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PREFACE.

T¢ THE READER.

THE present Work laye small elaim to origin-
ality ; indeed, the Doetrines of the Church
being ever the same, it has not been the aim
of the Author to introduce any new dogma of
his own. Still, however, as they are capable,
like the colours in the kaleidoscope, of being
seen under a variety of beantifil aspeots, it has
been his desire to present a portion of them
under one such pleasing form. If this has
been in sny way atiained, and po eacrifice of
truth has taken place in the attempt, his design
will have been amply fulfilled.

The works of other anthors have been con-
sulted, especially Kcble’s * Christian Year;™
and their language has, in some instances, been
employed. Wherever this is the case, it is
acknowledged in a note.

Kwa's CotLEge, WINDSOR,
Non, 28, 1850,



POSTECRIPT.

WHEN the present publication was already in
the pross, the st of the Pope of Rome, in
intruding schismatical Bishopa into s Country
slready occupicd by the English Episcopate,
took place. The Author feels it incumbent on
him, under the circumstances, to express his
warm indignation at the measure ; inasmuch as it
ignores the very existence of the Chureh whose
Ovrders he (however unworthy) bears; and also
is in ntter defiance of a decree of the third (Hen-
menieal Council, held at Ephesus, a.p. 431.

It is an instanee of Papal aggression, he
conceives, only too eonaistent with that spirit
of overweening ambition, which pervades the
whole Eeclesiastical system of modern Rome,
and prompts it to overleap every obstacle that
8 opposed to ite will.

How far, however, the principles that have
influenced the short-sighted policy of Govern-
ment, of late years, may have been conducive of
soch a result, is a question well worthy of con-
sideration. When Roman Catholic Prelatea, in



POSTHCRIET. ¥ii

other parts of the British dominions, have been
fostered and caressed. as in Iveland and in the
Colonies, we cannot feel surprise that the Pope
should imagine that a like treatment would be
extended to them m England, Tt is to the
departure from the ancient fundamental laws of
our Constitation, that the obnoxious oceurrence
would secm to be mainly owing.

Ia it not a time, the Author would ask, when
the English Church i3 bound to declare her
mind synodically on the subject ; and formally to
take such steps ms are necessary, at this crisis of
her history? For in the full exercise of those
Qonstitutional powers which are the heritage of
the Chuorch, but which for various reasons have
for =0 long & period been denied her, exists, as he
humbly believes, her most effectual instrument
{(if not, indeed, her only one) against the proud
assumptions of Rome. A policy that silennes
her voice, and withholds from her the freedom
which erery ofher Christian bedy, nay, which
every secular corporation enjoys, igmores her
existence almost aa much in effest, as the Papal
Bull of the 24th September, 1850.

Kine's Corvece, Winpsom,
Nov. 29, 1850,



