication
all the needs of the soul; and there
i muck ground for antiely of we
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cannot bring ouvselves fo feel at
Eowe with them. In particular,
the Lord's Prayer s a rule o
Shape, as well as an wstrument o
express, devolion ; and ne variely
of experience ov sccenlricity of lem-
Perament can excuse ils neglect or
pailliate a secret distasie for i,
Thoze whoe Exowe Dy, Pusey in
feis Fermonr and ofher devolional
publications, anll recognize in thiy
Kbl wwork ke characleristics with
which they ave already familiar.
e ix always consisient with kim-
self ; alwaps infense, real, vivid,
searching, femder, profoundly re-
wverent, Heve ke is surprised, as it
were, while engared in one of those
many ministries fo single souls
which, far more than fus greal
literary and thedlagical efforts,



