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PREFACE.

VWeEEn requesisd by the Publisher of this linla
volume io prepares selection from Wordsworth's
FPoetical Works, thare scermed to me several
reasons why en unpretending pabbisstion of the
kind should be enconraged, and the semstancs
which they suppoessd I conld rendar, not with-
beld. Whan there ix mach profirse repnblies-
of English litersture, any attempt 0 spread
what is at once purer and mome permanent
becomes matter of eongratnlation,

Besida this gensral consideration, it is, every
yiur, becoming more spparent, that the sphece -
of the ioflmence of Wordsworth's postry b
wteadily axpanding, and that that influence must
be deep in all the minds it reaches. It is mat-
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FEEFACE.

F L ter, therafore, of some moment, that even s
miniature volomea, ke this ons, should be em-
iy ployed for the purpoac of diffusing such postry,
O, in u popaler form which possibly may meke it
o known o eoma. who otherwise would mors

2y slowly gain seqguaintance with it. To the ba

= bitust readers of Wordsworth's pocms, this Bile
- selection miny present in & convenienl shape
Ly some favourits piscea,  Poasibly othars may be
d led on to the knowledge of a poat, tha lowe of
y whoee inepimtions is cherished ns bringing »
) rich reward of ita own 1o all who feeljt. 1 shoald
indeed loment il this volume were made by
mny one pesger, a ecbetitite for what it wonhd
bot poorty supply,—the entire collection from
Sy which it kas been taken. But it is scarcely to

i ba sppreheaded that any ooe of ordinary imelli-
i gence, of imaoginetion or fealing could (for in-
\ piance), afier rending the toocking etory of

g * Murgurel, or the Deseried Coblege,” reat con-
1 tanted without seeking the perusal of that grest
poem, *'TuE Exevesrow,' from which it has
\ %5 beon detached with, T almost fear, something
R of ruds violenes, This, it may be added, is the
| poetie tale,—so full of deep feeling—ss unal.



£

FREFACE. vil
fected in the narration—of which Coleridge
spake, a8 one of the most besunfal poems in
the language.

Mo picce has been imserted in this volume
arbitrarily or carelesaly, but the principles
which have gnided the selection sould ssareely
be stated without filing more space than is
conaistent with the natore of the poblication,
even il the statement were of any importance.
The chief diffiealty has bean in the neceasity of
omission, and the consequeni effort e refmin
from tranecanding too far the prascribed Bounds.
Thin difficulty kas been the grester, whers tha
pelection has been estrosted to ome, who ia
happy to ackavwledgze o Rithfel grotitede—
mornl end intelleciual gratitude—to the Fosot.

The tme heas not arrived when with pro-
priety the biography of Mr. Wordaworth con
ba written. Distant, yot, may the day be,
whay the important trast will devolve cn some
friend worthy to do justice fo his memory!
The general course of his lifs may be gathered
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