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PUBLISHERS NOTICE.

Frrg volume is- the second of a uniform scries of
foreign poems lately inaugurated by the publication
of » King René’s Daughter” from the Danish of
Henrik Herte. It is our inténtion speedily to add
Lessing's © Nathan the Wise," with the splendid in-
trocuctory essav of Fischer, transtated; and edited by
the Rev, O, 3. Frothingham.

If we are not disappoiuted in our hopes of the
public appreciation of these, we will add others of
equal interest. - Among those we have in contempla-
tion are Coecthe's * Hermann and Dorothea ; ® Mo-
lisre's * Tartndle ;¥ Cakleron's * Life is a Diream ;"
Tasso's @ Aminta,” tranglated by Leigh Hong; “The
Woning of the King's Daughter,” from the Norwe-
vian of Muench; © Doris Gedounofl)” fromy the Rus-
sian of Pouschkine: ® Nala and DamajantL” trans-
lated from the Sanscrit by Milmau; and 2 translation
of Liodenstedt’s version of the Turkish songs of
Mirza-Schalfy,
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FRITHIDF'S SAGA,

AND ITS AUTHOR.

No poetical work of madern times stands farth so
prominently and peculiarly a representative of the liter-
ature of o race and langroage, as the “Frichiof's Saga "
of Esains Tegnir. Swedish poctry, of comparatively
ricent gmwth,.nl.mincd in this work, for the first time,
1 development in consonance with the character of the
Swedish people, and with those qualitics of the Swedish
tongue which distinguish it from other cognate lan-
gmges,  Purely Scandinavian in its spint, its scenery,
its legendary element, and only indebted to antigue cul-
ture for a part of its rhythmical form, it combines the
freshness and freedom of the eacly Saga with very high
artistic finish and proportion. 1t appeals at once to the
national pride, anid the simple human sentiment of the
fariner or |1:rd5mm, and to tlie taste of the seholar,
Immediately upon the appearance of the peem, itz chaim
to be placed at the head of the bnaginative literature of
Sweden wus tecogmized, Mo one attempted to contro-
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vio FRITHIOFS SAGA, AND FTS AUTHOR.

vert the decision, which has only been strengthcned dur-
ing the forty-three years that have since intervened.

Tn asserting that Swedish postey is of recent growth,
1 refer neithes to the old Eddaic litcrature, nor to those
authors of the seventeenth century whose reputstion still
survives in therr pative land. Few, indecd, outside of
Sweden, have ever read or even heard of the hexameters
of Stjernhjelm, or the pous epic of Archbishop Spegel.
With Dalin commenced the nsw era, which nearly cor-
responds in time to that of Englnd and Germany, and
of which Bellmann, Franzlm, Wallin and Leopold—
namies which first carried Swedish pocetry te other lands—
were the most prominent representatives.  When Bell-
mann dicd, Tegnéc was a boy of thitteen s to Leopald,
wham he knew, he dedicated his poem of © Axel,” and
Geljer and Ling belonged to his own penemtion.  He
ts thus the central figure of the period—a ealm, earnes:,
beautiful life, in which the fire and enthusiasm of the
poet, the sedate strength of the scholar, the tender and
soleinn humanity of the preacher, and the social and
domestic affections of the honest Scandinavian nature,
are blended in eqoal and harmonious ineasure, Al
though other of the modern Swedish poets may occi-
sianally surpass Tegndr in depth of reflection, or origin-
ality of form, in no one has the potic ficulty attained
spch a free and plastic grace of expression, while retain-
ing that antique symmietry which always suggests repoze.

The secret of this excellence s to be found in the
kistory of his life. Like Linewuos and Thorealdsen, he
speang directly from the people—from the simple, sturdy,
vigorous level of the Seandimavinn race. His prand-
father was a “donde gud " of the Thorsten Vikingsson
stamp : he fought vnder Charles X11, and after the attle



