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The substance of the following Memoir appeared a5 & Magazine
article zhortly after Lord Lyndhuret's death; end, slthough the
Author felt that ao elight an cutline of the career of that ilinstrious
man is 3 most inndequate fributs 40 his memory, the favoorshle
reception secorded to it by friends indneed him to reprint and
publish it as 2 pampllet. It has now been revieed and partly re-
written in consequence of certain mis-statements in Lord Camp-
bell's biography of Lord Lyndhuret in his Féves of the Chancellora.



LORD LYNDHURST.

More than ninety yesrs ago, * when George the Third was
King," and Washington was but a village in what wero still
% his Majesty’s North Ameriean Clolonies,” the great lawyer
and shatesman whoan charuoter and career ars the subject of
the prezent memoir, was horn at Boston, in Massachusetts,
which had not then ceased to be & part of the British empira.
Ho lately as the uoturmn of 1863 there was living amongst us
= man who was & seholar at Cambridgoe nearly three-quarters
of a century agn; who wes a schoolhoy when Blackstone and
Lord Chief Justice Mansfiald wuare still living, and who saw
Dr. Johason and Bir Jeshua Reynolds; whoe witnessed the
surges of the Franch Revolution ; conld recolloct (28 he told
the House of Lorde in 1859) the day when every part of the
opposite coast was blockaded by en Hnglish Beet; remom-
bered the victories of Campordown, 8. Vincenf, and tho
Nile; end, obove all, that teiomphant fight at Trafulgar
which almost aonihilated the navies of France wnd Bpain;
and who coutd also recollect the expulsion of the Fremch
from Egypt; the achiovomont of vietory after vietery in the
Peninsala; the operations of the British army in the SBouth
of Franee; and, last of sll, the great hattle which ended the
war, In his long lifetime he not only behold events abroad
" which changed many dynasties of Europe, but saw at home
the ebb und fow of public opinicn upon great politieal questions
which threatened te romodel tho English constitution; he might
have witvessed the paclismentary conflicts of Pitt and Fox,
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and could tell us of tha sloguence of Sheridan and Burke; he
was not only Lord Chancellor when Queen Vietoria was a
child, bnt saw the *“dull and decereus court” of George I1L,
and had becoms eminent at the Bar in days when the Prince
Regent was giving balls at Carlton Houss ; in hiz infancy
ocourred the riots which proceded the revolt of the North
American eolonies from the mother country ; and he beheld
the rise of the United States and their growth into one of the
great powers of the world, His life, in short, was one of the
last remaining links which eonneeted onr time with the life
and oharacters of the latter years of the last century, and it is
& career that recalls names and incidents which have receded
far into the past.

It has been troly paid that we recognire something patri-
archal in relation to corealves in parsons who have lived from
before the French Revolution to our own tmes; and (s the
writer of an article in the Querterfy Feview on the © Life of
Mins Berry” remarked,) there is something in these oecasional
lengthened spuces of individual existonce which eeems to
make them especielly favourable for biographical narrative:
the onc fignre, standing for a period so protracted, by the
stream of Time, seems to hold up the mirror of past genera-
tions snd bygone life,

It wes on the 2lst of May, 1772, that JoEN SINGLETON
Coriry, the futare Chancellor of England, was born. Mr.
Copley, his father, was the son of Richard Copley of Lime-
riek, by the daughter of Mr. John Bingleton, an ancestor of
the Bingletons of Queenville Abbey, Clure, but was a native
of Doston, where he was st that time practising in his pro-
feesion of & portrait-puinter; his mother was the daughter of
Mr. Clarke, then * faotor * in the ten trade for the East India
Company. In New England this lady had a birthright to the
coloniets’ regard, in being lineslly descended from Mary
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Chilton, one of the famouns eompany of emigranta from Ply-
mouth in ¢ The May Flower,” and (aecording to tradition)
the first woman who set foot on the American shore,  Little
Copley may hove ssen Lis grandfather's tea-chests thrown
averboard by the excited popnlaes of Boston in the riot by
‘which they signalised their determination to resist faxation
by the mother-country; at all events, Mr. Clarke—who
appenrs to have been more & royaiist than Copley— had to
escape from Boston in the disguisz of an Indian ; and Copley
himself, who was wont to say that he had painted without
hoving hed & lesson and before he ever saw a good painting,
soon afterwards procccded to Italy for the purpose of im-
proving his knowledge of Avt. This was in 1774 —btwo years
before the Declaration of Indopendence; and on the 24th
June, 1773, Mr. Copley, with the future Chancellor and his
then infant pisters, landed at Dover after & passage of twenty-
aight duys—in those times secounted a very short voyage.

