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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE.

Tre Author of the following Essay was born st Alnwick, the
county-town of Northumberland, on the 29th of January
1804, He woe the son of Robert Patterson, who possessed
& small property in the vicinity, and of Janet Brown, daughter
of the Reov. John Brown, of Haddington, an eminent mem-
ber of what was then called The Assoeinte Bynod, and
Professor of Divinity to that body for more than a quarter of
a cenfury.

In 1810, Mrs Pattarson, who had bean some time & widow,
removed with her family from Croft House, the name of her
hughand'a property, to Edinburgh. Her son John was sent at
& very tender age to a privete clussical school then taught by
the laste Benjamin Mackay, whe was afterwards one of the
Maasters of the High Bchool, end remained & pupil of his for
three successive years. In 1815, Mre Patterson removed
with her family to her native place, Haddington. Its Gram-
mar Sehool, to which John was sent, was not then taught in a
way to add much to the elementary training of Mr Mackay,
or to bring into actiont the Iatent powers of the boy. Excel-
lent as his moral training had besn under the maternal roof
(for to his mother he was greatly indebted for the gentleness,
modesty, and equanimity of his character through life), he
had not been so fortunate in his opportunities of public
instruction.  Acecordingly, it was remarked that his physical
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grined more than his mental development during the three
vears he resided at Haddington,

The intellectasl history of John Patterson begins with his
becoming & pupil in the Rector's Class of the High Bchool of
Edinburgh m 1818. Tle had nearly completed his 15th
year, a time of life at which talent placed in fawvourable
circumstances unfolds iteelf with singular rapidity, He was
lsunched then into a class of upwards of 200 boys. Not
having passed through the drill of the inferior olasmes, he
took his place as the lowest member of the lowest form, and
was pitched against boys, most of whom had gone through
four, and many through five years of High Behool training.
The system of teaching in the Rector’s Class, by which every
member of so numerous & body, from the highest to the
lowest, was constantly under the influence of a motive to
exertion, was then at its higheat point of efficiency ;* and such
waa ita effect on the mind of Patterson, that in the course of
his first year's sttendance, he rose to distinction on the higheat
ordux’s Form, In the following year he was facile prineeps in
every branch taught—Latin, Greek, and Ancient Geography ;
and in August 1820, he gained the Gold Medsl, which pro-
elaimed him the Head-boy of & Classieal School, numbering
considerably upwards of 800 pupils. During the whole of thia
period of inereasing distinetion and undisputed pre-eminence,
he bore his faculties so meekly, that he was the only one
among his echoolfellows who seemed not to be aware of his
own vest superiority. There waer no feeling of jealous
rivalry, no breath of calumny., He was equally beloved and
sdmired. That his teacher shonld be penetrated with the
same sentiments, and could not always conceal them, was not
to ba wondered at; end yet he never was suspected of

* The naturs of thin system and the principlés en which it was fanded, are hally
expiaived In the * Rstionals of Bobool DMecipline,” published In 1852, and will be

fomnd in Prof. Pllsaxs * Centribotions to the Caase of Edoestion,” pablished by
Longman & Co., 1857 '
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favouritism, of which schoolmasters are so frequently and
in general 8o unjustly acoused.

These two years, 1818-19, and 19-20, wers doubtless,
not only the most improving, but the happiest that his youth
had hitherto peased; and to the feslings with which they
had inepired him he gave expression in a paper written on
oocasion of his leaving the Rector's Class, Tt was entitled,
“ Recollections of the High School,” and is valuable as & proof
that, under the calm, unpretending, and apparently passion-
leas simplicity of his exterior deportment, there lay concealed
a warmth of cordiality, an carnestness of purpose, an enthu-
sizsm, an imagination, and a commend of eloguent expression,
that do equal credit to the head and the heart of s boy of
sixteen, and, a8 such, are not to be omitted in a portraiture of
John Fetterson. It does oot appear to have been addressed
to any one, or intended for any apecific purpose, other than to
put on record what he falt while it waa freah in his memory ;
for it wea found among his papers after his death. Tt con-
sists mainly of & minute and vivid description of the various
processes which the Rector had adopted to keep alive the at-
tention, to stimulate the exertions, and to secure the progress
of 250 boys sssembled in one class. It has been printed
nearly entire in 8 Memoir prefized to a posthumous work of
the anthor published in 1837, and some readers msy be
eurious to compare Patterson's narrative as there given, with
the account which the Rector gave of the same thing in his
“ Rationale of School Discipline,"*

We have room here only for the opening and closing
reflections of this long paper—the composition of & boy of
17, *just let locse from echool —

“ My attendance at the Rectar's Class in the Bigh Behool of Bdin-
burgh i endeared to me by many a delightful recollection. It waa

* fee « Discourses by the late RHev, J. B. Patlerson, with & Memoir of his Life”
Edinborgh ¢ Dtiver & Bopd. 1837,
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there that I first bad my ambition roused, snd my mind cultivated to
any good purposs, It was thers that I first foumd mywelf of importanca
among my fellow-crestures. It was there that I formed and enjoyed
many pleasant companionahipe ; and it was there T obtained the noties
and kindness of one who has never ceased to load me with favour, and
to whom, [ trust, I shall never cease {0 entertain santiments of mingled
esteem and gratitude. Ieannot, then, better employ this leisure hour
than in noting down n few remembranoces of its admirable mechanism,
—in tracing the outlines of & picture which none of the changes and
mm-ofthnmtdﬂ&ahuembMMM m_rms:rr_!“

