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PREFACE.

THE series of which this is the [ntial volome was planned more
than six years agn, and three years dade passed since the plan was
approved by the publishers ; but iz execution bas been delayed by
work upon other books. My aim is to edit certain selections from
standard prose and poetry sufted either for “pupplementary read-
ing,” as it is called, or for eletneniary siwdy in English litcrature.
‘I'he brief foot-notes ander the bext are perhaps all that some teach-
ers will regard a3 mecessary for the fivmer purpose; but 1 believe
that the longer notes at the enwd of the Buok will be found more or
less oaeful and supgestive for oral instruction i comnection with
the reading-lessons,  Theae Tatter notes, hawever, are tmore especially
desipned for the other purpese T Bave mentioned—elementary stwdy
of languaga and literatere.  They bave been preparced with mach
care, and I am confdent thay they will he perfectly intelligible to
boys and girls in pemmar schools aod others of similar grade., I
shail not attemapt here bo cxplein how I think they shautd be nsed,
as the lictle pamphlet of “Hints to Teachers,” which may be ob-
tained, pnst-free, an application to the publichers, will give my views
oo i dedadl than would be possilile ina preface.  Hoffice it to say
now, to forestal]l possilide criticism, that thess notes are sed desipned
to give spademeatic instruction in either grammar or rhetoric,

The sketches of the life of Scott ace my own.  For the condensed
extracts from bis worlks [ have boen largely indebted to a little book
(without notes) published [n England forty years ago, and long singe
out of print.  * The Crusadere " ia from the ¥ades of @ Granafather ;
¢+ “The Christizn Knight and the Sarpcen,” from Fie Finfireras » and
all the rest from fewesder

W)L R

CAMBRIDGE, Fufy 10, 1BE7.
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