Of Mr. Copley's studies in Italy, his copy of 8 © Madonna™
by Correggio, which was long fo bs seen in the family man-
gion in George Street, was a moemorial ; so, ton, were the
¢ Bt. Jerome,” aftor Correggio, a fine copy of the celebrated
picture at Parma, tho size of the originel, und made there
ahont 1774 or 1773, * the Virgin and Child," and ** 8t Ca-
therine and an Angel;” also, 8 study for a portion of the
last-mentioned picture, painted at Parma at the same time;
and which were in Lord Lyodhurst’s collection at the time
of his death. It i said that the saccess of his picture, #a
Boy with a Sguirrel,” which he had painted in 1760, and
which wns exhibited anonymously in England, was the canse
of his afterwards coming to this country.®

* 'Thia pietors, which was oxhibited ab the Interpaticoal Exhibition, was

also in Lond Tgndhurst's collection, and purchased aftor bie desth by My,
Amory of Buoston, who married Miss C. Greene, his Lordship's niees.
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In & few years after hiz arrival in London he resided and
practised in the house in which his diatinguished son always
eontinued to live, and in which he died,—a house in Goorge
Btreet, & fow doors from Hanover Bquare, which was at that
time almost & surburban locality adjacent to those Marylebone
fialds— hannted by milkmaids and covercd with daisies—
which then spread to the north of Cavendish Bquare.

Mr. Copley's reputation has been attribonted to his falicitons
skill in portraitore ; but he was not only a porirait-painter.
Beveral well-known pistures sattest his skill as an historical
paintet slso. The ¢ Biege of @ibraltar,” painted for the
City of London, and now in Guildhall ; the Death of Lord
Chatham,” which is in the South Kensington Museurm; the
 Death of Major Peirson,” the srtist’s chef-d’euvre, which
was painted for Alderman Boydell, afterwards re-purchased
by Copley, and now also in the same collection ; and % King
Cherles demanding the Five impesched Members,” now in
Boston, are the bast known examples.

Reynolds was ceasing to paint when Copley established
himsolf in London, and, by the advice of Wost, Copley’s
countryman, who was then Painter to the King, he joined
the Royal Aocadeiny of the day, and graduslly sequired fame
and afluence and the faveur of the eourt. Hound his table
in Gleorge Btreet men of taste and rank, and artists of
eminence, were wont to gather; and his son, the fotore
Chancellor, profitad by his early contact with that refined and
poliehed circle—perhaps, indesd; he owed in some measure
to thaee early associations the graceful and courtly manners
which elways distinguished him. Mr. Copley's painting
room, at the back of the house in George Birect, where one
of his daughters was wont to read English poetry aloud to
him when painting, beeame the fayourito library or “study "
of his eminent son.
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The Jad seema to have been endowed with s love of the
beautiful in Nature; if he had not left Amerioa in such early
infancy, we might well suppose it to have been fostered by
the grandeur and wildness which surrounded his childhood’s
home., At all events he was brought up amidst artistic
objects and nssocietions ; and he himself stated in the House
of Lords, in that speech on the Royal Academy which fell
with such peouliar graee and ntorest from his lips, that he
was originally destined for his father's profession : it is known,
moreover, that he actuslly attended for some time the lectures
of Barry and of Bir Joshus Reynolds, the lattet of whom he
may have seen at work with his palette among the lerds and
ladies of the Court. Thus, we may imagina the fature Chan-
cellor seated at the foet of the groat painier, moch as Lord
Mansfield, the foture Chief Justice of England, might have
been seen in his yonthinl days as a papil in the soelaty of
Pope.

It is related, that, when s mers Loy, he had hean asked by
a guest of his father’s, at onc of the dinner-parties in (George
Street, * Of what profession will you be, my little Jad?" and
hia father quickly answered, * Anything but a painter : he
bas my permission te bo anything he chooses but g painter.
" He may ba a lawyer, and, if he takea my sdvice, he will bs -
one; and then” (continued his father, in what we may call
ungenecions prophecy), #if hie is a lawyer, and an able oue,
what & bright foture may await kim] He may bo Attorney-
Genersl; and, if really clever, why muiy he not besome Lord
Chaneellor #

We know not whother he found it more diffieult than
Blackstone did to bid farewcll to his Muse, but he did take
his father’s advice; and years after the death of his gifted
parent—who was privileged only fo see his son: on the