Sqohkpmm untlm.oufﬂm piu‘l.m‘lhl.nh yet livea in ull ita
froshnees In my mind. But how shall I tranafer to paper the rainbow-
bues of delight, snd the artive and vigorous apirit with which the cri-
ginal wea clothed end animated, snd which meds the hours of sehool
and of study—uosunily the most irkeome of & boy's existence—thosa
which I enjoyed most when present, and locked back upon with mest
eomplacency when past? Shall I sttempt to deserfbe the ecmpanions
who made what was delightful in school and on Arthur's Beat® more
pleamint, ard wint wea Inborious and mortifying more tolerabla?  Bhall
I sketeh the ereator and gemine of the whole admirable meckanism, of
which 1 have drawn the grester wheels and springs, moulding and
directing it afl to its destined end ? Shall T toll how he sdded pew
grace to the breathing thoughts and burning words of inspired antiquity,
by accumulating on them the selecied benuties of suceeeding ages, and
the native fowers of his own exquinite and coltivated tasie? How his
worde would take fire at some of those

* Bimrry Hghts of gpenius, that difficse
Thriagh the dark depihe of time thelr vivid fame,

and kindle into eloquence in the cause of the muses and of virtue?
How he lighted up a portion of his ewn enthusissm In the breasts of
" his pupils? How he united with his reverenss for antiquity due senti-
mwntd of honour to the pressnt? How he coald scar on Meonisn wing,
and yat grapple patiently and anccassfully with the slomental diffioul-
ties of the humblest intellect sommitted to his care ? How he main-
tained snch sbeolote self-command, that [ never saw him discomposed
in temper ! How bis universsl kindliness softened the repelling lustre
of his talents and his learning? No! the pen canmot describe them ;

® The name of & well-known bill In the mmediate nelghbourheod of Bdinkorgh
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but they are tressured up in my heart's core.  Would that they may
produse their lagitimate sfect, in leading me to pay my master, patron,
amd friend, the best homage | can yield him,—the homage of & life
regulaied aocording to his desires, and of 5 mind cultivated according
40 his expectations !

“The just fame which the class soquired attracted to view it most
of the natives and foreigmers of distinction who speat any time in
Edinburgh during ite sesgion. In the beginning of every quarter there
waa an examination of the olass in the presence of the friends of the
master and the pupils, in which the usual routine of the class was ma
muich as possible oheerved, whers it was our master’s pride to exhibit
our trifing feats of intellect, and ours to justify his praise, and vot dis-
gracs the fame of our school. Last came *the grest, the important
day,’ when the anniversary public examination took place. A few days
hefore, the master, from the records of the class and his own recolloe-
tions, fixed the places, sccompanying the arrangement with & few words
of oomgratalation to the sdecessful, and of comfort to the disappointed.
And it was wonderful to obearve with what good-humour all sequissced
in his decieion, snd how complete an absence there wes amang them of
any thing like bod feeling. The near approach of the separation, after
which they should all mest no more for ever, ssemed to diffuse a
melunchaly feeling over the most thoughtless, snd to melt down the
affestions of all to the pame temperament of mutual regard. For days
before, the voice of their sporta wea gilent in the play ground, and they
were Bton ssuntaring through it either in solitary reflection, or in

" groups of farewell conversation. On the day before the last duy we
ghonld all meet in private, our beloved master took leave of us by ad-
dressing 1o us & fow sentences of recollection, refiection, and ndviee,
and pommending us to the great Father of all. Next forenoon the
clnas ssmembled nt an early hownr, and aat in anvioos and elent expeeta-
tion until the arrival of the presiding Magistrates was annoaoeed, and
the doors thrown open to the overflowing publie. The ezamination
commences; 8 few shots are fired in the lower parts of the class, but
the discharge mounts rapidly to the higher regloma of the line; and
before an hour or two is past, the whole is confined to a rapid and red-
hot interchange of interrogations and answers between the sxaminator's
bench and the dux's form. The fon is descending rapidly to his goal,
—+the fimal question Is put, and it iz muts expectation all; the master
annoinced the memes and merits of the suceesaful competitors for
prizes,—the tumult of applaose begins, and, amidet its reverberated
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thunders, the prisss are deliversd, the parting-speeches are made, and
all is over !

“ All to ma in over! I now enter the play-ground, but am greeted
by no smile of recognition, save from the hoary janitor. I tread where
onoe ‘my name was rife, but there it lives no longer, save on the
peorishabla canvams, But if I forget you, soenes of my youthfol amii-
tion mnd -delight,—if [ forget thee, my master and benefactor,—if 1
forget you, ones loved companions of my stedious bours —may the
ntrings of my mind be dissolved ! may * my right hand forget her can-
ning!' Many of you still meet me in the scademio walks; but scon
this interocuree nlso will have passed away. Many of you are now in
distant regions, and one of you b gone, snd amother in faat going, to
that remotest and most

* Undipoovared conntry, from whose bourne
No traveller returne’

" Perhapa we shall mweet agaln | A

Patterson had entered the Rector's Olass utterly ignorant
of Latin versification, and with very Little kmowledge of pro-
sody; yet in the course of his two years' attendance he sc-
quired facility in the practice, and produced many exercises
in different measmres, not inferior to the following specimen
of Hexameters. No exercise of this kind was ever received
which the Rector did not ascertain to be the genuine unas-
sisted production of the writer ;—a precaution taken even in
the case of John Patterson; though, from his high moral
character and unimpeachable veracity, such precaution might
well have been dispensed with. The specimen is part of an
exercise written on the prescribed theme, Sideribue novere
vias, (Lucan. x. 485), containing the deseription of a traveller
left alone in the sandy deserts of Africa, amidst the pheno-
mens of the Mirage and the Simoom.

L ] L ] L ] L ] L LJ
¥ Dum peragrat lassus gine tramite regne vintor
Immaturmn frustra simul suribos aita eoptans
Atrque oculis qusrens flaventia littors pontd,)
Nil eernit preeter ceelum undique, et undique arenss




